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“You will never be sorry for the time that you put in to help your child read.”
– Beth Duda

School might be out, but learning doesn’t stop, and it definitely shouldn’t slide.
For many children, summer brings growth, exploration, and memory-making. But
without support, it can also mean lost progress, especially in reading. That’s
where the Suncoast for Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR) steps in, with programs
designed to keep learning alive in fun, meaningful, and accessible ways.
Thanks to the visionary support of The Patterson Foundation, SCGLR is helping
children stay curious, stay connected, and stay on track to read on grade level,
transforming summer into a season of discovery.
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Connecting Communities: A Beyond the Blog Podcast
Episode 5: Summer Learning: A Season of Discovery

with Karen Windon and Beth Duda

Summer learning is important, and this episode reveals why!
Join us for an inspiring conversation with Karen Windon, SCGLR’s Community
Engagement Leader, and Beth Duda, Director of SCGLR, as they explore how
families, schools, and communities can come together to make summer a time of
growth and opportunity for every child.

Karen shares how SCGLR builds bridges between schools, daycares, families,
and neighborhood partners to support learning during the summer months. She
highlights the impact of programs like the Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge
and THIS BOOK IS COOL!, which are designed to spark curiosity and encourage
children to keep reading and imagining—even when school’s out.

“Reading really is the key to succeeding. It opens doors for everything.” — Karen
Windon

Beth zooms out to share the big picture: why summer is a critical window for
academic recovery and advancement.

“Summer is the only time that children can make up any losses they might have
in reading... If exposed to great learning opportunities, children can actually close
the gap. Summer can be a superpower time for families who want their children
reading on level and developing a love of learning.” — Beth Duda

Whether you’re a parent, educator, or community member, this episode will leave
you inspired—and ready to help turn summer into a season of discovery.

https://youtu.be/x77By3LhwCs?si=NbO4Xc4M5fk9LWOq


� Listen to the episode here!

A Festival of Wonder
Suncoast Remake Learning Days Wrap-Up

During Suncoast Remake Learning Days, more than 45,000 participants buzzed
with creativity, curiosity, and hands-on learning. Over the course of 15 incredible
days, families explored 380 free learning adventures, a 25% increase from last
year, all thanks to the imagination and dedication of 265 + partner organizations.

This year’s festival was our most exciting yet:
87 new hosts joined the celebration.
143 returning hosts brought their magic again.
Families tinkered with robots, mixed up science experiments, got messy
with paint, built stories, danced, and discovered new passions.

From museums to maker spaces, libraries to local parks, each event opened the
door to new possibilities—reminding us that learning happens everywhere.
This remarkable growth reflects the powerful collaboration between the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading, The Patterson Foundation, and YOU—our
community of learners, leaders, and lifelong explorers.

Want to join the SRLD community? Visit us at the Suncoast Remake Learning
Hub -- a page to ask questions, solicit ideas, offer ideas, build connections and
resources!

https://www.buzzsprout.com/2122151/episodes/17274841-connecting-communities-a-beyond-the-blog-podcast-episode-5-summer-learning-a-season-of-discovery-with-karen-windon-and-beth-duda
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/suncoast-remake-learning-days/
https://www.facebook.com/share/g/19VuYWBrTj/
https://youtu.be/thLzgJofupA?si=85L0SA1H87GFK-eR


Fuel Summer Success with THIS BOOK IS COOL!

More than 4,000 children across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota
counties are already signed up for THIS BOOK IS COOL! Designed for rising pre-
K through 3rd-grade students, this 10-week reading journey helps kids stay
curious, confident, and on track while school is out.

For families who did not register for THIS BOOK IS COOL! in time but still want to
participate, we encourage you to check out these books from your local library
and follow along here. Activity guides are located in each grade level and are
connected to their corresponding webisode.

Remember friends, reading is the key to succeeding!

Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge Launches!

The Suncoast Summer Reading Challenge (SSRC) officially launched on May
20, uniting 54 summer camps across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota
counties in an exciting mission: to turn summer into a season of reading,
exploration, and growth. Participating programs serving pre-K through 3rd-grade
students can qualify for funding, receive THIS BOOK IS COOL! materials, and
gain ongoing support from the SCGLR team—offering encouragement, tools, and
a powerful reminder: Summer isn’t a break from learning. It’s a launchpad!

https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2025-THIS-BOOK-IS-COOL-book-guide-1.pdf
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/suncoast-summer-book-challenge/


Through programs like THIS BOOK IS COOL! and the Suncoast Summer
Reading Challenge, SCGLR helps ensure every child can thrive, not just during
the school year but all year long.

Let’s turn the summer slide into a summer climb.
Let’s spark momentum that carries into the classroom and beyond.
Let’s make this a summer of unstoppable learning.

Discover the 2025 Summer Reading Theme
"Color Our World"

The Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) has announced its 2025
theme, Color Our World, celebrating the power of art and creativity. This theme
encourages readers to explore diverse artistic expressions, build empathy, and
appreciate the world through a colorful lens.

Visit your local library to participate in the 2025 summer reading program.
� Learn More at CSLP

Let’s Keep Connecting

By staying engaged, you’re helping build a more connected, curious, and
confident community. The journey doesn’t end when the festival does.

Keep exploring.
Keep asking questions.
Keep creating.
Let’s keep learning.
Let’s keep growing.
Let’s keep connecting.

� GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net
� Follow us on Facebook | Instagram | YouTube

 
We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net. 
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