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SUNCOAST

- 3rd Grade Reading Success Matters

Reimagining Learning Beyond the Classroom

"Tell me and | may forget, show me and | may remember, involve me and | will
understand.”

Though attributed to many, this quote captures a universal truth: deeper
understanding comes through active engagement. At the Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR), we live this belief—and Suncoast Remake
Learning Days (SRLD) brings it to life in unforgettable ways.

Learning doesn't only happen within four walls, and SRLD is proof!Now in its
fourth incredible year, the 2025 festival features 380 hands-on events designed to
spark curiosity, ignite creativity, and strengthen community connections across

our region.

But SRLD is more than 15 days of fun. It's a movement—inviting families to
experience learning together in parks, libraries, maker spaces, theaters,
museums, laundromats ... even on beaches! It's about discovering new interests,
unlocking hidden passions, and reimagining what's possible when learning
happens everywhere.

As always, when The Patterson Foundation finds something powerful, it doesn't
just support it, it elevates it. From investing in educational labinars for event hosts
to showing up at nearly every event, TPF is helping create deeper, more
meaningful experiences for all involved.

Want a peek inside? Click here to watch a short video that captures the joy of
SRLD 2025!
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SUNCOAST REMAKE LEARNING DAYS

Connecting Communities: A Beyond the Blog Podcast
Episode 4: Suncoast Remake Learning Days with Leah
Verrier-Dunn & Yu-Ling Cheng

This month's episode of Connecting Communities: A Beyond the Blog Podcast

brings listeners into the heart of one of the most inspiring movements in
education today: Suncoast Remake Learning Days, a 15-day festival offering
free, hands-on learning experiences to families across the region. The festival
celebrates the idea that learning doesn't just happen in classrooms, it happens
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everywhere.

To help us understand the inspiration behind this growing festival, host Laurie
Miller speaks with Yu-Ling Cheng, National Producer of Remake Learning Days
and Leah Verrier-Dunn, a local leader championing the Suncoast version of the
festival.

Yu-Ling shares how the festival, now active in 15 regions globally, is rooted in the
belief that families learn best when they learn together.

"Our one goal is that parents can learn with their kids so that they're a part of the
conversation; they're experiencing it with their kids. We had some research done
that showed that parents felt more confident afterward in their ability to help their
kid after going to a Remake Learning Days event."”

This confidence, she notes, creates stronger families and more connected
communities.

Leah Verrier-Dunn, who's helping lead Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025
(April 19—May 3), shares what's in store for local families.

"The reason families should do it is because it is a window to see what might
spark something in your child and also what might spark something in your
family... These events are the little nuggets of a start. You might realize that
there's something that exists in the culture of your family that you haven't even
tapped into yet."”

From coding and cooking to art making and outdoor exploration, Suncoast
Remake Learning Days is helping families discover new interests, deepen bonds,
and make learning joyful.

Whether you're a parent, educator, librarian, or simply someone who believes in
the power of community and curiosity, this episode is a must-listen.

Tune in now to hear how Suncoast Remake Learning Days is helping families
feel confident, connected, and curious—and why learning is for everyone,
everywhere.

Attending an SRLD event? We'd love to see you in action! Share your family's
festival fun by tagging us or emailing your favorite photos to
info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net. Let's celebrate learning together!

Let the Fun Begin:
Suncoast Remake Learning Days Is Here!

It's finally here! April is the month of imagination, exploration, and connection as
Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025 kicks off April 19 through May 3!

Over the course of 15 action-packed days, 380+ FREE hands-on learning events
will be lighting up the region with joy, curiosity, and discovery. Whether your child
is a budding scientist, a curious coder, a future chef, or just loves to get messy
with paint and clay, there’s something for everyone in the family, and it’s all free.

This year’s festival is bigger and bolder than ever, with 25% more events than last
year and brand-new partnerships that reflect the incredible creativity and spirit of
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our community.

What Can You Expect?
e Hands-on Workshops in STEM, art, music, outdoor exploration, maker
activities, and more
e Family-friendly Fun designed to engage all ages, from babies to
grandparents
e Unexpected Learning Spaces—Ilike beaches, gardens, and theaters
e Events in English and Spanish, with inclusive options for all families

Make the Most of the Festival
Planning your festival adventure is a breeze with the Suncoast Remake Learning
Days app!

Search events by category, date, or location, create a personalized schedule and
get updates all in one place. The app is available in both English and Spanish,
making it easy for every family to participate. Don’t miss your chance to explore,
create, and connect—together.

Click here to download the app or access the event guide PDF and start building
your family’s learning adventure today.

Let’s remake learning—Suncoast style!

Celebrating the Power
of Volunteers

On Friday, April 4, SCGLR
teamed up with 14 phenomenal
volunteers from the Junior
League of Sarasota to prepare
1,000 backpacks for this
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summer’s THIS BOOK IS COOL! The Coolest Way to
program. Beat the Summer Slide

But this wasn'’t just a packing
party—it was a celebration of
connection, collaboration, and
community spirit. Each
backpack, lovingly filled with

books, activity guides, and fun momentum. That's why the

literacy incentives, will soon land Suncoast Campaign for Grade-
in the hands of children across Level Reading (SCGLR) is

the Suncoast, helping prevent

Summer is a time for sunshine,
fun, and adventure, but without
regular reading and
engagement, many children can
lose valuable learning
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the summer slide and turning
reading into a season-long
adventure.

Moments like these are powerful
reminders that it truly takes a
village to help every child thrive.
We are so grateful for our
volunteers who give their time,
energy, and heart to make
learning joyful and accessible.

Whether you're part of a
community group, a local
business, or simply a passionate
individual looking to make a
difference, there's a place for
you in our village. And as it
happens, there's a great
opportunity to jump in—next
week is our final push to prepare
for THIS BOOK IS COOL!

All three volunteer events will be
standing/walking as we finish
stuffing the backpacks for the
2025 summer program!

Please use these links to reserve
your spot:
— Tuesday, April 29 | 10a—1:30p

— Thursday, May 1 | 10a—1:30p

— Friday, May 2 | 10a—1:30p

Join our volunteer list and be the
first to hear about other
meaningful opportunities to help
children in our community
succeed.

Every effort counts. Every child
deserves a chance to thrive. If
you’re ready to get involved,
click here to learn more!

thrilled to bring back THIS BOOK
IS COOL! (TBIC!), a powerful
and playful way to help children
stay on track while school’s out.

TBIC! is a 10-week summer
reading adventure specially
designed for rising pre-K through
3rd-grade students. It keeps
young minds engaged, sparks
curiosity, and builds strong
reading habits—all while making
learning feel like FUN.

What makes TBIC! cool?
— 20 FREE books curated to
inspire a love of reading

— A hands-on activity book
packed with word games,
puzzles, and crafts

— Access to 100 entertaining and
educational webisodes

— Reading incentives like
collectible bracelets and brag
tags

— Everything delivered in a
backpack kids get to keep
thanks to the generosity of The
Patterson Foundation

How does it work?
Participating is simple and
FREE! Parents just check in
once a week by sending:

A quick photo of your child
reading or crafting, a short
message about their favorite
book, or even a cheerful “hello!”

It's an easy way to stay
connected and ensure your child
keeps learning all summer long.

Who's Eligible?
To qualify for "THIS BOOK IS
COOL!" your child must be:

1. A resident of Charlotte,
DeSoto, Manatee, or Sarasota
counties
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2. Entering grades PreK to 3rd
grade in the fall of 2025

3. Enrolled at a Title | school,
eligible for free/reduced lunch, or
have other demonstrable need

Don't miss out. Register here!
English Registration Form
Spanish Registration Form
Haitian Creole Registration Form

Let’s Keep Connecting

Suncoast Remake Learning Days reminds us that learning doesn’t just happen in
classrooms—it happens at home, in parks, at community centers, and anywhere
curiosity is welcome. Whether your child is building a robot, painting a mural,
dancing to a new rhythm, or exploring the outdoors, play is learning—and it's
powerful.

When you attend an event, host one, or simply share a moment of discovery,
you’re doing more than just participating, you’re modeling the joy of being a
lifelong learner. You're showing children that learning doesn’t stop when we grow
up and that curiosity is something to be celebrated at every age.

By staying engaged, you’re helping build a more connected, curious, and
confident community. The journey doesn’t end when the festival does.

Keep exploring.

Keep asking questions.
Keep creating.

Let’s keep learning.
Let’s keep growing.
Let’s keep connecting.

1 GradelLevelReadingSuncoast.net
"1 Follow us on Facebook | Instagram | YouTube

We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net.
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