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The Hidden Cost of Clean Clothes:
Why Laundry Is a Barrier for Many Families

"We tell kids all the time, you can be anything you want when you grow up. You
apply yourself and study hard. But how do I expect a kid to believe that when the
thing they're facing every day…is essentially their dirty clothes? Cleanliness
affects everything, it affects our mental health, it affects our physical health, it
affects the interactions that we have with people around us, it's key to a lot of
things." – Jason Sowell, President of Current Initiatives & Founder of The
Laundry Project

For many families across Sarasota, Manatee, Charlotte, and DeSoto counties,
something as basic as clean clothes is a luxury they struggle to afford. In our
region, laundromats charge an average of $3.50 to $5.50 per load to wash
clothes and $2 to $4 per 30 minutes to dry them. With the average family needing
to do 8–10 loads per week, the monthly cost can exceed $100–$150—a steep
expense for families already facing financial hardships. 

This creates a painful choice: Do we wash clothes this week, buy food, pay the
electric bill, or put gas in the car?

That's why this month, we're highlighting Pop-Up Neighbor Through Laundry, a
program that meets families where they are by providing free laundry services
and access to essential resources—all in one place.

On February 8, 2025, the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading and The
Patterson Foundation (TPF) celebrated a major milestone—serving their 2,500th
family at SuperMatt Laundromat in Arcadia, FL. Since 2018, Pop-Up Neighbor
Through Laundry has provided free laundry services across four counties,
removing barriers and fostering connection.

At this special event, Sebastiana, a mother of a large family, was honored as the
2,500th family served. She received free laundry, a surprise basket filled with
laundry essentials, and gift cards, all thanks to The Patterson Foundation. TPF
also covered laundry fees for 123 families (1,163 loads!) and sponsored 223
meals from Taqueria Querétaro.

But Pop-Up Neighbor Through Laundry is about more than just clean clothes—it's
about bringing critical resources directly to families. At the event, organizations
like All Faiths Food Bank, United Way Suncoast, DeSoto County Health
Department, South Florida State College, First 1,000 Days
Suncoast, Links2Success, Big Brothers Big Sisters of the Suncoast, MCR
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Health, Solmart Media, and Digital Access for All were on-site to help families
access food, healthcare, early learning opportunities, and more.
Because when basic needs are met, families flourish, and communities grow
stronger together.

A 4-minute video captures the purposeful joy of this milestone moment. 

Connecting Communities: A Beyond the Blog Podcast
Episode 3: The Power of Pop-Up Neighbor Through
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Laundry with Kelli Karen Smith & Jason Sowell

"It's a party for strangers, and by the time you're done with your laundry, you
become friends." – Kelli Karen Smith

What if something as simple as a load of laundry could change lives?

In the latest episode of Connecting Communities, we explore Pop-Up Neighbor
Through Laundry, an initiative that turns laundromats into spaces of kindness and
connection. Families who come in expecting to pay for their wash are met with a
surprise—laundry is free today. But more than that, they're welcomed into a
moment of shared humanity, where conversations flow, laughter fills the air, and
new friendships are made.

We hear from Jason Sowell, who shares why he started The Laundry Project,
which inspired this initiative, and how these simple acts of generosity create
ripple effects throughout the community. Kelli Karen Smith walks us through an
event, bringing the experience to life and sharing ways in which Pop-Up Neighbor
Through Laundry goes far beyond providing clean clothes. Through this initiative,
laundromats are becoming more than just places to wash clothes—they're turning
into community centers of hope. 

Join us for this powerful episode and hear how something as simple as clean
laundry is changing lives—one load at a time. Listen now!

Want to get involved or share your own story of unexpected kindness? We'd love
to hear from you! Connect with us at info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net.

Get Involved: Volunteer with Pop-Up Neighbor Through Laundry!

Thanks to the generosity of The Patterson Foundation, Pop-Up Neighbor
Through Laundry provides free laundry services to families during a three-and-a-
half-hour window at selected laundromats. To make these events truly impactful,
we need dedicated volunteers and celebrity readers who are passionate about
connecting with the community.

Get Involved!
Help create a welcoming atmosphere
Assist with washers and dryers
Distribute detergent and supplies
Engage with families 
Be a Celebrity Reader!
Read to children at the event and help spark a love for books and learning

Volunteers must be at least 18 years old to participate solo. Youth volunteers
under 18 are welcome but must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Ready to make a difference? Click here to sign up and learn more about
upcoming opportunities.
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Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025
Get Ready for 15 Days of Free Family Fun!

Suncoast, the countdown is on! From April 19 – May 3, Suncoast Remake
Learning Days is bringing 380 hands-on learning events to families across our
four-county region—all completely free! Whether your family loves science, art,
music, outdoor adventures, or technology, there’s something for every age and
interest.

This year’s festival marks a 25% increase in events over last year, ensuring more
opportunities for learning and exploration. Here’s what’s in store across our
region:

Charlotte County: 55 events
Manatee County: 59 events
DeSoto County: 95 events
Sarasota County: 167 events
Virtual: 4 events

Plus, the SRLD Facebook group has grown to 209 members, fostering
collaboration among hosts and partners.

With hundreds of events to choose from, planning your festival experience is
easier than ever with the Suncoast Remake Learning Days App. Search by
location, date, or category, save your favorite events, and get event details—all at
your fingertips. The app supports both English and Spanish, making planning
simple for everyone. Don’t miss out! The fun is almost here! Download the app
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and start building your Suncoast Remake Learning Days adventure today OR
click here to access the digital event guide!

Ready, Set,
Kindergarten!

Exciting news for our four-county
region—Kindergarten Readiness
Bags have officially been
delivered! These bright yellow
bags are packed with tools and
resources to help young learners
build a strong foundation before
they step into their kindergarten
classrooms. We can’t wait to see
all the early learning and growth
that will happen because of
them!

This project was made possible
by many helping hands, from
labeling and packing to
inventorying and delivering; the
team and volunteers worked
tirelessly to ensure that every
bag was ready to support our
future kindergarteners.

With over 45 Kindergarten
Round-Ups scheduled across
the region, thousands of
students will be set up for
success as they make this
important transition. These
efforts continue to strengthen
connections between schools
and families, reinforcing the
belief that every small step—
every touch—makes a big
impact.

We’re grateful for everyone
involved and look forward to
seeing the joy and learning that

The Coolest Summer
Adventure Starts Here!

This summer, the Suncoast
Campaign is excited to welcome
back THIS BOOK IS COOL!
(TBIC!)

TBIC! is a 10-week summer
reading adventure designed to
engage young minds and make
learning fun. All TBIC!
participants will receive 20 FREE
books along with an activity book
filled with word puzzles, games,
and craft activities that
complement their reading. Plus,
they'll get access to all 100
webisodes and special reading
incentives like bracelets and
brag tags, thanks to
the generosity of The Patterson
Foundation.

SCGLR will make sure
all registered children actively
participating receive their
summer reading goodies in a
backpack they get to keep!

Staying active in TBIC!, is
simple! Parents just need to
check in with SCGLR each week
... a quick photo of your
child(ren) reading or doing an
activity, a short message about
their favorite book that week, or
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these bags bring! even a simple "hello." It's an
easy and FREE way to create
summer fun and keep learning
on track!

To qualify for "THIS BOOK IS
COOL!" your child must be:

1. A resident of Charlotte,
DeSoto, Manatee, or Sarasota
counties

2. Entering grades PreK to 3rd
grade in the fall of 2025

3. Enrolled at a Title I school,
eligible for free/reduced lunch, or
have other demonstrable need 

Don't miss out. Register here!
English Registration Form
Spanish Registration Form
Haitian Creole Registration Form

Together, We Make a Difference

This month’s newsletter has been all about one powerful idea: when we show up
for each other, we create lasting change. Whether through clean laundry, access
to books, or a moment of connection, small acts of kindness ripple outward,
strengthening families and entire communities.

Pop-Up Neighbor Through Laundry is proof that generosity builds bridges. THIS
BOOK IS COOL! reminds us that learning never takes a break. Suncoast
Remake Learning Days shows how curiosity can bring us together. And the work
doesn’t stop here!

What can you do next? Keep the conversation going—share what inspired you
today!

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and X (formally Twitter) for the latest
updates, stories, and opportunities to connect. Take a small step—whether
volunteering, spreading the word, or simply looking for ways to lift up a neighbor.

Every act of kindness matters. Every connection strengthens our community.
Together, we’re building a future where every child and every family has the
support they need to thrive. Thank you for being part of this movement. Let’s
keep going!

 
We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net. 
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