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SUNCOAST

3rd Grade Reading Success Matters

The Power of Early Childhood Brain Development

Did you know that 80% of brain development happens before a child’s third
birthday? From the moment a baby is born, every interaction - every giggle, every
lullaby, every bedtime story is a building block, leading to stronger language
skills, greater confidence, and a love of learning.

The early years shape a child’s future in profound ways. Research shows that by
18 months, children from asset-limited families may already start falling behind in
vocabulary and other essential skills. By age four, they may have heard 30 million
fewer words than their peers from more affluent backgrounds, putting them at a
disadvantage before they even set foot in a classroom. That’s why School
Readiness is a core pillar of the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading,
ensuring that every child, regardless of their circumstances, has the strong
foundation needed for lifelong success.

This month, we’re focusing on early childhood brain development and highlighting
one of our partners, First 1000 Days Suncoast, which provides crucial support to
families during this critical period.
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Brain building moments

Turn Everyday Moments into Brain-Building
Opportunities

SCGLR has long recommended Vroom, a fun, free tool that helps parents turn
daily interactions into brain-boosting moments. Whether you’re counting steps,
making silly sounds, or describing the colors around you, Vroom provides
science-backed tips to make learning easy and fun.

Try Vroom today! Download the app or visit Vroom.org to explore activities
designed for children from birth to age five.

Prefer texts? Get Vroom tips sent straight to your phone— no extra apps or data
needed! Register multiple children on one number and receive weekly, age-
appropriate tips in English or Spanish.

FAMILY
FESTIVAL

MHEMS5: DAY HANDS:-ON
LEARNINGEESTIVAL!

CHILDREN + ADULTS LEARNING TOGETHER

Saturday, April 19
through
Saturday, May 3
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https://www.vroom.org/
https://www.vroom.org/sms

Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025
Get Ready for 15 Days of Free Family Fun!

The fourth annual Suncoast Remake Learning Days festival is almost here! From
April 19 through May 3, families across the Suncoast will enjoy FREE, hands-on
learning experiences designed for children of all ages.

With hundreds of events happening across four counties, the Suncoast Remake
Learning Days app makes it easy to find, save, and explore the events that excite
you most! Search by location, date, or category to customize your festival
experience. Plus, the app is available in English and Spanish for seamless
planning.

Click this link to download the app now and start building your adventure!

Enjoy the 2024 highlights video below!
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https://allintheloop.com/events/srld/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7qNJL_dKJRc
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Kindergarten Readiness:
Setting the Stage for
Success

It's never too early to start preparing!
Whether for school or any other
milestone, the earlier you begin, the
better the outcome. Now is the time to
work with your young child to develop
the skills necessary to transition into
kindergarten. These skills range from
social skills, such as taking turns and
listening quietly, to motor skills, such
as holding a pencil and cutting with
scissors, to learning skills, such as
recognizing numbers and letters,
sorting, and counting. Making learning
fun at an early age and celebrating
successes can make all the
difference. Building confidence in
these skills will make the transition
into a full school day easier.
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THIS BOOK IS COOL!
in School

The THIS BOOK IS COOQOL! in School
program was exceptionally popular
this year, with over 600 educators
from 67 different schools registering
for the program. This year, our
SCGLR educator team selected three
special books for each grade level,
PreK-3rd, including a fiction, non-
fiction, and a classic book, and
created new activities for each. The
feedback on the program has been so
encouraging. One book, Madeline
Finn and the Library Dog, a tale of a
young girl who wasn't a fan of reading,



https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/SCGLR-Kindergarten-Readiness-Checklist.pdf
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool-in-school/

To assist children in our four-county
area, the Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR), with
the support of The Patterson
Foundation and community partners,
including the Sarasota Rotary Club
Foundation and the United Way of
Charlotte County, is assembling
Kindergarten Readiness bags for
rising kindergartners entering our
public schools in the fall. These bags
have materials, including magnetic
letters, flashcards, crayons, a doodle
pad, and learning games.

In the coming months, SCGLR will
distribute 8,100 Kindergarten
Readiness Bags to children in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties, reinforcing its
commitment to early childhood
education. Families enrolling their
child(ren) for kindergarten can pick up
their bright yellow bags at
registration.

This initiative wouldn't be possible
without our incredible volunteers.
Recently, 24 dedicated Sarasota
Rotary Club Foundation members
gathered to assemble bags,
continuing a tradition of community
support since 2017.

It takes many helpers to prep and
assemble these bountiful bags, so if
you are interested in volunteering,

please sign up!

garnered this comment from a first-
grade teacher, "The students really
liked the story. | think the relation to
'hesitant to read' and 'feel confident to
read' resonated with some of the
students who also struggle." As we all
work to help build

strong and confident readers, books
showing that reading is developed
over time can build confidence!

Another teacher shared, "The
students loved getting a book to take
home. "Is this mine?" "Can | take it
home?" are words | heard often when
handing out the books. "The families
enjoy receiving these books to add to
their library. Your lesson plans are
wonderful to use, and the resources
you use with the book make reading
times exciting in our classroom and
carry them over to home." Building the
home libraries of the students with
three books that they can share with
their families creates so much
excitement. The home activities are
definitely a hit, as you can see from
this picture shared about the classic
book The Little Red Hen.

Stay Connected and Share Your Wisdom!

Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and X (formally Twitter) for the latest

updates, helpful resources, and exciting ways to get involved!

Do you have a favorite tip for sparking curiosity and learning in your child? We'd
love to hear it! Reply to this email or join the conversation on social media—we

can’t wait to learn from you!

We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@Gradel evelReadingSuncoast.net.



https://rotaryclubofsarasota.com/rcs-foundation/
https://www.unitedwayccfl.org/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/KindergartenReadiness.pdf
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/get-involved/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading/
https://www.instagram.com/suncoastcampaign/
https://x.com/SuncoastCGLR
mailto:info@GradeLevelReadingSuncoast.net
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