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SUNCOAST

- 3rd Grade Reading Success Matters

Step into the Movement!

The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (SCGLR) is a four-county
effort in Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties, fostering wide
community participation to achieve shared aspirations for the success of families
and children. Focused on ensuring every child has the tools they need to
succeed in school and beyond, SCGLR uses proven practices and creativity to
overcome obstacles affecting school readiness, attendance, summer learning
loss, and family engagement.

Through innovative programs such as THIS BOOK IS COOL! and THIS BOOK IS
COOL! in Schoal, the Attendance Awareness Poster Contest, and Suncoast
Remake Learning Days, a 15-day hands-on learning festival for children and
adults to learn together, SCGLR turns ambitious goals into action. And the
journey doesn't stop here! These initiatives not only improve literacy and learning
outcomes but also strengthen the fabric of our community.

“This is about more than education—it’s about building a supportive, connected
community where every child can thrive,” says Beth Duda, director of SCGLR. “I
want every child to be able to create for themselves the future they would most

like to have.”

SCGLR invites you to join this movement—a movement that changes lives,
strengthens families, and shapes the future. Whether you're a parent, educator,
or community member, there are countless ways to get involved and use your
talents to make a difference.

Let’s build a brighter tomorrow together. Want to learn more? Reach out, share
your ideas, and discover how you can play a part in this extraordinary journey.
Together, we can create the future our children deserve.



https://www.facebook.com/SuncoastCampaignForGradeLevelReading
https://twitter.com/SuncoastCGLR
https://www.instagram.com/suncoastcampaign/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=January%2FFebruary+Newsletter+%7C+Learning+Happens+Everywhere%21%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=January%2FFebruary+Newsletter+%7C+Learning+Happens+Everywhere%21%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/this-book-is-cool-in-school/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/attendance-awareness-poster-contest/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/suncoast-remake-learning-days/
mailto:info@gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net
https://youtu.be/P6CAD81V6o8
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/suncoast-remake-learning-days/
https://youtu.be/EuDNHKP8o2A?si=62SJ16fsZdp714qD
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=6f0f2b20-680f-491e-afd7-3b2003008b38
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Introducing Connecting Communities:
A Beyond the Blog Podcast

SCGLR is proud to launch Connecting Communities, an inspiring new monthly
podcast designed to dive into impactful topics related to SCGLR’s largest
initiatives. Made possible with generous support from The Patterson Foundation,
this podcast goes Beyond The Blog to bring listeners engaging stories, insights,
and actionable ideas that empower communities to create brighter futures for
children and families.

In our debut episode, SCGLR Director Beth Duda takes center stage, offering a
powerful overview of the campaign’s mission, programs, and guiding principles.
Beth provides advice for those looking to make a difference and dives deep into
the SCGLR’s five pillars. You'll leave the episode with practical ways to get
involved, along with a smile from the “Connecting with Kids” segment—a
lighthearted look at the Suncoast Campaign from a child’s perspective.

Whether you’re a parent, caregiver, educator, or community leader, Connecting
Communities is your front-row seat to SCGLR. Coming in February, we’ll explore
early childhood brain development, discussing ways to foster growth and learning
in our youngest minds.

Join the movement that’s changing lives—one conversation at a time!



https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/beyond-the-blog/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/beyond-the-blog/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/connecting-communities-what-is-scglr-episode-1-with-beth-duda.mp3

FAMILY
FESTIVAL

THE 15-DAY HANDS-ON
LEARNING FESTIVAL!

CHILDREN + ADULTS LEARNING TOGETHER

Saturday, April 19
through
Saturday, May 3
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Get Ready!
The 4th Annual Suncoast Remake Learning Days
Festival is Almost Here!

Suncoast Remake Learning Days, a free, 15-day regional learning festival for
families, is set to return Saturday, April 19, through Saturday, May 3, 2025. This
year’s festival promises to be our most vibrant and engaging, with hands-on
learning experiences designed to inspire discovery, connection, and fun for the
entire community.

What’s Happening Now?

The countdown is on! Submit your SRLD event by February 15 (the final
deadline). There’s still time to join the growing community of hosts bringing
unique. engaging experiences to families across the region.

Curious about hosting or participating? This brochure explains how community
organizations can become SRLD event hosts and earn the support of The
Patterson Foundation. Click here to join us for a Muscle Building Labinar
designed to strengthen your SRLD events! These sessions will cover everything
from developing compelling programs to effective marketing strategies and
advanced social media techniques. It's a perfect training camp to equip hosts for
success while building a supportive network of fellow participants.

Looking to stay in the loop and add some excitement along the way?
Our Facebook group, Suncoast Remake Learning Hub, is buzzing with ideas,



https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2025-Suncoast-Remake-Learning-Days-Brochure_web.pdf
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/2025-Suncoast-Remake-Learning-Days-Brochure_web.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd-nuiIe1bwfuIMA_aIfKpqHhRK8Pueiy0hwccqq64v5nhtHg/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1102044631102107

updates, and opportunities—including a fun contest where active members can
win $25 gift cards on the 1st and 15th of each month. Whether you're new to the
festival or a returning participant, there’s never been a better time to get involved.

As Beth Duda shared on the Connecting Communities: Beyond The Blog

podcast, “Learning happens everywhere. In schools, yes, but also beyond
classrooms where we can work as a team to achieve more than we ever could
alone.” It's a timely reminder: children spend just 13% of their year in school,
while 54% of their time awake is spent outside the classroom. These out-of-
school moments are filled with opportunities for growth and connection—and
Suncoast Remake Learning Days celebrate these moments to their fullest.

Whether you’re an educator, caregiver, organization, or passionate community
member, we invite you to be part of this amazing learning ecosystem. Together,
let's make Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025 a festival for the books!

Every Day Counts!

The 2024-2025 Attendance
Awareness Poster Contest was a
resounding success, with over 39,000
students from our 4-county area
showcasing their creativity. PreK
through 5th-grade students designed
posters representing what “Make
Every Day a Learning Day” means to
them, offering a meaningful way to
highlight the importance of school
attendance and daily learning.

SCGLR’s amazing volunteers played
a key role by framing the winning
posters and helping recognize
students for their outstanding designs.
These opportunities allowed
community members to connect with
students’ artwork and witness the
incredible talent of our young learners.
The event celebrated student
achievements while demonstrating the
value of community involvement in
supporting education.

Pop-Up Neighbor: A Fresh
Spin on Community Care

How many quarters does it take to do
one small load of laundry? This does
NOT include the laundry detergent,
fabric softeners or the additional
quarters for drying.

Thanks to the generosity of The
Patterson Foundation, Pop-Up

Neighbor Through Laundry events

provide 3.5 hours of free laundry to
participants at select laundromats in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties throughout the
year. Many families are struggling for
many reasons, and we're hopeful that
the surprise of free laundry will bring
them some joy.

At pop-ups, consultants and
volunteers have conversations that
bloom into connections. Families say,
"This is a blessing." They share how
free laundry has provided them extra
money: "l can buy a present for my
daughter," "We can get hamburgers


https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/wp-content/uploads/connecting-communities-what-is-scglr-episode-1-with-beth-duda.mp3
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/attendance-awareness-poster-contest/
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/
https://www.gradelevelreadingsuncoast.net/project/pop-up-neighbor/

tonight and not eat peanut butter and
jelly again," and "This is
unbelievable." The smiles, laughter,
and conversations are continuous as
the clothes are cleaned.

It takes 18 quarters — 18 quarters
equals $4.50 without including
detergent! — to do one small load of
laundry. Since 2018, Pop-Up
Neighbor Through Laundry events
have surprised 2,023 families and
washed 21,191 loads of laundry.
That's a lot of quarters!

We welcome your thoughts. Contact us at info@GradelevelReadingSuncoast.net.
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