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POW - MIA - OREE

SHARE YOUR STORY
Please share your experiences after visiting Patriot
Plaza by sending your stories to Linda Gould
at LLGouldsrq@gmail.com.

DID YOU KNOW?
Patriot Plaza at Sarasota National Cemetery is available
free of cost for you and the community to use for events
honoring veterans.

Joshua Katz with his parents

Events at Patriot Plaza need to:
1) Be free and open to the public
2) Honor veterans
3) Maintain the dignity of a national cemetery
Download the Event Hosting Guidelines and contact
John Rosentrater, Sarasota National Cemetery Director
at john.rosentrater@va.gov or (941) 922-7200 to
request holding an event at Patriot Plaza.
Click here to learn more about Sarasota National
Cemetery.

GUIDED TOURS

Placement of the coins at each gravesite
On September 7, the Boy Scouts of America, led by
Eagle Scout Joshua Katz, held the first-ever POW-MIA

Public tours of Patriot Plaza are conducted every
Tuesday at 10am, except on federal holidays. Private
group and school tours can be scheduled Monday
through Friday.
Through a partnership with The Patterson
Foundation and the Arts and Cultural Alliance of

Outdoor Remembrance Educational Event (OREE) at
Patriot Plaza in Sarasota National Cemetery. The event
was created by Joshua Katz to annually recognize and
show respect for all Veterans and their families interred
at our national cemeteries, with the first event taking
place in 2014 at the South Florida National Cemetery in
Palm Beach County, Florida. The POW-MIA OREE
event was the first and still the only event that reads
aloud all the names of all the soldiers interred in those
national cemeteries. Once the names are read there is
a custom challenge coin left on each headstone, for
their families as a keepsake to let them know that no
soldier should ever be forgotten. This event has now
expanded to include most of the national cemeteries in
the State of Florida, calling for the creation of a youth
leadership traveling Venture Crew of Eagle Scouts and
other high ranking Scouts, that are currently traveling
the state and nearby states to teach and mentor
Scouts, Young Marines and Civil Air Patrol Youth
Members on how to run, perform and lead their own
large local military and veteran service events.

Sarasota County, Guides are recruited from the
Sarasota National Cemetery (SNC) volunteers and
trained on the history and meaning of the art elements
at Patriot Plaza to provide visitors with a deeper
understanding of service and sacrifice.
Tours are free and open to everyone who is interested.
To schedule a group or school tour, contact the Arts
Education Manager for the Arts and Cultural Alliance of
Sarasota County, (941) 365-5118, x301 or
education@sarasotaarts.org

VETERANS DAY MASS 2019

COMMUNITY OUTREACH EVENTS

The Diocese of Venice and Knights of Columbus
presented their annual Veterans Day Mass program to a
crowd of well over 700 members of our community. The
attendees included veterans from Korea and Vietnam,
as well as families of all ages who came out to
remember our country and its veterans on this solemn
day.
Ed Gates, Linda Gould and Bonnie Caplan
On September 14, 2019, Patriot Plaza Guides spoke to
teachers and parents at the 2019 EDStravaganza
sharing the Patriot Plaza exploration. The Patterson
Foundation provides funding for buses to take 4th grade
through 12th grade students and 8th grade Civics
classes to Sarasota National Cemetery to experience
the art and architecture of Patriot Plaza. If you would like
a tour in order to experience this one of a kind
amphitheater for yourself, friends or family,
call Sarasota Arts and Cultural Alliance at 941-3655118, ext 301 or send an email to
education@sarasotaarts.org.

Frank Quinn sharing photos of Patriot Plaza art
On November 9 at the first annual Veterans Day Block
Party in downtown Sarasota, The Patterson Foundation
teamed up with the Arts and Cultural Alliance of
Sarasota County and Sarasota National Cemetery to
share information on the Patriot Plaza amphitheater,
how to become a Patriot Plaza Guide and details on
interring loved ones at our Sarasota National Cemetery.
The event was well attended, and many veteran service
providers were on hand to share their support.

STAY CONNECTED
Share this newsletter with friends, family, and
co-workers. To be added to the distribution,
send your request to Linda Gould
at LLGouldsrq@gmail.com.
Follow and "Like" our Legacy of Valor
Facebook page for inspirational and
informative posts covering national and local
topics concerning veterans.
#PatriotPlaza
@ThePattersonFdn

UPCOMING EVENTS AT PATRIOT PLAZA
SARASOTA NATIONAL CEMETERY
9810 State Rd 72, Sarasota FL 34241
Wreaths Across America
Saturday, December 14
Remembrance Ceremony begins at 10:00am, however
early arrival is strongly encouraged
Celebrating The Stars and Stripes
Presidents Day
Monday, February 17, 2020 at 4:00pm

