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Southwest	Florida	celebrated	Independence	Day	this	past	week	with	several
opportunities	to	honor	veterans	and	their	families,	thanks	to	many	of	our
wonderful	Legacy	of	Valor	partners*.		

The	Bradenton
Marauders	kicked	off
Independence	Day
week	with	a	July	2
game	at	McKechnie
Field	honoring
veterans,	including
special	recognition	of
local	World	War	II
veterans.	More	than
$2,000	raised	by	a
jersey	auction	will
benefit	Honor	Flight	of
West	Central	Florida.
Fans	were	treated	to
Legacy	of	Valor
commemorative

baseballs,	a	concert	by	country	music	star	David	Nail	and	a	fireworks	show.	

Patriotic	pipes	and	brass	on	the	bayfront	July	4	entertained	the	masses
before	Sarasota’s	annual	fireworks	extravaganza	thanks	to	Jacobites	Pipe
and	Drum	Band,	The	First	Brass	and	Florida	Brass.	The	event	benefited	Cell
Phones	for	Soldiers	by	collecting	used	cell	phones.

Special	thanks	to	the	Suncoast	Charities	for	Children	for	recognizing	Legacy
of	Valor	in	the	Suncoast	Super	Boat	Grand	Prix	Festival	Parade	of	Boats.
Local	veterans	–	including	Greg	Para,	Chris	Davis	and	Linda	Gould	–
marched	in	the	parade	followed	by	a	Freedom.	Pass	It	On.	emblazoned
Mustang	convertible	courtesy	of	Sarasota	Ford.	Thanks	and	appreciation	to
Dale	Smith	for	capturing	amazing	photos!

		*	Don’t	worry	–	we’ll	be	highlighting	different	partners	with	each	newsletter!

Ways	to	Connect

Venice	Museum	&	Archives	-	KMI	Exhibit

Have	you	“Liked”	and	Shared	the	Legacy	of	Valor	Facebook	page	yet?	There’s
already	some	great	connecting	going	on!	Special	kudos	to	Denise	Kowal	and
Sheila	Foley	of	the	Chalk	Festival	for	sharing	how	much	they	enjoyed	the	exhibit
of	fellow	partner	Venice	Museum	and	Archives	that’s	running	through
November.	

Join	fellow	partners	The	Ringling,	Junior	League	of	Sarasota,	Manatee	County
	Habitat	for	Humanity		and	LoV	supporter			JFCS	Sarasota-Manatee		in	using	the
#LegacyofValor	hashtag	on	Facebook	and	Twitter.	

Media	Partners

Starting	Fourth	of	July	weekend,	Legacy	of	Valor	media	partners	began
showing	their	support	in	creative	ways.	We’ll	be	sharing	more	about	our	media
partners	in	the	weeks	and	months	to	come.

Leading	up	to	July	4th,	ABC	7	collected	viewer	veteran
photo	submissions,	sharing	the	photos	on	the	station’s
web	page	dedicated	to	veterans	and	airing	photos
throughout	the	holiday	weekend.	ABC	7	also	began
airing	the	Freedom.	Pass	It	On.	commercial	featuring
our	local	veterans.	

Clear	Channel	broadcasted	a	half-hour	interview
featuring	Debra	Jacobs	discussing	the	Legacy	of	Valor
campaign	leading	up	to	the	fireworks.	(This	year’s
fireworks	broadcast	was	dedicated	to	Legacy	of	Valor!)

SNN6	included	a	snippet	about	Legacy	of	Valor	in	its
pre-fireworks	programming.	

Events

6pm	07/11/2013
Witness	to	War	Gallery
Walk	&	Talk
At	The	Ringling,	explore	the
dual	nature	of	photography's
crucial	role	in	official
documentation	of	events	of
war,	as	well	as	personal
stories	of	soldiers	who
captured	the	images.	Free
for	Museum	Members.	For
more	information	click	here.

All	Day	07/13/2013
Veterans	Helping	Veterans
Ruby	Tuesday
The	Ruby	Tuesday	in
Ellenton	will	donate	20
percent	of	your	total	bill
to	State	College	of	Florida,
Manatee-Sarasota	Veterans
Collegiate	Association.	To
participate,	customers	must
present	the	event	flyer	here,
to	their	servers.

10:00am-2pm	07/20/2013
Snooty's	65th	Birthday
Bash,	Arts	&	Wildlife
Awareness	Festival
Stop	by	the	South	Florida
Museum		to	participate	in
activities,	learn	about
environmental	preservation,
interact	with	wildlife	and	arts
organizations	from	all	over
the	place,	visit	the	Legacy	of
Valor	exhibit	booth,	and	of
course	wish	Snooty	a
"Happy	Birthday!"	For	more
details	click	here.	

All	Day	07/20/2013
Veterans	Helping	Veterans
Ruby	Tuesday
The	Ruby	Tuesday	in
Ellenton	will	donate	20
percent	of	your	total	bill
to	State	College	of	Florida,
Manatee-Sarasota	Veterans
Collegiate	Association.	To
participate,	customers	must
present	the	event	flyer		here,
to	their	servers.

Vetern

Gideon	Thomas

Gideon	Thomas

RANK:						Recruiter

BRANCH:			Coast	Guard

YEARS	SERVED:	22

HOMETOWN:					Detroit,	MI

RESIDENCE:					Riverview,	FL

HGHEST	AWARD:				Coast
Guard	Achievement	Medal

REASON	FOR	ENTERING
THE	MILITARY:		"To	fulfill	my
duty	to	protect	our	country"	

Submit

Have	an	upcoming	event
honoring	veterans,	a	way	for
Legacy	of	Valor	Partners	to
continue	to	connect	or	a
special	project	your
organization	is	proud	of	that
you	want	to	share	with	the
Legacy	of	Valor	partner
family	through	the
newsletter?	Please	share	by
sending	to:

Erika	Nies		
eniestpf@gmail.com	

Stay	Connected

#LegacyofValor

#FreedomPassItOn
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