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Recovering with ResilienceRecovering with Resilience
From Hurricane IanFrom Hurricane Ian

Days of apprehension and preparation
culminated in Hurricane Ian’s historic U.S.
landfall in southwest Florida on September
28, 2022. The Category 4 storm’s
catastrophic impact unfolded over several
chaotic hours, devastating communities
and imperiling people and families along
the suncoast.

Unlike the threats we faced on that
harrowing day, the challenges many find
themselves navigating in Ian’s aftermath
have only begun to emerge. Damages to
our economic, social, spiritual, and
emotional well-being will necessitate a
long-term recovery effort after emergency
disaster-response efforts have concluded.

For decades, the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County has excelled at helping
people and families in our region recover
from unforeseen crises like Hurricane Ian
through nonprofit partnerships and efforts
such as Season of Sharing. The

Hurricane Ian Relief Concert:Hurricane Ian Relief Concert:
Co-presented by SarasotaCo-presented by Sarasota

Orchestra and the Van WezelOrchestra and the Van Wezel

Sarasota Orchestra and the Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall are co-presenting a
special concert with proceeds to benefit
Hurricane Ian recovery efforts. The
performance will be held THIS Friday,
October 7, at 7:00 pm at the Van Wezel
Performing Arts Hall.

The concert program showcases a broad
range of inspiring music, including Aaron
Copland's Fanfare for the Common
Man, John Williams’ Summon the Heroes –
originally composed for the 1996 Olympics
–and the theme from The Incredibles.  

All ticket proceeds from the concert benefit
the Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund  at
the Community Foundation of Sarasota
County. The Patterson Foundation is
providing a dollar-for-dollar match for
donations to the Fund, up to $750,000.
Additional donations may be made at the
performance, or on the official Community
Foundation of Sarasota County website.
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Community Foundation of Sarasota
County’s Suncoast Disaster Recovery
Fund is guided by that experience. The
Fund gives generous donors the
opportunity to support long-term, long-
range programs to sustain human service
agencies serving people in Charlotte,
DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties
as they recover from Hurricane Ian’s
impact.

To help our region recover from Hurricane
Ian with resilience, The Patterson
Foundation is contributing to the Suncoast
Disaster Recovery Fund in ways that aspire
to catalyze donor support. This contribution
includes:

$500,000 in seed funding
A dollar-for-dollar match for all
donations up to $750,000 —
doubling the impact of every donor’s
contribution

This support will generate a total of $2
million to strengthen Hurricane Ian
recovery efforts in Charlotte, DeSoto,
Manatee, and Sarasota counties.

Long-term recovery funding has been one
of The Patterson Foundation’s main focus
areas since our inception because of the
pivotal role it plays in strengthening people,
organizations, and communities following
natural and human-made disasters —
threats that take many forms and leave
complex challenges in their wake. The
Community Foundation of Sarasota County
shares our emphasis on this crucial — if
sometimes overlooked — element in the
rebuilding process, and we are grateful for
our continued collaboration with their team
of gifted changemakers.

As our region begins to cope, adapt, and
innovate beyond Hurricane Ian’s
heartbreaking devastation, the Suncoast
Disaster Recovery Fund will offer donors of
all backgrounds a trusted resource to put
their helping hearts into action.

Learn how you can help our region recover
with resilience at the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County's website.

Sarasota Art Museum ofSarasota Art Museum of
Ringling CollegeRingling College

“Sarasota Orchestra and the Van Wezel
are performing an important community
service in presenting this concert in support
of the Hurricane Ian relief efforts and our
local heroes. We hope this concert will lift
spirits and offer an opportunity for
community members to play an important
part in contributing to disaster recovery
across the Suncoast.” -- Roxie Jerde,
President and CEO, Community
Foundation of Sarasota County  

Crafted by Conductor Christopher
Confessore, a Sarasota native and
Principal Pops conductor of the Alabama
Symphony, the concert serves as a salute
to the extraordinary first responders who
embody hope and service during periods of
adversity.
 
The program will be 60-70 minutes without
intermission. 
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Sarasota Art Museum of Ringling
College (SAM) is offering free access to
help families while schools are closed from
Tuesday, October 4 – Saturday, October 8.
The museum is providing snacks, activities
for kids, free internet, and entertainment! 
The Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level
Reading will also engage children and
families at the SCGLR table with FREE
books and joyful stewardship from 11a–3p
on Friday, October 7, and 10a–3p on
Saturday and Sunday.

SAM will assist those interested in donating
to support the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County's Suncoast Disaster
Recovery Fund. 

"As information continues to surface on the
extent of Hurricane Ian’s destruction, The
Patterson Foundation and Community
Foundation of Sarasota County have set
up a disaster relief fund to help area
residents through what is expected to be a
long-term recovery.

The Patterson Foundation has given a gift
of $500,000 to the new Suncoast Disaster
Recovery Fund. In addition, TPF has
offered a dollar-for-dollar match for every
donation up to $750,000 – all of which has
the potential to bring the fund to at least $2
million." — Saundra Amrhein, Sarasota
Herald-Tribune

“I think the power from a donor’s
perspective is that you want to double your
impact. We need to be able to address
what will emerge as our region sorts out
the damage and finds ways to recover with
resiliency.” – Debra Jacobs, president &
CEO of The Patterson Foundation.

We welcome your thoughts. Connect with us at thepattersonfoundation@gmail.com
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