
 

 
The Patterson Foundation created Tech Excellence to foster learning

opportunities for TPFers to evolve their digital skills and receive ongoing
support as they bolster TPF's collaborative approach to philanthropy. 

 
 

Monthly Class Sign-Up List

Monthly classes enhance your digital skills by focusing on key software and
platforms. Each class lasts between 1 to 1.5 hours.

Sign up for available classes here.

 
New Additions to the Tech
Excellence Video Library

Learning LinkedIn 101:
Striving for Professional
Excellence: Watch here (52
mins)
Creating Frameworks and
Run of Shows. Watch here
(48 minutes)
Simplifying Sheets for
Beginners: Watch here (70
minutes)

The Great Drive Migration

TPF is transitioning towards
creating and using a centralized
Drive owned by TPF, an umbrella
account for all Drives with paid
storage space to account for the
work of all initiatives. Rather than
having multiple initiative Drives
owned by various individuals, we
will merge them under one
umbrella account. Given the
comprehensiveness of this project,
there is no exact timeline, but the
goal is to ensure all initiatives have

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWmqbM_r26X5MnLGXmyJQIjrx0sI3ZRDS2DVU1WUgxw/edit?tab=t.0
https://youtu.be/WvaVeTn6l_I
https://youtu.be/S1Le0RXwE3k
https://youtu.be/S1Le0RXwE3k
https://youtu.be/kvlI7rLNU40
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=8e98e2f9-dd5c-4eeb-a7c6-d9ffd163ded3


TPF's AI Exploration
Journey

Last year, Andrew Spector began
an AI exploration journey to
understand what's happening in
the AI space and explore
opportunities for The Patterson
Foundation (TPF) to optimize
efforts. As a result of his
exploration, he developed an AI
Strategy detailing approaches to
thinking about AI and AI
opportunities within and beyond
TPF.

As a result of that research, we've
launched an initial TPF AI Squad,
consisting of Andrew Spector,
Beth Duda, Jennifer Abbott, and
Kiarra Louis, to prioritize and begin
executing the next steps. As we
begin to do so, we'd like to hear
from you.

Please complete the Patterson
Foundation's AI Exploration
Survey here (10-15 minutes) by
Friday, April 25th, to be entered in
a Spinner Wheel to win a $100
Pay It Forward Award.

1. Open a Google Doc and click
"Tools" in the menu bar. 

2. Then, choose "Translate

a Drive under the TPF umbrella
account by June 1. 

Initiative-focused classes will be
offered this month, which will focus
on this topic to explain how you
can start migrating files from your
Drive to your initiative’s Drive. 

If you have not used Google Drive
before, please watch this class
recording - Google Workplace:
Discover Drive for an overview of
how it works (Billable to Tech
Excellence). Questions? Contact
Kiarra Louis. 

Have You Heard of
Grammarly? 

Grammarly is an AI-powered
writing assistant designed to help
people improve their writing by
providing real-time suggestions for
grammar, spelling, punctuation,
clarity, conciseness, tone, and
overall readability. It works across
various platforms, including web
browsers, Microsoft Word, Google
Docs, and even email clients like
Gmail and Outlook.

Grammarly offers a browser
extension that integrates
seamlessly into your everyday
online writing—whether you're
drafting emails, writing reports in
Google Docs, or posting on social
media. With the extension,
Grammarly provides real-time
grammar, spelling, clarity, and
tone suggestions without
downloading or installing software.
The great thing is it has a free
version! Watch this video on how it
works, and learn what the free
version offers here. 

How can Grammarly help
TPFers in their day-to-day
work?

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4LdUWWpP6QQaq450E1pAzNbhRXwuiilJ40q6gvxXat6Yp7w/viewform
https://youtu.be/bkqs_C5kwAM?si=nj7Z6cORGyfLflJu
mailto:Klouis@thepattersonfoundation.org
https://www.grammarly.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doTMUdBBq7A&list=PLfPYYNRetSN9E3H3Hnc2YcQnqi_JQuvcX
https://youtu.be/-3-dRuBvqv8?si=yY9Qb7NMyyG0ramR


Document." 
3. Pick the language you want

to translate it to, and you
instantly get a machine-
translated version of the doc.

If you have an iPhone, chances
are that every photo you take will
be saved in your photo gallery as a
high-efficiency image file (HEIC). 

HEIC files are half the size of a
standard JPG, and the image
quality is considered better, too.
However, the biggest drawback to
using HEIC files is that they aren’t
supported by every device — at
least, not yet. Under most
circumstances, you won’t even
notice that your photos are saved
as a HEIC file until you have
difficulties transferring photo files
or uploading them to a form or a
website because HEIC files aren’t
supported everywhere yet. 

If your HEIC file isn’t being
accepted somewhere and you
need to make a switch or convert
it, here are some options:

Change iPhone Camera
Settings 
If you want your iPhone to stop
saving photos in HEIC format:

1. Open Settings.
2. Scroll down and tap Camera.
3. Tap Formats.
4. Select Most Compatible

(instead of High Efficiency).
This will make your iPhone save
photos as JPG instead of HEIC.

Emails
Grammarly ensures that
emails are clear,
professional, and free of
grammatical errors. It can
also adjust the tone to be
more formal, friendly, or
confident, depending on the
context.

Blogs & Reports
When writing blogs or
reports, Grammarly helps
refine the structure,
enhances readability, and
ensures clarity. It provides
insights into word choice,
sentence flow, and
engagement.

Tech Excellence’s Spinner
Wheel Winner

Aileen Peña has won a $100 Pay It
Forward Award. Please forward
this newsletter with your
organization selection from The
Giving Partner to Nancy Vafeas by
Friday, April 18. 

CISCO’s Introduction to
Cybersecurity Course

CISCO’s Introduction to
Cybersecurity course will teach
you cybersecurity basics to protect
your personal digital life and gain

https://www.thegivingpartner.org/
mailto:nvafeas@thepattersonfoundation.org
https://skillsforall.com/course/introduction-to-cybersecurity?utm_medium=event&utm_source=skillsforall.com&utm_campaign=writ&utm_content=getstartedbuttonI2cyber&utm_team=field_global&courseLang=en-US


Convert HEIC to JPG/PNG on
Mac (If you have a Mac)

1. Open the HEIC image in
Preview.

2. Click File > Export.
3. Choose JPEG or PNG as the

format.
4. Click Save.

Use an Online Converter tool,
websites like:
Upload your photo(s) to one of the
sites below:

1. Canva 
2. Cloud Convert
3. Free Convert
4. heictojpg.com

These can quickly convert HEIC
files to JPG or PNG.

insights into the biggest security
challenges companies,
governments, and educational
institutions face today. Only three
modules are part of the Tech
Excellence Curriculum.

Module 1: Introduction to
Cybersecurity
Module 2: Attacks, Concepts,
and Techniques 
Module 3: Protecting Your
Data and Privacy 

​To earn your Cybersecurity Badge,
submit the Tech Excellence
Feedback Survey | a screenshot of
the (3) quizzes | Complete the Lab
– Who Owns Your Data? |
Complete the Lab — What Was
Taken (You only need one
example) 

Why Tech Excellence Matters

At The Patterson Foundation, technology is more than just tools—it’s a way to
connect people, organizations, and communities in meaningful and impactful ways.
By investing in Tech Excellence, we empower ourselves to work smarter, collaborate
better, and innovate together. Remember, there’s more than one way to engage with
Tech Excellence. You can attend a virtual class, schedule a 1:1 Learning Lesson,
watch a recorded class, or even learn by yourself via GCF Global.

We welcome your thoughts or any questions. Contact Kiarra Louis at KLouis@thepattersonfoundation.org.

    

The Patterson Foundation | 2 N. Tamiami Trail Suite 206 | Sarasota, FL 34236 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://www.canva.com/features/heic-to-jpg-converter/
https://cloudconvert.com/heic-to-jpg
https://www.freeconvert.com/heic-to-jpg
https://heictojpg.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBmOObWNAXPSpwM9cQDNgBfQHVS8cDRoZ2lWV4QyVXGc-XQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dIBhJuOXpnwOaONQcQfzkqXJ_EBHq4Bv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ak5qLhKw7FbRm3A91pekhH0sRx-VMSAy/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEUAwhB017WX57tIQeLdJulpq4DjU2WuGBnssshOi9Lxeupw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrSYYOmpAd1owYNEdnJ6YNLe-P9fC4K3I
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/
mailto:klouis@thepattersonfoundation.org
https://www.facebook.com/ThePattersonFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/thepattersonfdn/
https://twitter.com/ThePattersonFdn
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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