
 

 
The Patterson Foundation created Tech Excellence to foster learning

opportunities for TPFers to evolve their digital skills and receive ongoing
support as they bolster TPF's collaborative approach to philanthropy. 

 
 

What’s New?
As we look ahead to the new year, The Patterson Foundation’s Tech Excellence is excited
to introduce innovative ways to elevate your digital skills and strengthen our collective
impact. In 2025, Tech Excellence will bring engaging, collaborative learning opportunities
and real-world applications to help every TPFer thrive in our tech-powered world.

Tech Excellence Trivia
Get ready to challenge yourself with Tech Excellence Trivia. Featured in Debra’s morning
missives, these fun and interactive trivia sessions are designed to highlight areas for
growth by uncovering what you know—and what you might explore further. Tech
Excellence Trivia is a great way to stay curious and build confidence. Want to give it a try?
Complete the Tech Excellence Trivia here.
 
Peer-to-Peer Learning on Google Chat
Our new Peer-to-Peer Learning Group on Google Chat is your go-to space for
collaborating and sharing knowledge with fellow TPFers. Find quick answers to questions
like, “What’s the time limit for a free Zoom meeting?” or “Has anyone encountered this
problem before?” Discovering new tools and approaches together in real time. Join the
space here, and begin engaging with TPFers by asking a tech question or sharing
your tech cookies! 

Project-Based Workshops with Digital Certifications
Take your learning to the next level with Advanced Project-Based Workshops! These
focused sessions will build on the skills developed in basic classes, allowing you to work

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GlA226RXWgNa20MyYDFc03X-asdeZY4P/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeTIjBPC7fA46UDURA0NhYI_q4Y1EYVGhEipfJ1gFboGs_Jgg/viewform?usp=dialog
https://mail.google.com/chat/u/0/#chat/space/AAAAmHMS4p0
https://www.netacad.com/courses/introduction-to-cybersecurity?utm_medium=event&utm_source=skillsforall.com&utm_campaign=writ&utm_content=getstartedbuttonI2cyber&utm_team=field_global&courseLang=en-US
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrSYYOmpAd1owYNEdnJ6YNLe-P9fC4K3I&feature=shared
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=974ff4aa-25cf-4b43-a4cc-8679a8b89335


on real-world TPF projects that reinforce learning and boost confidence. Connect TPF
concepts, systems, and processes with the tech tools we use every day. By participating,
you’ll earn digital certificates to recognize your achievements and commitment to
continuous improvement.

Monthly Class Sign-Up List
Monthly classes enhance your digital skills by focusing on key software and platforms.
Each class lasts for 1 to 1.5 hours, which allows for personalized attention and support.

Advanced courses offer smaller class sizes for an even more immersive learning
experience, taking your skills to the next level. 

Sign up for available classes here.

 
 

Saving your PowerPoint file with the
.PPS or .PPSX (for newer versions)
file extension will make it open
directly in slideshow mode rather
than in the PowerPoint editor. 

This is a handy trick if you want your
presentation to start automatically in
full-screen mode, making it more
convenient for direct presentations.

Here's how to save in that format:
1. Go to File > Save As.
2. In the "Save as type"

dropdown, select PowerPoint
Show (.PPS or .PPSX).

3. Save the file.

​Now, when you open the .PPS or
.PPSX file, it will launch directly into
the slideshow view

Spotlighting TPF
Beyond Its Initiatives at

Immersion 2025 —
Tech Excellence

We’re looking forward to Immersion
2025 — Raise The Curtain: Script to
Stage on January 31st! Every
production relies on impeccable
backstage coordination, and TPF is
no different. Through Tech
Excellence, we ensure TPFers have
the digital tools and skills to
collaborate seamlessly.

We look forward to seeing Donna
Puhalovich and Maribel Martinez on
stage, bringing these tools to life!

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWmqbM_r26X5MnLGXmyJQIjrx0sI3ZRDS2DVU1WUgxw/edit?tab=t.0
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/tpf-tech-excellence.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/consultants/donna-puhalovich.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/consultants/martinez.html


CISCO’s Introduction to
Cybersecurity Course

CISCO’s Introduction to
Cybersecurity course will teach you
cybersecurity basics to protect your
personal digital life and gain insights
into the biggest security challenges
companies, governments, and
educational institutions face today.
Only three modules are part of the
Tech Excellence Curriculum.

Module 1: Introduction to
Cybersecurity
Module 2: Attacks, Concepts,
and Techniques 
Module 3: Protecting Your
Data and Privacy 

​To earn your Cybersecurity Badge,
submit the Tech Excellence
Feedback Survey | a screenshot of
the (3) quizzes | Complete the Lab –
Who Owns Your Data? | Complete
the Lab — What Was Taken (You
only need one example) 

Why Tech Excellence
Matters

At The Patterson Foundation,
technology is more than just tools—
it’s a way to connect people,
organizations, and communities in
meaningful and impactful ways. By
investing in Tech Excellence, we
empower ourselves to work smarter,
collaborate better, and innovate
together. Remember, there’s more
than one way to engage with Tech
Excellence. You can attend a virtual
class, schedule a 1:1 Learning
Lesson, watch a recorded class, or
even learn by yourself via GCF

Did You Know?
The Patterson Foundation is
transitioning towards creating and
using a centralized Drive owned by
TPF, an umbrella account for all
Drives with paid storage space to
account for the work of all initiatives.
Rather than having multiple initiative
Drives owned by various individuals,
we will merge them under one
umbrella account.

What Will Happen During The
Transition and How Does This

Transition Affect You? 

Initiatives without a Drive will have
a Drive folder created for them under
the TPF Umbrella. Leads will be
asked to store their files in this
collaborative space, which they will
manage and determine who needs
access. 

Initiatives with a Drive will be asked
to transfer ownership of their initiative
Drive folders to The Patterson
Foundation. They will continue to
manage and oversee their Drive
folders and determine who needs
access to them as usual. 

TPFers will be asked to transfer
ownership of the collaborative TPF
documents they own to The
Patterson Foundation to help
consolidate ownership and free up
their Drive space. 

What Should Transfer
Collaborative documents such as
runs of show, frameworks, etc.

What Should Not Transfer
Documents for personal use should
not be transferred, such as Tech
Excellence homework, personal
reference materials, etc.
If you have not used Google Drive
before, please watch this Class
recording - Google Workplace:
Discover Drive for an overview of
how it works (Billable to Tech
Excellence).

https://skillsforall.com/course/introduction-to-cybersecurity?utm_medium=event&utm_source=skillsforall.com&utm_campaign=writ&utm_content=getstartedbuttonI2cyber&utm_team=field_global&courseLang=en-US
https://skillsforall.com/course/introduction-to-cybersecurity?utm_medium=event&utm_source=skillsforall.com&utm_campaign=writ&utm_content=getstartedbuttonI2cyber&utm_team=field_global&courseLang=en-US
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeBmOObWNAXPSpwM9cQDNgBfQHVS8cDRoZ2lWV4QyVXGc-XQA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dIBhJuOXpnwOaONQcQfzkqXJ_EBHq4Bv/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Ak5qLhKw7FbRm3A91pekhH0sRx-VMSAy/view
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEUAwhB017WX57tIQeLdJulpq4DjU2WuGBnssshOi9Lxeupw/viewform
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLrSYYOmpAd1owYNEdnJ6YNLe-P9fC4K3I
https://edu.gcfglobal.org/en/
https://youtu.be/bkqs_C5kwAM?si=nj7Z6cORGyfLflJu


Global. 

Quick Links
The Tech Excellence Page

TPF Tech Excellence Passport
To earn a completion badge from Kiarra Louis for each software listed
demonstrate proficiency by attending classes or 1:1 Learning Sessions and
completing homework.

Tech Excellence Video Library

Monthly Class Sigh Up Sheet

The Patterson Foundation's Tech
Excellence 1:1 Request

GFCGlobal

We welcome your thoughts or any questions. Contact Kiarra Louis at KLouis@thepattersonfoundation.org.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fWmqbM_r26X5MnLGXmyJQIjrx0sI3ZRDS2DVU1WUgxw/view#heading=h.s52u1qt679x8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEUAwhB017WX57tIQeLdJulpq4DjU2WuGBnssshOi9Lxeupw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScEUAwhB017WX57tIQeLdJulpq4DjU2WuGBnssshOi9Lxeupw/viewform
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