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The Patterson Foundation’s Higher Water team is honored to have been chosen to present at the 2023 FPN Statewide
Summit on Philanthropy, February 1–3, 2023, at the JW Marriott Bonnet Creek Resort & Spa in Orlando. Our session, "Higher
Waters: How Funders Can Engage Coastal and Inland Communities in a Hot Topic," will share how funders can connect with
scientists, governments, nonprofits, businesses, media, and communities to identify the impacts of sea-level rise and the
effects that higher waters in bays, rivers, and creeks will have on housing, commerce, and natural resources. Attendees will
learn how and why The Patterson Foundation has launched its Higher Waters: Suncoast Quality of Life initiative to discover
and discuss the visible effects of a changing climate.

We look forward to sharing what we’ve learned about improving the lives of Floridians most vulnerable to the impact of
economic realities, policies that harm, and environments under attack.

Learn More

One of the easiest tasks associated with the Higher Waters: Suncoast
Quality of Life initiative has been finding information about sea-level
rise and flooding.

One of the most difficult chores has been culling the voluminous
content on these topics in order to create a handy, digestible, and
visually compelling resource guide for navigating Higher Waters.

Our team waded through hundreds of reports – data sets and charts –
static and interactive – to select ten resources that together provide
overviews of sea-level rise and flooding risks. The resources cover the
waterfront, featuring global, regional, and local data – in some cases
down to specific addresses.

A guiding goal of our initiative is to collect and share credible
information that stimulates thoughtful community engagement.
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Explore our newly curated Higher Waters Resource Library

HIgher Waters is an initiative of

HIGHER WATERS TEAM WILL PRESENT AT FPN’S STATEWIDE SUMMIT ON PHILANTHROPY 

HIGHER WATER RELEASES ITS RESOURCE LIBRARY
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WHEN 'DEM BONES' NEED
CONNECTIVE TISSUE
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If you’re over a certain age, you might have sung the
“Dem Bones” song or some variation as a child in
public school or Sunday school. Dem Bones (known
as Dry Bones) is a spiritual based on the Old
Testament Book of Ezekiel and his vision of the
valley of dry bones. 

Written by James Weldon Johnson, who also wrote
the lyrics to Lift Every Voice and Sing, the song was
first recorded in 1928. In this blog, Tom Tryon
shares how thoughts about dry bones – and the
value of connective tissue – related to the Higher
Waters: Suncoast Quality of Life initiative. 

Continue Reading 'Dem Bones'

ENVIRONMENTAL ANXIETY : 
FEELING AN OCEAN OF CHANGE

It's too big. We can't do anything about it." 

"How can we reverse something that seems like
it has an irreversible impact?"

"I'm just one person. I can't make a difference."

These statements are symptoms of
environmental anxiety – the fear of doom
when people experience natural disasters or
observe the effects of climate change. As
part of Generation Z, TPF Fellow Rachel
Hettinger has undoubtedly experienced
environmental anxiety. Living in the
Suncoast region, it was hard not to when
hurricane Ian hit us. Previously residing in
Indiana, hurricanes are now her new
environmental anxiety trigger. In her blog,
Rachel begins to answer a question she's
always asking in the back of her mind, "How
can we move things forward in a positive
direction if we are stuck in a state of eco-
anxiety?"

Continue to Full Post

2023 ANNUAL CLIMATE CONFERENCE 
On Thursday, February 9, Tom Tryon will attend the Climate Adaptation Center
2023 Climate Conference focusing on “The Triple Threat from Water and the
Emergence of the Climate Economy.” The conference focuses on topics
especially relevant to living in Florida: the threats posed by climbing
temperatures, extreme weather events, and rising sea levels; and how climate
action can drive new economic opportunities and stimulate growth.

Learn More
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