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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.

We want to extend our heartfelt thanks to YOU for subscribing to the Digital Access for All
(DA4A) newsletter. We appreciate your interest in creating pathways to digital inclusion
and well-being for people of all ages and backgrounds.

This year has been filled with moments of connection, innovation, and progress, and we’re
excited to share some highlights of our journey together:

Engagement Highlights
Open Rates: Averaged 43% — far surpassing industry standards, showing
your commitment to this vital work.
Click-Through Rates: Peaked at 13%, reflecting enthusiasm for exploring
resources and stories.

Impactful Conversations
Each month, we’ve shared stories, resources, and innovative solutions that
shine a light on efforts to enhance access to digital technology. Your
participation and feedback have driven our mission forward.

As we reflect on these metrics, we’re reminded of the core belief behind DA4A: Digital
access is not a luxury — it’s a necessity. Through your engagement, you’re helping to lay
the groundwork for a more inclusive society where everyone has the tools and
connections to thrive.

Looking ahead, we’re excited to continue this journey with you, bringing fresh insights,
impactful stories, and opportunities to strengthen digital access for all. Together, we can
bridge the digital divide and ensure everyone benefits from the boundless possibilities of
our digital evolution.

Thank you for being part of this effort. Let’s keep connecting, innovating, and thriving!

Join Us for Suncoast Connect in 2025
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In celebration of the fifth year of the Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative, The Patterson
Foundation is hosting a Digital Access for All Symposium, Suncoast Connect: Innovating
and Thriving in the Digital Age, on Tuesday, March 11, and Wednesday, March 12, 2025,
at The Ora in Sarasota, Florida. Suncoast Connect includes a keynote, plenary, breakout
sessions, panels, flash presentations, and innovative learning opportunities in the three
essential elements of digital access: connectivity, devices, and skills training and support.
Whether you are new to the digital access space or an expert in the field, there will be
something for all. Learn more and register here.

Join Us For Suncoast Digital Connect:
​A “Learning Thursdays” Webinar Series by Digital Access for All
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The Patterson Foundation's Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative is excited to present
Suncoast Digital Connect: A "Learning Thursdays" Webinar Series developed to maintain
momentum leading up to the Suncoast Symposium on Tuesday, March 11, and
Wednesday, March 12, 2025, in Sarasota, Florida.

Kicking off in December 2024, this monthly series will bring together thought leaders,
innovators, and advocates to explore crucial themes related to digital access and equity.
Each 30-minute webinar will dive into the essential elements of digital inclusion—
affordable and reliable internet, devices, and the skills/support needed to thrive in the
digital age. These elements are necessary for creating a digitally vibrant future, and this
series will offer invaluable insights and actionable strategies to help organizations and
communities advance their efforts. After each webinar, we invite you to stay with us for an
additional 15 minutes to continue the conversation and go deeper into the topics we’ve
explored.

This webinar series is designed to keep the conversation going, spark new ideas, and
ensure that when we gather in person at the Suncoast Connect Symposium in 2025, we
arrive with fresh insights and even stronger connections within the DA4A community.

Register here!

Suncoast Digital Connect Webinar:
Launching Conversations on Preparedness and Innovation

By Ericia Henry 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG0TV6N8B_y9hUbsWaKBKqwVvn78vcIwQ1nZqxEZqFEodDJw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScG0TV6N8B_y9hUbsWaKBKqwVvn78vcIwQ1nZqxEZqFEodDJw/viewform?usp=sharing
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/staff/ericia-henry-2.html


On December 5, 2024, The Patterson Foundation's Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative
launched its first Suncoast Digital Connect Webinar. This series was developed to
maintain momentum leading up to our rescheduled Suncoast Symposium, which was
postponed due to Hurricane Milton. These webinars serve as a bridge to keep
engagement high and conversations meaningful as we prepare for the Suncoast Connect
symposium. Read Ericia Henry's recap here. 

Digital Access for All Registers as a Coalition!
By Maribel Martinez

DA4A forms part of a national fabric of digital inclusion organizations across the country
working as local coalitions to end the digital divide. Read on to learn why and how The
Patterson Foundation continues to share its digital access “cookies."

Exciting News: Florida BEAD Proposal Approved

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) recently
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announced that Florida’s Initial Proposal for Broadband Equity Access and Deployment
(BEAD) has been approved. The approval enables Florida to request access to funding
and begin implementation of the program—a major step towards closing the digital divide.
Read on here. 

The Wheels on the Delivery Service Go Round and Round
By Carol Kranitz

Planes, Trains and Automobiles, a 1987 movie starring John Candy and Steve Martin, was
the story of two men trying to get home for Thanksgiving despite transportation
challenges. Fast forward 37 years, transportation is still a challenge for individuals and
families trying to seek digital access. Scratching your head? Read Carol’s blog to hear the
connections between transportation, connectivity, and computers.

Broadband and Workforce Development: Bridging the Digital
Divide Mapping the Future of Digital Access: Takeaways from

Florida's Broadband Summit
By Ericia Henry
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Members of the DA4A team, including Ericia Henry, had the opportunity to attend the
Florida Broadband Summit 2024 at the Renaissance Orlando at SeaWorld. In this blog,
Ericia shares highlights from the summit, including "orchids and onions" of broadband's
impact, revealing that access is crucial for employment, education, and overcoming
barriers in underserved areas. A memorable analogy stressed the importance of nurturing
future talent: "The 8th graders doing cannonballs in the pool today will be your employees
in the next five years." Read her blog to learn about the impact of broadband on workforce
development and quality of life.

The Selby Foundation’s Recent Investments

The Selby Foundation's latest "Small and Mighty" grant recipients are making our
community brighter with programs supporting students, artists, and technology users.

Links to Success will have new technology and furnishings to support a growing
team focused on increasing post-secondary attainment and parental involvement in
education in DeSoto County.
FUNducation will purchase the newest STEAM (science, technology, engineering,
art, and math) tools to boost the organization's residency program with elementary-
aged students.
SPAACES Foundation will improve shared spaces for professional artists. In
addition to providing affordable studios, the organization develops partnerships
between artists and local nonprofits to increase understanding of social issues using
art as a medium for expression.
Sarasota Technology Users Group will purchase parts to refurbish donated devices
to increase digital access.

Read more here

2024 State of Philanthropy Tech Survey:
A Survey of Grantmaking Organizations

Every two years, the Technology Association of Grantmakers (TAG) conducts its
preeminent philanthropy tech survey to understand the policies, practices, and perceptions
within the grantmaking community. It offers valuable insights into how grantmaking
organizations leverage technology to advance their missions, deepen their impact, and
manage risk. Topics covered and key insights reported on include IT budget and staffing,
systems selection, and evolving trends. Read the report here. 

Here are four developments worth noting:
Artificial Intelligence (AI): 80% of grantmakers are experimenting with AI, however
only 30% have put any governance in place. 
Evolution of the Workplace: 69% of grantmakers plan to remain or move to a
hybrid/remote workplace model for 2024 and beyond.
Responsiveness to Nonprofit Needs: 20% of grantmakers are providing support
for tech and tools for nonprofits in 2024, down from 23% in 2022.
Technology Budget: 28% of grantmakers are investing 6-10% of their operating
budget in technology, down from 36% in 2022.

Subscribe to the
DeSoto Digest

Donna Puhalovich Joins
the DA4A Team
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The Patterson Foundation believes
that individuals, organizations, and
communities can achieve their goals
by working together. By collectively
pursuing common aspirations, they
can strengthen themselves and their
communities as they share a vision to
shape the future. DeSoto County
Ahead exemplifies this approach,
where community members learn
from each other, share their
experiences, and collectively evolve
to create a stronger, more resilient
community.

In February, TPF launched a
newsletter, the DeSoto Digest,
available in English and Spanish and
in digital and print formats to
showcase the work of TPF initiatives,
including Digital Access for All in
DeSoto County. It also highlights how
residents can participate in
community-building activities and
spotlights the steps that community
members take to create a positive
future. Sign up here. 

The DA4A team is thrilled to welcome
Donna Puhalovich. For years, Donna
has worked with The Patterson
Foundation’s Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading and Advancing
Philanthropic Leadership initiatives.
At the beginning of her career, she
worked in the technology field with
NCR and then the Internet Access
Group. After a short break to raise
her three boys, she began working at
Manatee Technical College in the
Grants/Marketing Department. As life
evolved, so did her passion. She felt
the calling and needed to have daily
connections with her community and
to use her knowledge and
experiences to help others feel
supported and valued. Learn more
about Donna here.

The Women's Resource Center’s 2024 Impact Report

Discover the impactful work of the Women's Resource Center in supporting our
community's needs, including their digital navigation work. Dive into their latest
impact report here.

Karen Stewart Closes Her Chapter with
The Patterson Foundation 

The DA4A team wants to express its deepest gratitude to
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Karen Stewart, who is closing her chapter with The
Patterson Foundation’s DA4A team to embrace new
adventures, focusing on family and travel in the new year.
Karen’s time with us has been nothing short of
transformative. Her expertise and commitment have
enriched our mission in countless ways, including:

Shining a Light on Broadband Progress: Karen’s
insights into broadband legislation and funding
illuminated opportunities for communities to
optimize resources, ensuring digital access for
those who need it most. Her thoughtful storytelling
brought these complex topics to life, empowering
people to take action and foster inclusion.

A Heartfelt Presence: With her kind and calm
disposition, Karen brought a sense of steadiness
and warmth to the team. She exemplified
collaboration, demonstrating how empathy and
expertise together create a meaningful impact.

As we bid farewell to Karen, we celebrate her
achievements and thank her for being an integral part of
our journey. While she embarks on new adventures, her
spirit and dedication will remain a cherished part of the
DA4A family. Her work has strengthened our collective
resolve to create a more digitally inclusive future. We
thank her for everything she’s given — we wish her joy,
discovery, and fulfillment in the exciting chapters ahead.
While her work with us ends on a regular basis, we will
still see Karen in various opportunities throughout the
future of the DA4A initiative.

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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