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The Patterson Foundation (TPF) created its Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative to explore,
educate, and engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in
ways that foster inclusion and well-being.

 
Sharing highlights from TPF’s
Funder Workshop on Multi-

sector Collaborations in
Digital Access 

On Monday, December 5th, The
Patterson Foundation's Digital Access
For All initiative, in partnership with the
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading,
hosted its second of eight Digital
Access Funder Workshops: Multi-sector
Collaborations in Digital Access, No
One Said it Would be Easy. We were
delighted to be joined by over 33
participants from funders and
organizations across the country for an
interactive workshop featuring: Judith
Fletcher, Frederick A. DeLuca
Foundation, Nick Savage, Community
Partners of South Florida, James
Gavrilos, Education Foundation of Palm
Beach County, and Randy
Scheid, Quantum Foundation. During
the workshop, participants actively
engaged in interactive discussions
around the successes and challenges of
multi-sector collaborations in Digital
Access. Thoughtful contributions were
made to help advance knowledge
sharing and expand our understanding

The City of Sarasota Launches
Free Wi-Fi in the Parks Pilot

Program By Kiarra Louis

Recognizing the importance of
connectivity to accomplish a multitude
of activities and responsibilities, the City
of Sarasota has launched a Free Wi-Fi
in the Parks pilot program, being funded
with $470,000 in federal American
Rescue Plan dollars. The pilot program
is bringing free connectivity to four
parks: Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Memorial Park (MLK) Park, Bayfront
Park, Arlington Park, and Payne Park.
Continue reading to learn more about
this exciting program and its potential to
enhance the quality of life in our
community.
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of what's possible.
 
Explore these helpful resources
below to further your work in Digital
Access:

1. To explore diverse ways funders
are investing in Digital Access,
check out the National
Philanthropy Scan
Report: Society and Philanthropy
in Action: Creating New Realities
in Digital Access.

2. Subscribers to the Digital Access
for All Newsletter can stay up to
date on future Workshops, plus
current and emerging resources
to help further you and your
organization's work.

3. Explore additional
resources:  Workshop
Materials, Digital Divide
Diaries, Brookings Metro, The
Bridgespan Group, 2022 Kids
Count Data Book, Pew Research
Center, Pew Broadband Access
Initiative, National Digital
Inclusion Alliance,
and ExcelinEd. 

4. Watch the workshop recording

Funders, save the date for our next
workshop on January 31, 12:30p–
1:45p EST. 

CareerSource Suncoast Team
Trains as Digital Navigators
By Anthony Gagliano

Pictured left to right: Sam Melchor, Angel
Windley, Ven Vanderneck, Anthony
Gagliano, and Maribel Martinez on the last
day of Digital Navigator Program Training,
November 2022. 

Back in October, the DA4A team
excitedly shared that CareerSource
Suncoast, an organization recruiting,
training, and retaining talent for
Suncoast employers, is among the five
entities forming the Digital Navigator
Program’s third Cohort. In the aftermath

Continue
Reading

Impact of Digital Inclusion on
Communities: Older Adults

By Maribel Martinez

For older adults on the wrong side of the
digital divide, ageism limits their
inclination to engage with technology,
and rising inflation pins the necessity of
broadband as a luxury. This further
isolates older adults and creates mental
and physical health challenges. 

Continue reading to learn more about
what technology use looks like among
seniors and gain access to resources
that connect older adults to affordable
broadband and computers and even
free digital skills training.

Continue
Reading

Building and Deploying the
Equitable Broadband
Workforce By Karen Stewart

Digital equity is a key economic driver
that allows businesses to grow and
compete and may address critical
workforce needs for the future. As
states begin to develop a strategic plan
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of Hurricane Ian, when new disaster
resources were introduced, the ability to
access digital programs and have the
skills to obtain those resources was
paramount. The chance to be part of
The Patterson Foundation’s Digital
Navigator Program came at precisely
the right time for CareerSource
Suncoast. After undergoing a series of
trainings and implementation meetings,
continue reading to hear from Anthony
Gagliano on how digital navigation is
helping them amplify and connect their
clients to the resources they need to
succeed in a 21st-century world.

Continue
Reading

CareerSource Suncoast Joins
the Suncoast Digital Navigator
Network to Connect Veterans
By Anthony Gagliano

Arriving at the Goodwill Manasota
Veterans Services Office at 8490 N
Lockwood Ridge Rd, Sarasota, FL
34243 for their resource fair, the first
name on our list was a familiar one. It
was great to see a smile on my former
coworker’s face as he walked out that
day with a refurbished laptop in hand,
ready to use it to launch his new
business. 

Throughout the day, more veterans and
their spouses arrived to inquire about
digital access. One veteran was
adamant she did not want to pay for her
internet, and it was great to complete
her Affordable Connectivity
Program (ACP) application in minutes
and get immediate approval.

“It was an honor to show appreciation
for our veterans and begin the process
of connecting them to digital access
opportunities,” said Ben Vanderneck,
CareerSource Suncoast’s Training
Development Manager. “Throughout the
day, we heard stories that showed us
the need for this service and had
several clients ready to take the next
step.”

Additionally, it was great to see so many
organizations step up to help our
veterans, such as education providers
Manatee Technical College and

to access federal funds for
the Broadband Equity Access and
Deployment Program, a robust
workforce will need to be developed to
meet goals and timelines. Continue
reading to learn how this can be
accomplished with effective strategies
to prepare displaced and disadvantaged
workers for better jobs, including
increased pay and career pathways vital
to ensure resilient, competitive,
equitable communities. 

Access Full
Article

Connecting Veterans with
Digital Navigation and
Community Resources
By Kellie Alexander

Last month, the DA4A team joined
Goodwill Manasota and many other
partners in a resource event specifically
for veterans. Our goal was to assist
veterans with connectivity, digital
navigation, and care. Continue reading
to hear insights from Kellie’s blog on
how the DA4A team and its partners
helped veterans tackle problems
through digital navigation and the
support of technology experts. 

Read More
Here

Investing in Sustainable,
Community-Based Device
Ecosystems By Digitunity 

https://careersourcesuncoast.com/
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/careersource-suncoast-team-trains-as-digital-navigators.html
https://acpbenefit.org/
https://broadbandusa.ntia.doc.gov/resources/grant-programs/broadband-equity-access-and-deployment-bead-program#:~:text=The Broadband Equity%2C Access%2C and,and the Commonwealth of the
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/building-and-deploying-the-equitable-broadband-workforce.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/staff/kellie-alexander-2.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/fellows/kellie-alexander/connecting-veterans-with-digital-navigation-and-community-resources.html
https://digitunity.org/


Everglades University. The Sarasota
County Government IT team helped
with thorny questions on technology,
and the Sarasota Technology Users
Group (STUG) provided computers for
those veterans seeking devices. 

For the CareerSource Suncoast team, it
was great to observe Women’s
Resource Center and UnidosNow work
with clients on affordable internet,
computers, and digital skills training
options since they completed digital
navigation training with The Patterson
Foundation’s Digital Navigator
Program in previous cohorts and had
already implemented their digital
navigation programs. After a few days
of digital navigator training with Maribel
Martinez, this was a great exclamation
point to end the week. 

As a national leader with over 40 years
of experience in advancing digital equity
through device ownership, Digitunity 
strives for the seamless end-to-end
connection of a consistent supply of
free or low-cost devices to the
distribution and use by the people who
need them. Everyone who needs a
computer should have one. Continue
reading to learn how they believe the
best way to achieve that goal is through
a sustainable, community-based device
ecosystem. 

Continue
Reading

Participate in our Telehealth Survey

We’ve launched a large-scale project to research and address the issue of access
disparities in the telehealth and teletherapy realms. Your input helps us gather data about
how telehealth and teletherapy access affects you or someone you know so we can
explore how to expand access to these services in our community.

Take the
Survey

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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