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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

 
Suncoast Digital Connect Webinar #3

Building Sustainable Digital Equity: How
Long Beach Funded Community-Led Digital

Inclusion With Estefania Zavala

In early November, the Digital Access for All team
welcomed Estefania Zavala, the Digital Equity and
Economic Inclusion Officer for the City of Long Beach,
California, where she works with City and community
stakeholders to ensure equitable digital access. About 25
people joined us to learn how to leverage cross-sector
partnerships to sustain programs and amplify impact. In
Long Beach, California, the Cambodia Town Learn and Earn Program offers a model for
sustainable programming without federal funding support. Estefania emphasizes the
importance of partnerships, particularly those that were crucial to the Cambodia Town
Learn and Earn Program. It would not have been possible without trust and partnership,
and the role they each played as shown below: 

Administered by the Long Beach Office of Digital Equity and Inclusion, they provided
support with grant writing, program coordination, and eligibility verification.
Funded by California Advanced Services Fund (CASF) Broadband Adoption
Account (California PUC)
Partnership with the United Cambodian Community for outreach and facilitation,
which was key to building trust with participants from the Cambodian community. 
Physical space provided by the Mark Twain Library is an existing community anchor
Devices provided by Human-I-T, such as laptop procurement and technical support
infrastructure

Continue reading the full recap blog here.

Watch the recording here.
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Join Kyla Williams Tate for Her Suncoast Digital Connect Session:
From Digital Inclusion to Digital Ecology: Designing the Next

Chapter of Connection on Thursday, December 4, 2025

Digital inclusion begins with access, but its true power emerges when communities use
technology to strengthen connection, trust, and opportunity. In this presentation, Kyla
Williams Tate invites audiences to see digital inclusion as a living system that links
infrastructure, policy, and people. This conversation invites all of us to think ecologically
and to recognize how every digital choice, including those involving artificial intelligence,
affects our shared social and physical environments.

​Together, we will:
Examine how digital connection supports belonging and strengthens community
well-being.
Explore how collaboration across sectors builds trust and creates stronger, more
connected communities.
Learn strategies for integrating AI literacy, quality-of-life indicators, and social
determinants of health into digital planning.

 Register to hear her share more about the work she does!

Let’s Rise Together at the 2026 CERT Summit | Register Today

In an increasingly connected world, digital access has become a lifeline—shaping how our
communities prepare for, plan through, and recover from disasters. From timely alerts and
online resources to virtual coordination and community mapping, being connected means
being ready. When every household has the tools, skills, and confidence to stay informed,
we strengthen not just our networks—but our resilience. The Patterson Foundation’s
Community Preparedness, Recovery, and Resiliency initiative invites residents, local
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organizations, and community leaders, including those advancing digital inclusion, to the
2026 CERT Summit: Rising Resilience – Ready Together on January 29, 2026, from 8:00
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at The Ora in Sarasota, FL 34232.

This one-day event will feature hands-on sessions, practical resources, and real stories
from people who have faced disaster and rebuilt stronger. Connect with neighbors,
emergency management teams, and organizations across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee,
and Sarasota counties to strengthen your community’s ability to prepare, respond, and
recover.

Register here and share this invitation with others who may be interested in joining us for a
day of learning, connection, and collective impact.

Donate to the
​DA4A Device Drive

Since October, The Patterson
Foundation's Digital Access for All
initiative has collected more than 350
devices—each one opening doors to
education, healthcare, employment,
and connection for someone in our
community.

Have computers, monitors, printers,
tablets, smartphones, hard drives,
CD/DVD readers/writers, or other
tech you're no longer using? You can
help a neighbor stay connected by
donating your gently used devices.

Click here to discover drop-off
locations in your area!

Suncoast Digital Inclusion
Month 2025 Recap by

Maribel Martinez

Maribel Martinez Leads
​Info Session to Recruit

Spanish-Speaking Volunteer
Digital Navigators

Through monthly working group
meetings for Suncoast Digital
Navigators, the Women’s Resource
Center (a graduate of the Digital
Navigator Program’s 2021 pilot)
expressed a need for Spanish-
speaking volunteers in the region to
train as Digital Navigators. Thanks to
support from The Patterson
Foundation, Maribel Martinez led a
virtual information session designed
to recruit local community volunteers
to support the growing Spanish-
speaking population in the region at
the Women’s Resource Center.

Since 2021, the Women’s Resource
Center has expanded its digital
navigation services, offering free
assistance with affordable home
broadband subscriptions, helping
obtain the right computing device
(sometimes free!), and facilitating
digital skills training and support.
Through this valuable service, clients
of the Women’s Resource Center
learn new computer skills that make
them eligible for new jobs and
different higher-wage-paying careers.
Maribel was thrilled to share that the
Women’s Resource Center acquired
a new Spanish-speaking volunteer!

Looking forward to seeing the impact
of her services soon! 
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With the passing of October, we are
saying good-bye to TPF's third
#SuncoastDigitalInclusionMonth --
bringing together others who care for
the purpose of learning what is being
done locally, regionally, and
nationally to promote digital equity in
a changing and ever-evolving
landscape, which will serve to
support digital inclusion for all in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota county with an emphasis on
ALICE families.

Highlights:
— Update first bullet: DA4A had
events listed within NDIA's directory
during #DigitalIncusionWeek 

— Nearly 350 devices were collected
and taken to STUG for refurbishing

— Suncoast Digital Connect's
"Learning Thursday" webinar
featured attendees from across the
country, the state, and the region

— 8 new people joined the DA4A
LinkedIn Group

— Maribel Martinez conducted an
information session to recruit
Spanish-speaking Digital Navigators,
where five people attended, and one
will be moving forward with the
training

Interested in being part of the digital
inclusion movement on the
Suncoast? Visit us at DA4A!

A New Partnership
Unfolding: The Patterson

Foundation’s Partners With
13th AV Dream Center

The Patterson Foundation and the
13th AV Dream Center have officially
launched a partnership. 13th AV has
stepped forward to implement
LWRCC (Leadership, Willingness,
Readiness, Capacity, and Culture)
within its community. The project will
focus on strengthening community
engagement by enhancing access to
services and resources that support
digital inclusion, foster meaningful
relationships, and promote civic
participation.

The project began in November and
will continue through June 2026. It
includes working closely with
members of the 13th AV Dream
Center and surrounding
neighborhoods to help them access
and build the skills needed to fully
utilize the tech center.

Join the Digital Access for All (DA4A) Discussion Group!

Join the Digital Access for All Discussion Group on LinkedIn, a growing community of
professionals, advocates, and innovators working together to close the digital divide. We’re
excited to welcome eight new members this month. Members connect with peers,
highlight community projects, and explore strategies to make technology more inclusive
and accessible for everyone. Join us on LinkedIn and be part of the movement toward
Digital Access for All! Let’s work together to make digital equity a reality for all!

How The Center for Digital Equity at Queens University is Creating
Digital Access That Is Impacting Thousands With Bruce Clark
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In this episode of Digital Access Discoveries, host Read Corley sits down with Bruce Clark,
Digital Inclusion Project Manager at the Center for Digital Equity at Queens University, to
explore how collaborative ecosystems can bridge the digital divide. They dive into the
power of trust, community partnerships, and the critical three-legged stool of digital
access: connectivity, devices, and skills/support. Watch here! 

Join Us for
All Is Calm: In Concert at Patriot Plaza

This Holiday Season

The Patterson Foundation is honored to announce an
unforgettable experience that will share powerful
reminders of peace, compassion, and humanity at
Patriot Plaza this holiday season. 

Presented through a collaboration between The
Patterson Foundation and Asolo Repertory Theatre, All
is Calm: In Concert at Patriot Plaza will feature
highlights from Asolo Rep's acclaimed production of All
is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914, an a cappella
holiday musical based on the true accounts of soldiers who experienced a series of
unofficial ceasefires along the Western Front on Christmas during World War I. This
concert is free to attend through support from The Patterson Foundation. 

We encourage you and your friends and loved ones to join us at Patriot Plaza on
Saturday, Dec. 20, at 3 p.m. for this meaningful performance. 

Registration is required, and space is limited. Reserve your seat today at
PatriotPlazaConcert.org.

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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