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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.
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Join Us in Celebrating Suncoast Digital Inclusion Month in October
By Maribel Martinez

Did you know the Digital Access for All initiative is the only registered digital inclusion
coalition with the National Digital Inclusion Alliance? DA4A is also celebrating
#DigitallnclusionMonth, October 1-31, 2025, for the first time as a coalition on the
Suncoast, and we need your help to increase TPF’s impact.

The world is increasingly digital, whether people choose to participate or can’t. This work
connects with the National Digital Inclusion Alliance’s (NDIA) annual Digital Inclusion
Week (DIW) in October. #DIW is an annual week of awareness, recognition, and
celebration by organizations and individuals from across the country, featuring special
events and campaigns to raise awareness about solutions that promote digital inclusion.
Learn how you can participate here!

We encourage you to use our new Suncoast Digital Inclusion Month Toolkit!
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Suncoast Digital Connect
The Suncoast Digital Connect Webinar #2:
Building a Digital Equity Ecosystem

On Thursday, October 9th, Bruce Clark, Digital Inclusion Project Manager, Center for
Digital Equity at Queens University, joined Digital Access for All's (DA4A) second Webinar.
Over 30 people attended to learn how communities can create and sustain a digital equity
ecosystem that ensures every resident has access to the tools, skills, and support they
need to thrive in today's digital world. Presenting the topic, "Building a Digital Equity
Ecosystem: Lessons from the Center for Digital Equity," Bruce opened by asking a simple
question that got attendees engaged from the start: When you hear the phrase "digital
equity ecosystem," what comes to mind? Partnerships, program, people, or something
else?

Read this blog for insights and takeaways from the second webinar, which emphasized
that trust is essential for driving change and that building trust has been key in developing
the ecosystem.

Who Doesn’t
Need Broadband?

Blog Series: Part III - Who

Doesn’t Need Broadband
By Maribel Martinez
. . o For ten years, | have been
Join Suncoast Digital advocating for affordable broadband,
Connect on Thursday, large-screen devices, and digital
November 6, 2025 skills for people of all ages and

backgrounds, especially when these
In our next Suncoast Digital Connect are out of reach. With the rapid
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Webinar, we will be joined by
Estefania Zavala, the Digital Equity
and Economic Inclusion Officer for
the City of Long Beach, California.
She works with city and community
stakeholders to ensure equitable
digital access. Previously, she served
as the Recovery Manager in the City
Manager's Office, overseeing the
implementation of collective impact
for over 80 Long Beach Recovery Act
programs, which received more than
$300 million in funding from the
American Rescue Plan and other
recovery funding sources. Her
experience includes managing the
implementation of technology
projects and conducting community
engagement and policy analysis to
support equitable city government.
She holds a Master of Public Policy
from UCLA and is focused on the
future of cities and the civic
challenges they face. Reqister to
hear her share more about the work
she does.

FLORIDA
BROADBAN&
2025

Florida Broadband
Summit 2025

For the third year, the Florida Office
of Broadband at Florida’s Department
of Commerce held its annual Florida
Broadband Summit September 10-
12, 2025, in Orlando. Broadband
access is a bridge that builds
pathways and opportunities for local
communities, including workforce, job
creation, economic development, and
education. This year, the summit
brought together over 300 leaders
from state and local governments,
the workforce, economic
development, education, the
broadband industry, and other
sectors. This conference aims to
advance broadband infrastructure

advancement of generative Al, it's
clear to me why no one should be
without home broadband and the
ability to use computing technologies
safely, in relevant ways. Yet, many
disagree they need to adopt these
technologies or that others should be
helped to stay on pace with them.
Click here to read Maribel's final
installment of her three-part series
focusing on turning outward to find
new shared aspirations for Al

technology.

Donate to the
DA4A Device Drive
e ASRRET e

TR & N W
Do you have old laptops, tablets,
or computers you no longer use?
YOU can help someone in your
community stay connected by
donating your gently used devices!

The Patterson Foundation’s DA4A
initiative is collecting devices to
donate to the Sarasota Technology
Users Group (STUG). STUG donates
reconditioned computers to
individuals and nonprofits in the
community who need them but can’t
afford to buy them.

What Can You Donate?
e Computers, monitors, printers,
tablets, smartphones
e Peripherals (hard drives,
CD/DVD readers/writers, and
other computer items)

Your device can open doors to
education, healthcare, and job
opportunities for someone in need.
Together, we can make a lasting
impact on the lives of those who
need technology to connect with the
world!
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and workforce strategies, continuing
to grow Florida’s globally competitive Click here to discover drop-off
economy, which is now the 4th locations in your area!

largest in the nation, at $1.7 trillion. It
will be exciting to see how, as federal
and state dollars flow throughout
Florida, communities like the
Suncoast adopt broadband, and how
people like Digital Navigators are
increasingly needed to help
community members adopt
technology.

October is Cybersecurity Month
Resources Shared By Technology Association of Grantmakers (TAG)

October is Cybersecurity Awareness Month. One in ten foundations has experienced a
security breach in the past two years, according to the 2024 Philanthropy Tech Survey.
TAG is here to share an informative new blog poston the 10 Best Practices in
Cybersecurity, along with specially curated events.

Did you know? 60% of nonprofits experienced a cyberattack in the past two years. The
average breach costs = $200,000!

Join the Digital Access for All (DA4A) Discussion Group!

Are you passionate about closing the digital divide and expanding access to technology,
the internet, and digital skills? Connect with others who share your commitment by joining
the Digital Access for All (DA4A) LinkedIn Discussion Group. This online community
brings together leaders, practitioners, and advocates working to ensure equitable digital
access for everyone. Members share ideas, highlight innovative programs, and
collaborate on solutions that make a real difference. Join today! Let’s work together to
make digital equity a reality for all!

—
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Digital Inclusion Week::

October 6102025 CONMUNITY-DRIVEN DIGITAL FUTURES

And That’s a Wrap for Digital Inclusion Week

Digital Inclusion Week (DIW) is an annual week of awareness, recognition, and
celebration. DIW is organized by the National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) and its
2,000+ affiliates nationwide. DIW raises awareness and promotes action for digital equity
solutions. Communities all across the country will highlight their efforts online and in
person.

This year’s theme was “Community-Driven Digital Futures,” recognizing that the most
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impactful solutions for bridging the digital divide spring directly from within our own
communities. By leveraging local knowledge and fostering collaboration, we can develop
meaningful strategies that enhance digital access and strengthen the fabric of the
community as a whole. DIW was a chance to celebrate the progress we’ve made toward
digital equity and inspire further action toward a more inclusive digital future.

Here in the Suncoast, we're continuing the momentum for the rest of the month during
Suncoast Digital Inclusion Month.

Join The New Civic Path
Book Circle

Digital access is about more than
devices, connections, or skills — it's
about people and the future we want
to create together.

That’s why we’re inviting our digital
access and inclusion partners and
champions in the Suncoast region to
join a New Civic Path book circle.
This unique, three-session
experience brings people together
from across Charlotte, DeSoto,
Manatee, and Sarasota counties for
meaningful conversations, reflection,
and collective imagination. While
these circles aren’t about digital
access specifically, they are about
the shared hopes, values, and
possibilities that fuel our work and
our communities. Regqister for an in-
person or virtual book circle near you

Selby Foundation Supports
Small Organizations With
$48,472 in Capital Grants

The Selby Foundation is awarding

here.

Bonus Invitation: You’re also invited
to Walk The Bridge Forward: Selma,

$48,472 in capital grants to small
local nonprofits that are helping
people achieve their potential. Five
“Small and Mighty” grants will provide
capital funds, ultimately impacting
high school students working toward
post-secondary education, individuals
in recovery, girls, domestic violence
survivors, and individuals and
families living with food insecurity.

Funded organizations in the summer
cycle include:

e Booker Promise Foundation -
$8,445 to customize
technology that will track
program outcomes of high
school students engaged in
success-building programs.

e Englewood Recovery Oasis -
$20,000 for parking lot
improvements at the
organization’s new
headquarters for people in
recovery.

e Girls on the Run of Southwest
Florida - $5,796 for technology
supporting a results-based
empowerment and health
program for girls.

e Kim’'s Krew - $9,140 for
technology and equipment to
increase capacity for a
Manatee-based food program
serving families who cannot
leave their homes to access
pantries.
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Beacon of Hope, a special virtual film e Queens of Domestic Violence

viewing on Monday, October 27, at Awareness - $5,091 for a
5:30 PM. Reflect, connect, and smartboard and technology
explore how the lessons of Selma needed for programming.
can inspire the future we want to

create together. Click here to learn Learn more here!

more and reqister.

The 2025 State EdTech Trends Report

The 2025 State EdTech Trends report, developed in collaboration with Whiteboard
Advisors, captures the perspectives of edtech directors, ClOs, state chiefs, and other
leaders. Conducted in collaboration with Whiteboard Advisors, the report includes
responses from 47 states and the Department of Defense Education Activity (DoDEA).
Like prior editions, the report combines survey findings with state spotlights—including a
special focus on state leadership in artificial intelligence (Al)—to highlight strategies
addressing pressing challenges such as sustainability, cybersecurity, device policies, and
the responsible use of Al in schools.

This year’s report comes at a pivotal time. Pandemic-era relief funds have expired,
budgets are tightening, and states are reshaping policy priorities while charting the future
of digital learning. For the first time, Al surpassed cybersecurity as the top state edtech

priority.

Download the 2025 Report here, or read the press release here!

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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