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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.
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Our hearts go out to everyone enduring the challenging aftermath of Hurricane Milton’s
impact on the Suncoast. Our priority is the safety and well-being of our attendees,
presenters, exhibitors, volunteers, and vendors. In light of this, we have postponed
Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the Digital Age, originally scheduled for
Tuesday, October 15, and Wednesday, October 16, in Sarasota, Florida.

We urge everyone to prioritize their safety, remain vigilant, and stay informed by following
official guidelines. We will assess the situation shortly and determine the best course of
action for rescheduling the symposium.

Stay safe, and we look forward to gathering under better circumstances soon.

Debra M. Jacobs, President and CEO
The Patterson Foundation
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Cheri R. Coryea, Manager
Digital Access for All Initiative

The Patterson Foundation Is Contributing up to $3 Million to the
Community Foundation of Sarasota County
for Disaster Relief and Recovery
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In response to Hurricane Milton’s impact on southwest Florida, The Patterson Foundation
is contributing up to $3 million in new disaster relief and recovery funding to the
Community Foundation of Sarasota County.

The funding includes separate contributions to the Community Foundation’s Season of
Sharing and Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund initiatives to strengthen people and
communities in Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties:

e An immediate $1 million gift to Season of Sharing to help provide a financial bridge
for those who could be displaced from their homes or face disruptions from work.
This contribution comes in addition to The Patterson Foundation’s previously
announced Season of Sharing challenge match, which donates $100,000 for every
$500,000 raised by the community for the initiative.

e An immediate $1 million gift to the Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund to help support
long-term recovery efforts led by local nonprofits in areas impacted by the storm.

e A $1 million match for additional donations to the Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund.
The Patterson Foundation will match all donations up to $50,000, dollar for dollar.

Our thoughts are with everyone affected by this storm. We encourage prioritizing safety
and well-being as the focus shifts toward recovery.

For those needing immediate assistance, please dial 211 to access the Season of
Sharing fund, which is available to help address critical needs.The Patterson
Foundation is contributing $100,000 for every $500,000 donated by others, amplifying the
community’s ability to provide support where it's needed most.
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The spirit of our community has always been its greatest asset. Together, we can
transform this moment of hardship into a powerful demonstration of resilience.

Donate to Season of Sharing and the Suncoast Disaster Recovery Fund

DA4A Device Drive
(October 1st-November 30)

Please share these downloadable flyers here widely
(available in English and Spanish)

Do you have an old laptop, tablet, or smartphone that you no longer use? From
October through November 30, you can make a real difference by donating those
devices to our Device Drive!

Many families in our community lack access to the technology needed for
education, healthcare, and employment. By donating your gently used devices,
you’ll be helping to bridge the digital divide and ensure that everyone in the
Suncoast has the tools they need to thrive in today’s digital world. Last year, thanks
to the generous support of our community, we collected 119 devices, which were
refurbished and distributed to individuals in need.

Click here to explore how you can donate laptops. tablets, and computers in good
condition at one of the drop-off locations.

Questions? Contact Marla Smith, Project Lead, at msmithtpf@gmail.com or call her
at 941-713-9724.

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn

#DigitalAccessforAll
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