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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.

SUNCOAST DIGITAL CONNECT

A “Learning Thursdays” Webinar Series
by Digital Access for All

Thursday, October 9, 2025 | 11-11:45 am EST

Building a Digital Equity Ecosystem: Lessons
from the Center for Digital Equity

Bruce Clark, Digital Inclusion Project Manager,
Center for Digital Equity at Queens College

Join Bruce as he explores how communities can

create and sustain a digital equity ecosystem
Click to that ensures every resident has access to the

; toals, skills, and support they need to thrive in

Fleglster today's digital world. Drawing on real-world
insights from the Center for Digital Equity's work
in Charlotte, NC, and surrounding regions, Bruce
will unpack what it takes to stand up a cross-
sector digital equity initiative and the vital role
of a backbone organization in coordinating
community-wide impact.

Suncoast Digital Connect — A “Learning Thursdays” Webinar: Join
Us On Thursday, October 9, 2025 | 11—11:45 am EST

Our second Suncoast Digital Connect — a "Learning Thursdays" webinar, titled "Building a
Digital Equity Ecosystem: Lessons from the Center for Digital Equity," will be presented by
Bruce Clark, Digital Inclusion Project Manager at the Center for Digital Equity at Queens
College.

This session explores how communities can create and sustain a digital equity ecosystem
that ensures every resident has access to the tools, skills, and support they need to thrive
in today's digital world. Drawing on real-world insights from the Center for Digital Equity's
work in Charlotte, NC, and surrounding regions, this session will unpack what it takes.

If you aren't already registered, reqister here!
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Webinar #1 Recap: It takes a
Community of Champions
By Kiarra Louis

Our first webinar in the series
focused on a presentation by Kathy
Bisbee, director of The Alliance for
Digital Equity. Kathy Bisbee is a
facilitative leader who collaborates
with rural, suburban, and urban
communities to ensure that everyone
has affordable access to devices and
the skills necessary to fully
participate in a digital world. She is a
network-weaver, serving as the
director of the Alliance for Digital
Equity, a digital equity coalition of
100+ organizations in the four
counties of western Massachusetts,
housed in the Office of Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion at Baystate Health.
You can learn more about her

here! During this first webinar, Kathy
shared some insightful and
meaningful "cookies" (expertise and
knowledge) with our audience of
upwards of 25 attendees. Read more
here!

Get Ready! Suncoast Digital
Inclusion Month
By Maribal Martinez

The newly minted Digital Access for

(-

Back to the Future: The
Power of Multi-
Generational Households
In Bridging the Digital
Divide by Joni Hansen,
Digital Navigator

In Joni’s role as a Digital Navigator,
she has had the privilege of walking
alongside families as they step into
the digital world. What she is
witnessing lately feels like a return to
something timeless: multiple
generations living, learning, and
leaning on each other under one roof.
It almost feels like Mayberry with
Aunt Bea, Andy, and Opie.

Many of the families she serves
remind her of the old days when
grandparents, parents, and kids all
lived in the same household—not just
out of necessity, like financial or
health reasons, but out of mutual
benefit. It's remarkable to see how
each generation brings its own
strengths to the table in this digital
journey. Terminology for learning has
gone from Little Golden Books,
penmanship, Trapper Keepers, #2
pencils, library cards, and
encyclopedias to hard drives, mice,
Google searches, iPads, portals, and
ChatGPT. Read more about Joni's
insights on the power of multi-
generational households here.

Celebrate, Engage,
Empower!
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All coalition is celebrating Suncoast
Digital Inclusion Month in October,
and the DA4A team is planning
activities all month long. Learn about
#SuncoastDigitallnclusionMonth here
and get involved here.

Who Doesn’t
Need Broadband?

Join the National Digital Inclusion
Alliance for Digital Inclusion Week, an
annual nationwide event dedicated to
raising awareness about digital equity
and the vital importance of inclusion

Blog Series: Part 2 - Who in our increasingly digital world. This
Doesn’t Need Broadband week-long event showcases the
By Maribel Martinez collective efforts to bridge the digital

divide and highlights work being done
to ensure everyone has access to

) e technology and the internet.

advocating for affordable broadband,
large-screen devices, and digital
skills for all alongside my
#digitalinclusion colleagues around
the nation. To us, it’s clear why no
one should be without broadband,
devices, and digital skills, but who
doesn’t agree, and why? Check out
the second installment of a three-part
series here about turning outward to
find new shared aspirations.

This year’s theme, “Community-
Driven Digital Futures,” recognizes
that solutions for bridging the digital
divide emerge directly from within
communities. Nobody understands a
community’s lived realities better than
its members. When communities are
empowered to identify and address
their own needs, they are more likely
to foster innovation, create initiatives
that resonate deeply with their peers,
and encourage participation,
ensuring that no one is left behind in
the digital age. Learn more here.

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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