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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative to explore the
efforts of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people
in ways that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential
to digital access: connectivity, devices, and skills/support. 

 

Estimated Reading Time: 10 minutes

In this edition, we are spotlighting new leadership and fresh momentum for DA4A,
opportunities to shape this year's Suncoast Digital Inclusion Month, the power of
refurbished technology to expand access, and how Digital Navigators are building digital
confidence one learner at a time. Join the conversation and connect with us in the DA4A
LinkedIn Discussion Group.

A New Chapter in DA4A Begins: Welcome Brian
Ries, Newly Named Digital Access for All Initiative
Lead, by Cheri Coryea, Consultant, The Patterson
Foundation

As previously reported in our July issue, the Digital
Access for All Initiative (DA4A) has undergone a Strategy
Refresh. Kicking off our sixth year, we have been hyper-
focused on the past, present, and future aspirations of
people, organizations, and communities impacted by the
digital divide. Much of our research steered us toward
those significantly impacted by barriers to the three
essential elements: connectivity, devices, and skills
training and support. Looking back on the six-year
milestones inspires us to forge ahead with a renewed
focus on positively impacting our region through the efforts of The Patterson Foundation
and the DA4A Team. Opening a new chapter is exciting and allows us to expand our
leadership and work with our multi-sector partners across the region.

It has been an honor to have had the baton passed to me by Dr. Laurey Stryker, the
initiative's founder, in 2021, and now to introduce Brian Ries as he takes over as initiative
lead. Brian joined TPF in 2025 to serve as initiative lead for the Agriculture in the Future
initiative and now adds DA4A to his role. Brian has over 20 years of media leadership
experience, some of which was in collaboration with The Patterson Foundation. He brings
his strategic focus and understanding of critical community issues to the DA4A team.
However, there are many more interesting aspects of Brian’s background that make him a
perfect fit for DA4A, and you can learn more about him here. 
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I know you will join me in welcoming Brian by reaching out to him at brian@brianries.com

Save the Date + Share Your Thoughts: October Is Suncoast Digital Inclusion
Month, by Maribel Martinez, Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

The Suncoast region comes together for The Patterson Foundation’s third annual
Suncoast Digital Inclusion Month celebration this October, and we need your voice to
make this year’s impact the greatest it’s ever been. Read on to discover how you or your
organization can join the fun and impact your community in lasting ways.

Building Community Through Technology
By Marla Smith, Consultant, The Patterson

Foundation
﻿

The Patterson Foundation has been working with The
Refurb Project (part of the Sarasota Technology Users
Group) and Goodwill Manasota to help provide
computers, tablets, and phones to families in need.
Each month, volunteer Mark Sharff collects unwanted
devices donated to Goodwill and brings them back to
The Refurb Project, where they are stripped of all data,
restored to working condition, and given back to the
community. Every donated device is an opportunity for a
student to complete homework, a job seeker to apply for
employment, or a family to stay connected.

The Refurb Project has recycled and donated over
25,000 devices to the community since it began in
2004. The Refurb Project also receives devices from
other local organizations, area residents, and through
The Patterson Foundation’s annual Device Donation
Drive, which resulted in over 1,400 devices collected
last year.

The Device Donation Drive runs from October through January, but there is no need to
wait if you or your organization has unwanted devices. Contact The Refurb Project at
refurb@thestug.org or The Patterson Foundation at
digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to give your old devices new life.
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Digital Navigators Flow with Skills
By Maribel Martinez, Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

This month’s update celebrates the start of responsive digital skills classes in DeSoto
County, led by cohort four Digital Navigators who are learning to flow between age groups
and abilities to provide their clients with balanced training that is both high-interest and
high-need. Click here to learn more about upcoming classes by Catholic Charities Casa
San Juan Bosco and Jrpreneur Brunch.

Voter Education Tip of the Month

Check Your Registration: As election season approaches, it is important to
stay informed about voter registration deadlines and Florida’s updated vote-by-
mail requirements. Taking a few minutes now to confirm your registration and voting plan
can ensure your voice is heard on Election Day. Check Your Voter Registration.

Voting By Mail in Florida: Florida’s voting laws regarding vote-by-mail ballots have
changed. All vote-by-mail requests expired in 2024. All voters who wish to vote by mail
must renew their request after every general election cycle. 

Upcoming Election Deadlines
Early Voting: Through Saturday, August 15, 2026
Vote-by-Mail Ballot Return Deadline: 7:00 PM on Tuesday, August 18, 2026
Primary Election Day: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7:00 AM – 7:00 PM

Visit your county Supervisor of Elections website for information and to submit your
request: Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota.

Recognizing National PTSD Awareness Day with digital connections
By Cheri Coryea, Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

On June 27, the Centerstone Trauma and Grief Treatment (C-TGT) Program sponsored
National PTSD Awareness Day at the Turner Agri-Civic Center in DeSoto County. The
Digital Access for All team was on hand to assist individuals and their families who have
PTSD. Digital Navigators Carol Kranitz and Clara Alvarez assisted attendees with answers
to questions about affordable internet connectivity, access to free or low-cost devices, and
knowledge about local skills training and support where they can research symptoms and
access support.  

The event is recognized nationally and honors the birthday of Army Staff Sgt. Joe Biel, a
soldier who suffered from PTSD after returning from Iraq and died by suicide in 2007.
Common symptoms that persons with PTSD can suffer from are frequent flashbacks,
nightmares, avoiding places tied to trauma, feeling tense or having angry outbursts, and
dramatic mood swings.

Centerstone coordinated the event, and 30+ partners were on site to share available
services and provide more details about services. Partners raised awareness, sought to
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reduce stigma, and strengthen community connection through open conversation,
education, and support.

PTSD can impact your mental health, wellness, trauma recovery, and overall well-being.
Going untreated can create situations where individuals feel out of control and could
choose to harm themselves and others through their actions.

The DA4A team conducted interest surveys about attendees’ access to the internet that
led to appointments being scheduled with a Digital Navigator. Accessing services online
requires a strong, reliable internet connection and the ability to conduct research on
connecting with healthcare providers.

To learn more about the impacts of PTSD or to seek help, find resources at the National
Center for PTSD or call the Veterans Crisis Line by dialing 988, press 1 or text 838255.
For local services, contact Mark Mellenthin at 941-720-4854 or email
Mark.Mellenthin@centerstone.org

 

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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