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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

The Suncoast Digital Connect – A “Learning Thursdays” Webinar
Series is Back in The Fall 2025, and You’re Invited!

The Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative is excited to announce the return of Suncoast
Digital Connect – A "Learning Thursdays" Webinar Series! 

Starting in September 2025, this engaging series will once again bring together thought
leaders, innovators, and advocates who are advancing digital access across our region
and beyond. To allow more time for connection and meaningful sharing, each webinar is
extended to 45 minutes (11:00 AM–11:45 AM). After each webinar, you're invited to stick
around for an additional 15 minutes to continue the conversation and dive deeper into the
topics while still having enough time to head to lunch by noon! 

Each session will spotlight essential components of a digitally inclusive future—affordable
internet, reliable devices, and the digital skills and support necessary to thrive. These
webinars are the perfect way to stay engaged, spark new ideas, and collaborate toward
meaningful change. Register for the first two sessions here. 

Upcoming Sessions: 
Thursday, September 4,  2025 | 11–11:45 am EST | Optional 15 min Q&A after 
 

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/5e2fac33-aa77-4dc7-9dc4-e679f9f34a46
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/5e2fac33-aa77-4dc7-9dc4-e679f9f34a46
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/5e2fac33-aa77-4dc7-9dc4-e679f9f34a46
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/5e2fac33-aa77-4dc7-9dc4-e679f9f34a46
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepGOEOX5huUohdoFF_FWQRne2Ak1Bbad8RROuYeg7_zaVj3w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepGOEOX5huUohdoFF_FWQRne2Ak1Bbad8RROuYeg7_zaVj3w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117752766234647367152
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSepGOEOX5huUohdoFF_FWQRne2Ak1Bbad8RROuYeg7_zaVj3w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=117752766234647367152
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdHtPdz6ANTDHD7r-7bmeYKI1eTej6WPct-J2pvX7DlvLCfcA/viewform
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13103370/
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/the-gap/blog-series-part-1-who-doesn%E2%80%99t-need-broadband-2.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/fellows/andrew-spector/how-to-think-about-ai.html
https://youtu.be/0tDqjLgucI4?si=kmFLNbNetOR3BHRV
https://mywrc.jotform.com/wrc/volunteer-application
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNHPfuvIbYze3W8vvAXUHZSltypu5NkDXMimpW9ZQOSByHqA/viewform
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=5e2fac33-aa77-4dc7-9dc4-e679f9f34a46


Webinar #1: It takes a Community of Champions with Kathy Bisbee, Director, Alliance for
Digital Equity

Brief Description: In this session, Kathy Bisbee will share her work in the rural and urban
communities of Western Massachusetts, as the facilitative leader of a coalition of over 200
organizations working to eliminate digital inequities. She'll share some of their regional
success stories, insights, needs, and the continued challenges in digital equity they are
facing in their region, as well as their collective approach, facilitative leadership, and
network-weaving model. 

Thursday, October 9,  2025 | 11–11:45 am EST | Optional 15 min Q&A after  

Webinar #2: Building a Digital Equity Ecosystem: Lessons from the Center for Digital
Equity with Bruce Clark, Digital Inclusion Project Manager, Center for Digital Equity at
Queens College

Brief Description: This session explores how communities can create and sustain a
digital equity ecosystem that ensures every resident has access to the tools, skills, and
support they need to thrive in today's digital world. Drawing on real-world insights from the
Center for Digital Equity's work in Charlotte, NC, and surrounding regions, this session will
unpack what it takes. 

Reflect, Reconnect,
Reimagine: Join a New Civic

Path Book Circle

Digital access opens doors to
opportunity, but true connection also
comes from how we engage with one
another and our communities. That’s
why The Patterson Foundation
invites you to join a New Civic Path
book circle this fall, right here in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota Counties.

Together, we’ll explore Rich
Harwood’s The New Civic Path:
Restoring Our Belief in One Another
and This Nation—a call to turn
outward, see one another fully, and
work toward the aspirations we share

Join the Conversation on
Digital Access

Are you working to bridge the digital
divide in your community? The Digital
Access for All (DA4A) LinkedIn
Group is a space to connect, share
ideas, and learn from others across
the Suncoast and beyond. Have you
posted or interacted with a post yet?
Whether it's an article, a question, or
a quick comment, your voice matters.
Join us today and be part of the
conversation.

https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/aspirations-to-actions-the-new-civic-path-book-circles
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13103370/


for our families, neighborhoods, and
region. Participants will receive a
complimentary copy of the book and
join a guided conversation series that
fosters reflection, trust-building, and
action. Eligible groups will also
receive a $300 Pay-it-Forward Award
to benefit a local nonprofit through
The Giving Partner. 

Register here to be part of a circle
and help create ripples of change in
your community. Questions? Email
AspirationstoActions@thepattersonfou
ndation.org

Time to Register, 2025
Florida Broadband Summit

There’s still time to register for the
2025 Florida Broadband Summit.
FloridaCommerce has announced
they are hosting the Summit in
Orlando, Florida, in partnership with
CareerSource Florida. Broadband
access is a bridge that builds
pathways and opportunities for our
local communities, including
workforce, job creation, economic
development, and education on
broadband access and its impact on
Florida communities. The event
registration is free. We are excited to
collaborate on bridging the digital
divide and moving toward a more
connected Florida. You’ll have the
opportunity to connect with more than
300 leaders from government,
industry, education, and economic
and workforce development,
participate in discussions that shape
the future of broadband in Florida,
and network with peers and explore
partnerships. Reserve your spot and
register at flbroadbandsummit.com

Important Deadlines: Summit
registration: Closes on August 29,
2025 | Summit takes place
September 10-12, 2025

Blog Series: Part 1 - Who
Doesn’t Need Broadband

By Maribel Martinez

For ten years, I have been
advocating for affordable broadband,
large-screen devices, and digital
skills for all alongside my colleagues
around the nation. To us, it’s clear
why no one should be without
broadband, devices, and training, but
who doesn’t agree, and why? Read
more about this first installment of a
three-part series about turning
outward to find new shared
aspirations.

How to Think About AI By
Andrew Spector

One of my projects at The Patterson
Foundation (TPF) has been
developing and leading the
implementation of an AI (Artificial
Intelligence) strategy. The purpose is
to support TPF to maximize the
benefits and mitigate the risks of AI
within TPF and for nonprofits in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties.

From Netflix recommendations to
Google Maps traffic data to
healthcare diagnoses and ChatGPT’s
180 million daily active users, the
easy part of AI is explaining how
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ubiquitous it’s already become. A little
harder is accepting and beginning to
embrace that reality. And, in some
ways, even more challenging is
understanding what AI is in the first
place.

Wrapping our heads around what AI
is and how to conceptualize AI is
essential to really think through what
to do – and not do – with it. While it’s
certainly dense and not exhaustive,
my hope is that it’s informative and
gets you thinking broader and deeper
about AI.

Read Andrew’s breakdown here!

Celebrate International Poll Worker Day: Step Into Purpose at the
Polls by Lyndsey Smith

August 12 marked International Poll Worker Day, a reminder of the critical role poll
workers play in preserving democracy. One inspiring story comes from Pierrette Kelly, a
consultant with The Patterson Foundation, whose experience as a poll watcher is featured
on the Civic Sparks podcast.

Poll watchers act as neutral observers, ensuring electoral fairness without touching
ballots. Pierrette's duties included greeting voters, answering simple questions, and noting
any irregularities. "The training was simple and online," she adds. "I got a list of precincts
and chose one that worked for me." With National Poll Worker Recruitment Day fast
approaching, Pierrette urges others to get involved: "Whether you read with a child, work
in a food pantry, or volunteer at the polls—it all matters. If you can give a few hours, just do
it."

Watch Pierrette's story here.
You can read Lyndsey's blog here.
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Ready to help protect democracy? Visit your local Supervisor of Elections to learn more
and sign up:

​Charlotte County | DeSoto County | Manatee County | Sarasota County

Be the reason someone feels welcome to vote. Volunteer today.

Digital Navigator
Volunteers Needed at the

Women's Resource Center
(WRC)

Digital Technology has become one
of the most important and widely
used methods of communication.
However, access to the internet,
devices, and computer skills is wide
and varied. Digital Navigators help
clients with 1:1 computer tutoring,
navigating affordable internet options,
and finding affordable devices.

The Women’s Resource Center is
seeking compassionate volunteers to
serve as Digital Navigators at our
Bradenton office. Many women in our
community face barriers to
technology access, limiting their
ability to connect with vital resources,
apply for jobs, or access telehealth
services. As a Digital Navigator, you’ll
provide one-on-one support with
basic computer, smartphone, and
internet skills, helping women set up
email, navigate online platforms, and
learn about affordable internet and
device options. Training is provided,
and no advanced tech expertise is
required—just patience, a willingness

Volunteer with
The Patterson Foundation

We're building a network of
passionate volunteers to support
TPF's community initiatives, and we'd
love your help. Whether you're drawn
to supporting education, expanding
digital access, fostering community
engagement, or beyond, your time
and talents can help create a
meaningful impact in ways that match
your interests and availability.
Volunteering with TPF means joining
a team that collaborates with care
and purpose, embraces new ideas
and fosters joyful stewardship, and
focuses on shared aspirations to
uplift our four-county region: 

Want to learn more? Fill out our
Volunteer Inquiry Form.

Ready to get started? Complete our
Volunteer Registration Form.

By joining our volunteer list, we'll
match you with opportunities that
align with your interests, skills, and
availability. You decide how and
when you'd like to engage — from
lending a hand at an event to
supporting behind-the-scenes efforts.
Every volunteer strengthens our
community.

Help us spread the word. Please
share this opportunity.
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to help, and 1–2 hours a week to
make a real difference in someone’s
life.

Location: In-person at our
Bradenton or Sarasota Office

Time Commitment: 2-3 hours per
week, based on your availability.
Advanced tech skills not required.

Apply here!

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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