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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.

Returning Citizens get Digital
Navigation Support
by Ben Vanderneck

y 3 Digital Navigator
4 Program

Ben Vanderneck was first inside a
prison about ten years ago but was out
in a few hours. He was there
representing his employer,
CareerSource Suncoast, for a
presentation to inmates designed

by Project 180, a local nonprofit that
opened his eyes to how communities
can help returning citizens. While the
importance of a home internet
subscription and a computer are critical,
and inmates do grasp the need for these
modern necessities, they also face the
costs of additional basic needs upon
their release, such as housing and
transportation.

Ben used to ask himself, Where does
digital access fit into their budget, and
how will they pay for it? Through The
Patterson Foundation’s_Digital
Navigator Program, Ben underwent
comprehensive training to serve as a
Digital Navigator, empowering him to
strengthen our community by linking
returning citizens with essential digital
tools to succeed, including helping

Closing The Gap Update
by Kiarra Louis

To optimize and amplify impact, The
Patterson Foundation initiated The Gap
to close the_Affordable Connectivity
Program (ACP) eligibility and enrollment

gap in the Suncoast to ensure everyone
ACP eligible is taking advantage of it.
As precursors to Digital Navigators who
help people connect to low-cost
internet, devices, and skill and support,
ACP Engagers will conduct two
preliminary actions: ACP awareness
and information intake.

After successfully piloting the endeavor
at SCGLR's Pop-up Neighborhood
Laundry event, 15 ACP Engagers have
now completed official training, and
several more events have been
scheduled to continue the momentum.
As we approached the start of the
school year this month, we were thrilled
to have ACP Engagers attend various
back-to-school events to connect with
more families; one event had over 3,169
people in attendance! We look forward
to opportunities for more targeted
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people apply for affordable home
internet and obtaining a low-cost
computer.

Click here to request a digital navigation
appointment at CareerSource
Suncoast or email Ben Vanderneck

directly.

Continue
Reading

Connecting The Gap
by Rachel Ploss

We’re looking for people to join our
growing team of ACP Engagers and
collaborate in closing The Gap. As the
precursor to digital navigation, ACP
Engagers educate eligible households
on the ACP and help them start the
enrollment process. There are many
ways to connect and contribute to this
project, from becoming an ACP
Engager and attending events to
connecting us to events and more. If
you are interested in learning more,
becoming an ACP Engager, or having
us be part of one of your events, please
contact Rachel Ploss

at rploss@thepattersonfoundation.org.

Florida Connects to Strengthen
Digital Access by Karen Stewart

Over the past several months, Karen
Stewart has been exploring the Digital
Equity Scorecard. This tool is a catalyst
for fostering digital equity, offering a
road map showcasing strategies
adopted by different states to
strengthen digital accessibility
challenges. By discerning each state's
unique standards, the Scorecard
evaluates efforts and assembles a
repository of insights.

outreach in the future.

Read more about The Gap
in our monthly report here.

Smallifying Stars, Solids, and
Strategic Positioning
by Kellie Alexander

The Digital Access for All (DA4A) team
gathered on July 27, 2023, for a
strategic positioning session with the
"three legs of the stool" as guiding stars:
connectivity, devices, and skills/support.
While projects in these three legs are a
mix of gas, liquid, and solid, the DA4A
team works diligently to learn from and
collaborate with community partners to
smallify actions in each effort.

READ ON

Meet Our New
DA4A Team Member, Alexa Carr
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TPF's 9th Fellow has arrived!

Alexa graduated in May 2023 with her
Philanthropic Studies MA from the
Indiana University Lilly Family School of
Philanthropy. Carr also completed her
undergraduate at [IUPUI— majoring in
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A recent email interview with Katie biology and philanthropic studies.

Smith, Director of the Office of Additionally, she completed her
Broadband, provided valuable Certificate in Fund Raising

information. Learn more about the work Management through The Fund Raising
Florida is doing to promote digital School in 2023.

access and equity.

Continue Reading About
Continue

Alexa

Reading

GLR Week 2023:
Bright Spots and Groundwork: What’s Working in Communities

On behalf of The Patterson Foundation’s (TPF) DA4A initiative, Cheri Coryea and Kellie
Alexander both presented during The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading's GLR Week (July 17—
21) of virtual events spotlighting how states are working to advance early school success and
accelerate equitable learning recovery. During their highly engaging session on July 20th, field
experts and community leads highlighted community stories about efforts to ensure children are
connected to the internet, ways communities are integrating learning-rich environments into
everyday places, and strategies to address the chronic absence in kindergarten. Cheri and Kellie
shared TPF’s efforts in the digital connectivity and digital equity space, highlighting endeavors to
strengthen participation in the Affordable Connectivity Program, developing a network of Digital
Navigators, and connecting with funders to gain insight on their strategies, approaches,
successes, and challenges in the digital access space.

The following resources were shared during the session:
e Presenter Bios
¢ Bright Spots and Silver Linings: Digital Connectivity & Digital Equity in CGLR
Communities
e Bright Spots and Silver Linings: Attendance in Kindergarten
e Bright Spots and Silver Linings: Everyday Places and Spaces: Learning Happens

Everywhere

Embracing Mister Rogers' Wisdom in a Digital World
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We welcome you to be a part of an exciting, upcoming project—fully funded by The
Patterson Foundation—featuring the book, When You Wonder, You’re Learning — Mister
Rogers’ Enduring Lessons for Raising Creative, Curious, Caring Kids by Gregg Behr &
Ryan Rydzewski.

Playful and practical, When You Wonder, You’re Learning shows parents, educators, and
neighbors the many ways they might follow in Rogers’ footsteps, sharing his “tools for
learning” with digital-age kids. With insights from thinkers, scientists, and teachers, the
book explores how kids and their parents can excel at what Mister Rogers taught best:
being human.

The When You Wonder, You’re Learning Book Circle Project will kick off September
13 and 14 with a visit to the Suncoast by co-author Ryan Rydzewski. The Patterson
Foundation has planned six events featuring Ryan, and we’d love you to attend one.
Book circles consist of at least (6) individuals coming together for (4) engaging meet-ups
between September 12 and January 25 to investigate curiosity, belonging, and joy.

When you register, The Patterson Foundation is going to add even more sparkle!

e A copy of When You Wonder, You're Learning — Mister Rogers’ Enduring Lessons
for Raising Creative, Curious, Caring Kids for each participant

e A discussion guide written for adults with prompts for each chapter of the book
(Spanish version available upon request)

e A discussion guide appendix with suggested activities for children that coincide with
the themes in the discussion guide

e A certificate of completion for each participant

Each successful book circle will have an option to choose ONE of the following:
1. $400 in support dollars to assist with childcare, snacks, or facilitation and a
certificate of completion for each participant
2. $500 Pay-it-Forward award to The Giving Partner nonprofit of their choice and a
certificate of completion for each participant
3. Thank you, we don’t require any financial support beyond the books, discussion
guides, and certificates of completion

Curious? Don’t miss out—click the links below to register for a book circle and meet Ryan:
e | want to lead a book circle!
e |'d like to participate without assuming any leadership roles
e Click here to meet award-winning author, reporter, and speechwriter Ryan

Rydzewski

We invite you to embrace the wonders that await and be part of a heartwarming journey
inspired by the timeless wisdom of Mister Rogers tailored for children in a digital age.

Click here for

details
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Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
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