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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.

 

You’re Invited to Attend the Digital Access for All Symposium,
Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the Digital Age

October 15 and 16, 2024

In June 2020, The Patterson Foundation (TPF) created Digital Access for All (DA4A) to
explore the efforts of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that
connects people in ways that foster inclusion and well-being. The initiative aspires to
discover how individuals, businesses, nonprofits, government, and the media are moving
the needle on access to digital technology. The DA4A team has engaged in enriching and
insightful conversations with more than 30 national and state organizations and over 50
county leaders in schools, libraries, economic development, and nonprofits. This
knowledge informs opportunities to strengthen these efforts collaboratively within our four-
county area: Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota.

In celebration of the 4th year of the Digital Access for All initiative, TPF is hosting a Digital
Access for All Symposium, Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the
Digital Age, on October 15 and 16, 2024, in Sarasota, Florida. Day one will consist of a
special keynote presentation and dinner. Day two will be the full-day Symposium for
anyone interested in digital access work. The Symposium will be held at The Ora at 578
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McIntosh Rd, Sarasota, FL 34232. 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER + EXPLORE

Beyond The Blog — Digital Access for All
​with Jack Lynch, EducationSuperHighway

In this podcast, Alexa Carr interviews Jack Lynch, Chief Operating Officer of
EducationSuperHighway. They discuss how EducationSuperHighway is adapting its
operations following the recent Affordable Connectivity Program rollback, the importance
of low-cost plans, and efforts to increase high-speed connections to affordable apartment
buildings through collaboration with various state BEAD funding initiatives. The podcast
also provides listeners with information on how to learn more and get involved with the
Digital Access for All initiative and EducationSuperHighway.

Watch it here. Listen to it on Spotify or iHeartRadio!

Artificial Intelligence and
the Digital Divide
​By Karen Stewart

Strengthening digital access for
people of all ages and backgrounds,

Register Now for Florida
Broadband Summit 2024!

The Florida Broadband Summit 2024,
a pivotal event focusing on expanding
broadband access to small, rural, and
underserved communities, will be
held from September 11–13, 2024, at
the Renaissance Orlando at
SeaWorld. Hosted by
FloridaCommerce in partnership with
CareerSource Florida, this summit
will bring together leaders from
various sectors, including state and
local government, workforce and
economic development, education,
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especially those from asset-limited
families, ensures everyone can
participate in and benefit from the
opportunities of advancing
technologies. As stated in a recent
Dell Technologies blog, the
advancement of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) has the potential to create
solutions for society’s biggest
challenges, but it also has the
potential to cause another digital
divide or worsen the one we already
have. This blog offers ideas on
influencing AI to promote digital
inclusion for everyone.
Learn more here.

The Gift of Access
By Carol Kranitz

Phones, tablets, laptops, and
desktops—how many of us take for
granted sitting down to one of our
digital devices to pay a bill,
participate in telehealth or virtual
education opportunities, look
something up, or email a friend?
But what if you didn’t have access…
not because you didn’t have internet
but because you lacked a device to
sign on to the internet? Learn about
Carol’s experience working with the
Sarasota Technology Users Group
(STUG) to get the clients she works
with devices here.

The Roller Coaster Ride of a
Digital Navigator
By Joni Hansen

and the broadband industry, to
collaborate and discuss the future of
broadband in Florida.
Learn more here.

The Patterson Foundation's
Nonprofit Internship
Program Strengthens

Students and Nonprofits

Through a collaboration with the
Indiana University Indianapolis Lilly
Family School of Philanthropy
(LFSOP), The Patterson Foundation
(TPF)'s Nonprofit Internship Program
connects students at the school with
opportunities at nonprofits in the
Suncoast region. A successful
internship results in students gaining
priceless experience and insight into
nonprofit work, while a nonprofit gains
valuable completed projects from
students educated at LFSOP. TPF
serves as a guide on the side and
funds the internship by providing a
$4,000 stipend to the nonprofit
partner to cover the cost of the
intern's salary ($20/hr for 150 hrs)
and onboarding fees. To learn more,
email Kiarra Louis and Ericia Henry.

​Note: In the meantime, we
encourage you to review these two
blogs, which share the impact
internships have on both a student
and an organization: The Perfect Fit!
by Gary Butler, Military Heritage
Museum, and Growing the Roots of a
Nonprofit by Kimberly Hestermann,
IU student. 

Farewell Fellow, Avery
Crews Prado de Lima, TPF
Fellow 2023/24
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As I've grown older, I've become
more cautious and hesitant to ride
roller coasters. However, I've found a
new kind of roller coaster experience
in my role as a Digital Navigator for
Digital Access for All, an initiative of
The Patterson Foundation. When
assigned new clients, we contact
them via email, text, or phone. Many
are delighted to hear from us and
eager to learn how we can assist with
their internet and digital needs. They
appreciate our contact and are ready
to share information. Learn more
about my journey as a Digital
Navigator here.

Questions about
Philanthropy and AI
By Andrew Spector

AI is moving fast, and philanthropy
has an opportunity to help mitigate its
risks and maximize its potential. In
his blog, TPF Fellow Andrew
Spector asks five questions about
philanthropy and AI:
1) What are the unique opportunities
and threats of AI to Charlotte,
DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota
counties?
2) What are the opportunities and
threats of AI to our country?
3) What are the opportunities and
threats of AI to our species and
planet?
4) Should philanthropy use AI
internally and/or externally to do our

In late June, Avery Crews Prado de
Lima joined Scholarship America as
the Community Engagement
Consultant for their Dollars for
Scholars Program. This position will
provide opportunities for Avery to
support a national coalition of more
than 430 nonprofits engaged in this
work while also continuing to
strengthen her project management
and strategic communication skills.
This role is fully remote, and Avery
and her husband, José Victor, are
planning to move to Indianapolis.
They are both excited about this next
chapter and grateful for everyone’s
support during their time in Sarasota.
Learn more about her experience as
a TPF Fellow here. 

Farewell Fellow, Alexa Carr,
TPF Fellow 2023/24

In late July, Alexa Carr launched from
her TPF Fellowship. She will be the
Campaign Services Manager at
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals,
where she will work remotely from
Indianapolis. We are thankful for her
contributions to DA4A, especially with
the early planning of the upcoming
Digital Access for All, Suncoast
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work more efficiently and effectively?
If so, how and when?
5) Can we support other
organizations in driving more impact
by using AI? If so, how and when?
Read Andrew’s blog here.

Welcome, Ericia Henry,
​TPF Fellow 2024–2025

Ericia Henry joined The Patterson
Foundation as its eleventh fellow in
June 2024. Ericia graduated in May
2024 with her Master of Arts in
Philanthropic Studies from the Lilly
Family School of Philanthropy.
During her studies, she completed
certificates in Nonprofit Management
through the O'Neill School and Fund
Raising Management through The
Fund Raising School. She looks
forward to her time as a fellow,
cultivating relationships with many
amazing people in the philanthropic
sector and gaining the knowledge
and skills to become a well-rounded
leader.

Connect: Innovating and Thriving in
the Digital Age Symposium. 

Welcome Erika Kelly

The Digital Access for All team is
thrilled to welcome Erika Kelly, who
specializes in strategic planning and
project management. In 2013, Erika
began consulting with various
nonprofit organizations and
institutions. As an independent
consultant, she combines a keen
attention to detail with the ability to
connect the bigger-picture dots.
Erika has consulted with The
Patterson Foundation for several
years, managing and coordinating
projects for various initiatives,
including Legacy of Valor, Recoding
Organizational DNA, Margin &
Mission Ignition, the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading,
Age-Friendly Sarasota, Patriot Plaza,
and now Digital Access for All. Learn
more about her here.

Glossary of Terms:
Understanding Digital

Access Terms

Term Spotlight: Digital Literacy
describes the skills and knowledge
needed to navigate the Internet and
computing devices effectively. It may
be geared towards new Internet and
computing users who need to learn
very basic foundational skills such as
turning devices on/off, connecting to
a network, and navigating a
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browser. To explore our evolving
glossary, click here.

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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