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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.

Estimated Reading Time: 10 minutes

In this edition, we’re spotlighting practical ways technology can strengthen our
communities, from building Al fluency and expanding broadband access to inspiring the
next generation through hands-on STEAM learning. You'll also find resources to help
families prepare for the school year, stay informed about upcoming elections, and discover
opportunities to engage in the growing digital inclusion movement. And don't forget to look
for the Wi-Fi symbol somewhere in this newsletter issue. When you spot it, click it, and
you'll be asked to share your efforts to enhance access to technology. Once you submit
the form, your name will be entered into our DA4A Spinner Wheel, which we’ll use for
periodic drawings throughout the year. Those whose name is drawn from the DA4A
Spinner Wheel will receive a $100 Pay-It-Forward (PIF) award to gift to an organization
listed on The Giving_Partner.

DAAJA Six-Year Milestones Lead to Strategy Refresh Learning
By Cheri Coryea

As shared in the June issue of the DA4A Newsletter, milestones achieved over the last six
years helped shape the focus of the strategy refresh. These milestones were identified by
uncovering promising practices and considering the initiative's evolution through external
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interviews, report reviews, webinars, and consumer feedback. Key achievements that
informed many of our observations included, but were not limited to, the following:

18 video conference tapings and re-broadcast(s)

25 webversations with partners across the region

70 interviews with county, city, and community leaders

71 DA4A articles shared since June 2020

80 DA4A newsletters

83 presentations to national, statewide, and regional organizations
108 blog posts

300+ attendees at the Suncoast Connect Symposium

The DA4A team learned to adjust based on the interactions with consumers and their
needs. By streamlining connections toward targeted areas in need during 2025, GAP
locations, and enhanced alignment with other TPF initiatives such as Suncoast Campaign
for Grade-level Reading's Pop-Up Neighbor Through Laundry events and Suncoast
Remake Learning Days, we made progress. External connections included opportunities
at CareerSource Suncoast, Goodwill Manasota, MCR Health, and Centerstone.

As we look ahead, growing the network of partners and expanding the ongoing successful
device drive will be a primary focus. We are adapting our approach to provide basic
training for new Digital Navigators so that the many consumers we meet who lack
affordable, reliable internet access can benefit from their expertise.

Establishing a baseline of who we have served and recognizing the many activities
conducted validates that the DA4A knows how to connect. This next list tells you just how
active our support team is in serving the community:

4 cohorts and 42 Digital Navigators trained

8 National Philanthropy Scan Workshops culminating in 2 reports
17 Digital Navigator ACP events

15 Digital Navigator organizations trained

3,000+ consumer surveys completed

16 DA4A podcast productions

1,530 devices collected and donated to the Device Drive (November 2022—June 2025)
300+ devices donated to consumers in need in collaboration with Sarasota Technology.
Users Group and others

Cheri Coryea Among Panelists Speaking On Technology, Trust, and the Digital
Divide
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On June 30, Cheri Coryea, Consultant with The Patterson Foundation, was one of several
panelists who joined The Campaign for Grade-Level Reading’s Technology, Trust, and the
Digital Divide webinar in a series of four summer sessions focused on Technology-
Enhanced Teaching, Learning, and Development, Who's responsible for ensuring that
children and families have equitable access to today’s education technology and the
opportunities it represents?

As a part of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and its Schools and Libraries Universal
Service support mechanism, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) established
E-Rate (Education Rate) to “help schools and libraries obtain access to state-of-the-art
services and technologies at discounted rates.” Changes to this program could place new
pressures on school and library budgets and disproportionately impact rural communities
where families struggle with monthly costs, lack working devices, and need digital skills to
compete for higher-level education and jobs. An important bright spot in this struggle is the
infusion of trained Digital Navigators in communities with larger populations of families
unable to connect.

You can watch the recording_here. Subsequent sessions are on July 14 and July 21.
Register here.

Al Fluency Framework (4 D’s)

Ringling College of Art and Design professor Rick
Dakan recently spoke to The Patterson Foundation
about the Four Ds of Al Fluency, which he created
with former Sarasota resident Joseph Feller, in
partnership with Anthropic.

Instead of teaching about the latest Al tools or
methods, the Al Fluency Framework they devised
helps people know when and how to use Al
effectively, no matter what you are trying to
accomplish or which tools you are using. The Four
Ds are the foundation of that Al fluency, four
interconnected competencies to help ensure our
interactions with Al are effective, efficient, ethical,
and safe.

1. Delegation: Setting clear goals for your project, then deciding whether, when, and how
to engage with Al

2. Description: Effectively setting clear goals to prompt useful Al behaviors and outputs.
3. Discernment: Accurately assessing the usefulness of Al outputs and behaviors.

4. Diligence: Taking responsibility for what we do with Al and how we use it.

Learn more at https://www.anthropic.com/learn/claude-for-you

Connect With Us!

Looking for a space where people genuinely care about digital inclusion and making
access fair for everyone? Our DA4A LinkedIn Group is all about sharing ideas, learning
from each other, and working toward more inclusive digital communities. It's a place for
real conversations, different perspectives, and practical ways to make a difference. Come
take a look, join in when you're ready, and be part of something that matters. And if
someone comes to mind who should be part of this, too, invite them along. The more
voices we have, the stronger the impact.
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STEAM Fest 2026
By Lyndsey Smith and Alicia Exantus, Consultants, 6
The Patterson Foundation

Technology becomes even more meaningful when it sparks curiosity, creativity, and
connection within a community. The STEAM Fest 2026 at The NEST, held as part of
Remake Learning Days, showcased the power of hands-on learning through interactive
technology experiences for families and students of all ages. The event featured
programmable robots, circuit-building stations, engineering activities, and maker
challenges designed to encourage exploration, experimentation, and real-time problem-
solving. Throughout the event, participants engaged directly with technology in ways that
built excitement and confidence. Children tested engineering concepts, programmed
robots, and collaborated with peers while parents and caregivers joined in the learning
experience alongside them. STEAM Fest highlighted how accessible STEAM
programming can inspire innovation while creating welcoming spaces for discovery and
growth. Events like these demonstrate that technology is not only about advancement; it is
also about empowering individuals to ask questions, try new ideas, and recognize their
own potential.

Special thanks go to the community partners, volunteers, and facilitators whose efforts
helped make STEAM Fest 2026 an engaging and successful experience for local families.
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Is Your Home Back-to-School-Ready?
By Maribel Martinez, Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

As Suncoast students start to see their summer vacation slip away, caregivers are bargain
shopping for long lists of school supplies. Parents, did you know your student’s school
may qualify your home for a more affordable internet bill? Read on to learn more about
how much internet your home needs in preparation for back to school and how to make it
more affordable before the first bell rings.

Broadband Beyond the Suncoast

NTIA Announces Two New Funding Opportunities to Expand Broadband on Tribal
Lands. On June 17, NTIA announced two new notices of funding opportunity: one for the
Tribal Broadband Connectivity Program Round 3 (TBCP 3) and one for the Native Entities
Grant Program (NEGP), the native entity set-aside included in the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA). Together, these NOFOs will make approximately $790
million available to eligible entities to advance broadband connectivity on Tribal lands,
promote infrastructure availability, and increase use and adoption of broadband
technologies. The application window will close on September 17, and NTIA expects to
make awards on a rolling basis beginning in Spring 2027.

New Report: National Digital Navigator Corps Program Evaluation. The National
Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) is proud to release the full NDNC Program Evaluation
Report, its summary, and the Key Findings & Recommendations Brief for the National
Digital Navigator Corps. In 2022, NDIA launched the National Digital Navigator Corps
(NDNC), a multi-year pilot program to create and expand digital navigator programs in
rural and Tribal communities with an investment from Google.org. The program set out to
adapt the established digital navigator model for implementation in rural and Tribal
communities.

Save the Date: Digital Inclusion Week 2026: October 4-10, 2026. Join the NDIA for
Digital Inclusion Week (DIW), an annual nationwide event dedicated to raising awareness
about digital equity and the vital importance of inclusion in our increasingly digital world.
This week-long event showcases the collective efforts to bridge the digital divide and
highlights the impactful work being done to ensure everyone has access to technology
and the internet
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Register for Net Inclusion 2027. Join us in Columbus, OH, February 24-26, 2027, for the
opportunity to gain digital equity insights, ignite change, and amplify your impact in the
digital inclusion movement.

Voter Education Tip of the Month

Primary elections are how political parties choose the candidates who will appear on the
ballot in the general election. They set the course for what's next, but the primaries are
tricky and sometimes confusing.

Why? Because it's not just the primary races we’re voting on. There's more on the ballot
that we should pay attention to.

What else is on there?

School Board elections, Hospital Board elections, ballot measures (a law, issue, or topic
placed on a statewide or municipal ballot for voters to decide through an election), and
other final elections can also occur at the same time as the primaries.

Voter turnout is significantly lower during the primaries because of the misunderstanding
of who can do what at the polls. Remember, election outcomes reflect who shows up
at the polls. Fortunately, technology makes it easier than ever to prepare before Election
Day. Voters can review a sample ballot, verify their registration, confirm their polling
location, and learn about candidates and ballot measures online before heading to the
polls. Taking a few minutes to use these digital tools can help voters feel informed and
confident when casting their ballot. We all get a voice in August—Iet’s use it!

In a recent episode of Civic Sparks, Leah Verier-Dunn and Debra Jacobs sat down to
discuss The Patterson Foundation's Voter Education initiative. To learn more about why
TPF cares, watch or listen to the podcast here.

Upcoming Election Information:
¢ Election Day: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7:00 AM - 7:00 PM
¢ Voter Registration Deadline: Midterm 10/5/26
¢ Vote-By-Mail Request Deadline: No later than 5 PM on the 12th day before the
election

Visit your county Supervisor of Elections website for information and to submit your
request. Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota.

Check Your Voter Registration here.
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Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
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