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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.
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Now that July 4th is part of history—a moment many use to reflect on belonging, freedom,
and community—we're invited to consider a deeper question: What comes next? The days
following this holiday offer space to reflect on the kind of future we want to shape, one
rooted in understanding, connection, and shared possibility.

Through its Aspirations to Actions initiative, The Patterson Foundation is investing in the
future of our community and nation through a series of book circles exploring The New
Civic Path: Restoring Our Belief in One Another and This Nation, the new book by Rich
Harwood, president and Founder of The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation. Through
thoughtful, facilitated conversations led by a team member, these book circles will
encourage participants to reflect on strengthening relationships and envisioning a more
inclusive and responsive community. The Patterson Foundation will provide a printed copy
of the book, a discussion guide, and a customized bookmark.

e Attend an info session here.

e Sign up to join a book circle here.

Questions? Email AspirationstoActions@thepattersonfoundation.org.

Interested in TPF hosting a Book Circle for your organization or network? We'd be more
than happy to come to you! Whether you're a nonprofit, community group, workplace, or
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network of changemakers, we can help create a meaningful space for dialogue and
connection. You provide the people — we provide the books and the conversations.
Complete the group interest form here to learn how we can bring a Book Circle to your

space.
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DA4A Featured on NDIA’s

Interactive Map on Digital
Inclusion Coalitions
By Maribel Martinez

In the Fall of 2024, the National
Digital Inclusion Alliance, the national
nonprofit leading information and
policy for digital inclusion and equity
work, opened a survey to gather
information about coalitions and how
they structure their work, how they
are organized, and how they
measure the impact that they have on
their communities. The Patterson
Foundation’s Digital Access for All
initiative registered, and when the
data was made public, it became
clear that we are unique but not
alone.

Continue reading Maribel’s blog to
learn how DA4A is one of 85
identified coalitions across the
country, but it is the only regional
coalition in Florida!

Join the Conversation on
Digital Access

Looking to connect with others who
are passionate about bridging the
digital divide? The Digital Access for
All (DA4A) LinkedIn group is a

Suncoast Digital Navigators
Spotlighted at Suncoast
Connect 2025

Many people still struggle to access
and utilize technology in their daily
lives. Digital Navigators are trusted
guides with specific training who help
connect community members with
groups and programs that provide
low-cost home internet service, an
affordable computing device, and
foundational digital literacy training
based on their specific needs. The
Patterson Foundation has trained
over 30 Digital Navigators in 8
nonprofit organizations across the
region.

Watch this 30-minute panel
discussion from the 2025 Suncoast
Connect DA4A Symposium to learn
from two lead Digital Navigators -
Brent Giangregorio, Director of Client
Services at Women’s Resource
Center, and Neirda Thompson-
Pemberton, Founder of EUNducation
- along with moderator and DA4A
initiative lead Cheri Coryea, on the
challenges people are still facing.
Hear how they have successfully
helped people navigate technology
issues to improve employability skills
and education, as well as how you
can incorporate Digital Navigators
into your organization.
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growing community of individuals and
organizations working to expand
digital access across the Suncoast
and beyond. Whether you're
exploring innovative solutions,
sharing your own experiences, or
learning from others in the field, this
space is for you. Join us on LinkedIn
to be part of the conversation. Search
"Digital Access for All (DA4A)
Discussion Group" on LinkedIn.

How People Get Help from
Digital Navigators: An
Interview with Joni Hansen
By Maribel Martinez

Suncoast Digital Navigators work
across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee,
and Sarasota counties to help people
connect to affordable broadband,
large-screen devices, and digital
skills and support, but alongside
formal communication plans with
partner organizations, word of mouth
continues to be a positive way for
community members to get the
assistance they need.

Check out how direct and indirect
referrals play an important role in a
Digital Navigator’s ability to perform
their function in a short interview with
Joni Hansen, Suncoast Digital

Navigator.

National Digital
Inclusion Alliance’s Net
Inclusion 2025

The Net Inclusion conference has
been a staple in the digital inclusion
community since 2016, bringing

Digital Navigator
Program Excellence
By Maribel Martinez

What does it take to stand up a digital
navigation initiative, and how do you
know it's being done right? Digital
Navigators are trained to help others
with adopting broadband, acquiring
devices, learning digital skills, and
providing support. It starts with a
champion, or a collective of like-
minded people who agree that it is
impossible to fully participate in
today’s world without a broadband
connection on a device you own and
can use capably, and then take
action. Read on to learn how we
continue to strive for excellence with
the Digital Navigator Program.

Digital Navigator Interview
with Carol Kranitz
By Maribel Martinez

Suncoast Digital Navigators work
across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee,
and Sarasota counties to help people
connect to affordable broadband,
large-screen devices, and digital
skills and support, but alongside
formal communication plans with
partner organizations, word of mouth
continues to be a positive way for
community members to get the
assistance they need.
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thousands of practitioners,

advocates, academics, internet Check out how direct and indirect
service providers, and policymakers referrals play an important role in a
together to share their knowledge Digital Navigator’s ability to perform
and discuss: their function in a short interview with
e |ocal, state, Tribal, and federal Carol Kranitz, Suncoast Digital
policies impacting digital equity Navigator.

e Digital inclusion best practices
from across the country,
including new sessions on Al
and digital equity, rural and
Tribal outreach, and securing
funding for sustainability

e Digital inclusion programming,

including the latest on digital

navigators, digital health equity,
accessibility, serving diverse
populations, and community-
centered work

Connectivity Skills/Support

Devices

View session recordings here.

Beyond The Suncoast
Check Out The Latest News in the Digital Access Space

Beyond The Suncoast: Check Out The Latest News in the Digital Access Space

e National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) - Al Skills are Digital Skills and Five Other
Takeaways from NDIA’'s Comments to NSF and Congress on the Intersection of Al
and Digital Inclusion

e Benton Institute - Digital Navigation in Health Care

e The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) - Online
Health and Safety for Children and Youth: Best Practices for Families and Guidance
for Industry

e Pew Charitable Trust - Data Collection is Critical for Efficient Broadband Policy

Implementation

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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