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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.

Estimated Reading Time: 10 minutes

In this edition, we're spotlighting how communities are working together to strengthen
digital access and inclusion across the Suncoast and beyond. Learn about DA4A’s
ongoing strategy refresh, community-driven efforts in Sarasota and DeSoto counties,
insights from national leaders in aging and technology, upcoming learning opportunities,
and key updates shaping the future of digital opportunity at the local, state, and national
levels.

It’s time for a Strategy Refresh for DA4A
By Cheri Coryea

For more than a decade, The Patterson Foundation (TPF) initiatives have emphasized
embracing technology and optimizing its benefits to strengthen its work. When the COVID-
19 pandemic occurred in early 2020, TPF immediately became concerned about families
and whether they had the tools to keep engaged. Digital access swiftly emerged as a
basic necessity for participating in activities that had increasingly shifted to the online
environment. Unfortunately, many asset-limited families, older adults, and communities
struggled to acquire internet access, computer devices, and training to succeed in this
new, technology-driven world. When the Digital Access for All (DA4A)_initiative was
created, it began exploring the efforts of national, state, and regional thought leaders who
were working to address these issues in ways that connect people while fostering
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inclusion and well-being. Discovering efforts and entities that are creating change on this
issue and how each is working on it created an opportunity to strengthen efforts to
overcome the common obstacles to digital access.

Six years later, amid ever-rapid growth and evolution, DA4A took the opportunity to review
its strategy. The strategy refresh team, led by Andrew Spector, Cheri Coryea, Julio
Suarez, and Brian Ries, consultants at TPF, was assembled.

Continue reading_to learn how this team's work has assessed the efficacy of current and
past DA4A programs, received feedback from key stakeholders, and uncovered promising
practices in digital access at the regional and national levels.

Have You Connected with Us on LinkedIn Yet?

We’'re taking a moment to pause, reflect, and open up a real conversation. A group
member asked: What barriers, visible or invisible, might still prevent someone in your
community from taking their first step toward digital access? And how can we create
spaces where asking for help feels safe and stigma-free?

There’s no single right answer, just honest perspectives that can help us all think a little
deeper and do a little better. Hop over to our DA4A LinkedIn Group and tell us your
thoughts!

We invite you to reflect on the question
below and share your response:

What barriers-visible or invisible-mighw?
still prevent someone in your Q 1-
community from taking their first step
toward digital access, and how can we
create spaces where askm? for help
feels safe and stigma-free?
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Remake Learning Day Inspires Community Connections at 13th Avenue Dream
Center by Lyndsey Smith, Consultant,
The Patterson Foundation

Discover how Suncoast Remake Learning Days at the 13th Avenue Dream Center created
opportunities for families, students, and community members to connect through
technology, conversation, and shared learning experiences. The article highlights
meaningful discussions about technology access, community feedback, and how The
Patterson Foundation continues listening to families to help shape future support and
resources. Continue reading_about TPF’s continued commitment to listening_and learning
first here.

DN4 Summer Collaboration Sizzles by Maribel Martinez, Consultant, The
Patterson Foundation

The start of summer signals the kickoff of summer camps, but can you keep a secret? The
kids have a surprise waiting for them this year, and so do their families Read on to learn
more about how a local nonprofit is collaborating with DeSoto County to ensure the
community lifts itself up and away from the digital divide.

Transforming the Digital Access Landscape for Older Americans with Tom
Kamber
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Tom Kamber is the Founder and Executive Director of Older Adults Technology

Services (OATS) and Senior Planet from AARP. He is a leading expert on aging and
technology and is regularly featured in national media. While in Sarasota, FL, for the
Suncoast Connect Symposium in 2025, Tom sat down for an interview with TPF
Fellow Andrew Spector. Tom and Andrew discuss the origin and early evolution of
OATS, OATS' strategy and tactics, OATS’ impact, and how to build high-impact and
high-trust partnerships.

Watch here. Listen here. Or tune in on Spotify, Apple Podcasts, iHeartRadio, or visit
us Beyond The Blog!

Beyond The Suncoast
- BEAD Progress Dashboard: The Broadband Equity Access and 6

Deployment Program (BEAD), funded by the 11JA, is a $42.45 billion federal

grant program that aims to connect every American to high-speed internet by funding
partnerships to build infrastructure. In June 2023, NTIA announced allocation amounts for
all 56 states and territories. States and territories can use their allocated funds for a series
of these eligible uses here. The dashboard here tracks how BEAD Eligible Entities are
progressing through major program milestones. Check back here to see how each state
and territory is progressing. All 56 states and territories have submitted their final
proposals for review. 54 states and territories have received NTIA approval of their final
proposals, and NIST has approved 52 of those, making the grant funds available. 52
states and territories have signed and returned their award agreement, finalizing the
process.

- Why NDIA Endorses the Digital Opportunity Foundation Act of 2026: In May, U.S.
Senator Ben Ray Lujan (D-N.M.), Representative Doris Matsui (D-Calif.), and Senator
Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) introduced the bicameral Digital Opportunity Foundation Act
of 2026, legislation designed to establish a new nonprofit foundation that leverages both
public and private investments to expand digital opportunity nationwide. As technology,
broadband, and emerging tools like artificial intelligence (Al) become further embedded in
our daily lives, piecemeal solutions for supporting digital inclusion programs are no longer
sufficient. This legislation recognizes that true digital equity requires long-term, sustainable
strategies to ensure every person can access, adopt, and effectively use modern digital
tools. Read more here.
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Voter Education Tip of the Month
Check Your Registration: As election season approaches, it is important to 6

stay informed about voter registration deadlines and Florida’s updated vote-

by-mail requirements. Taking a few minutes now to confirm your registration and voting
plan can ensure your voice is heard on Election Day. Check Your Voter Registration
Voting By Mail in Florida: Florida’s voting laws regarding vote-by-mail ballots have
changed. All vote-by-mail requests expired in 2024. All voters who wish to vote by mail
must renew their request after every general election cycle.

Upcoming Election Deadlines

e Voter Registration Deadline: Primary 7/2/26 | Midterm 10/5/26
¢ \ote-By-Mail Request Deadline: 5 PM on the 12th day before the election
e Election Day: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7 AM- 7 PM

Visit your county Supervisor of Elections website for information and to submit your
request. Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota

Voting is one way to make your voice heard, but civic engagement extends far beyond
Election Day. Learn why The Patterson Foundation believes investing in civic
responsibility strengthens communities in this episode of Civic Sparks, featuring host Leah
Verier-Dunn and TPF President and CEO Debra Jacobs.

Let’s Talk Civic
Engagement

A Beyond The Blog Podcast:
Inspiring people to engage,
strengthen their communij

Featuring Debra J
President & CEQ
The Patterson Founda

- ASPIRATIONS TO
PATTERSON Y ACTIONS

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn

#DigitalAccessforAll
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The Patterson Foundation | 2 N. Tamiami Trail Suite 206 | Sarasota, FL 34236 US
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