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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

The DA4A Journey with John Ferguson By Andrew Spector

In the final podcast recorded following Suncoast Connect in March, “The DA4A Journey,”
John Ferguson, Director of Membership Programs at Indiana Philanthropy Alliance and
former Fellow at The Patterson Foundation, shares about the origin and evolution of TPF’s
Digital Access for All initiative. Listen here and watch here. (23 minutes)

The Power of
a Simple Conversation

By Lyndsey Smith 

It's amazing how a simple
conversation can turn into so much
more. Most evenings, my husband
and I catch up over dinner about how
our day was and any new projects we

Join the Conversation:
Digital Access for All

Expands Online

The Digital Access for All (DA4A)
initiative is growing, and you're invited
to participate. The DA4A LinkedIn
group was created to connect people
and organizations around virtual

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=June+2025+%7C+Collaborating+to+Achieve+Digital+Access%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=June+2025+%7C+Collaborating+to+Achieve+Digital+Access%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://youtu.be/gVanv_FVBKQ?si=TXTB9M8k4IN_sc5H
https://www.linkedin.com/in/john-f-32a36397/
https://inphilanthropy.org/
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/digital-access-for-all.html
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2122151/episodes/16989907-the-digital-access-for-all-journey-with-john-ferguson
https://youtu.be/gVanv_FVBKQ?si=3lDsI5YlKUQsUHZI
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/about/consultants/lyndsey-smith.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/the-gap/connectivity-begins-with-connection.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/community-preparedness-recovery-and-resiliency/tech-and-preparedness-how-technology-can-help-you-in-a-disaster.html
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=34db93ba-748c-4c1c-8efd-b6041126f3a9
https://youtu.be/gVanv_FVBKQ?si=1W8pCys94rZXwf42


are working on. I often share about
the work I get to do with The
Patterson Foundation. More often
than not, the DA4A initiative makes
its way into the conversation, whether
it's a success story, a challenge we're
working through, or a moment that
made me smile. I never really thought
much about those conversations. But
recently, I was reminded just how far
a few words can go.

One day, Dan came home from work
explaining that a coworker's home
had been struck by lightning, frying
the computer she had just saved up
for. She didn't have the means to
replace it and was feeling
discouraged. Because of the
conversations we had had over
dinner, he asked if I thought DA4A
could help. Continue reading to see
how The Gap team was able to assist
Angela with digital navigation
services. 

Suncoast Remake Learning
Days & Technology

Suncoast Remake Learning Days
(SRLD), the 15-day celebration of
creativity, exploration, and family-
friendly learning presented by the
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level
Reading, recently wrapped up its
fourth year. It featured nearly 400
free, interactive events across
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties designed to spark
curiosity and foster shared discovery
among youth of all ages and their
families. Similar to last month, we’re
highlighting events related to the
technology learning theme! 

Experience Earth Day: Wilkinson

trends, identify access gaps, and
spark thoughtful dialogue that leads
to real change.
Whether you're working in
technology, education, health, or
nonprofit services, your voice and
experience can help move the
conversation forward. Don't just
scroll; get involved. Ask questions,
share insights, and build connections.
Join the DA4A LinkedIn Group today
and help shape a more connected
future. 

Luke Bencie Presents How
to Think Like A Spy at the

2025 DA4A Suncoast
Connect Symposium

This Suncoast Connect Symposium
keynote presentation featured Luke
Bencie, Managing Director of
Security Management International,
LLC. Luke's informative and
entertaining presentation featured
how to think like a spy -- utilizing the
techniques of the CIA's CARVER
Methodology as well as other
cognizant security strategy tactics.
Watch the 1-hour presentation here.

Connectivity Begins with
Connection by Vida Perlow

Connection implies a state of being
joined or united in some way,
whether emotionally, physically,
intellectually, or technologically. As a
community engager with The Gap
initiative, Vida Perlow specializes in
connecting others to access digital
resources, including low-cost internet
options, free or low-cost devices, and
technology skills training. Knowing
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Elementary School, the state's FIRST
National Institute for STEM
Education (NISE) nationally certified
STEM school, had families join
teachers and staff to experience
Earth Day…STEAM Style! Attendees
participated in hands-on science,
technology, engineering, arts, and
math experiences as they learned
about planet Earth!

A 25th Anniversary Celebration for
21st Century After-School
Program: Celebrating 25 Years of
the 21st-Century After-School
Program, this was a special
collaboration with J5 Experience,
21st-Century After-School Program,
and Mr. Stevey Studios to bring
SRLD 2025 to Emma E. Booker
Elementary School! The Digital
Storybook was an inspiring afternoon
filled with creativity, technology, and
storytelling. Activities include: Story
Creation: Write or draw stories
inspired by the program's 25-year
history, personal experiences, or
family stories. Video Sharing: Share
your creative work on platforms like
YouTube, TikTok, and more!

Clicks, Pix, and Prizes: The DeSoto
Arts Center hosted Clicks, Pix, &
Prizes. In part 1 of this exciting two-
part phone photography series,
attendees learned how to use the
photography features on their iPhone
or Android phone and take more
creative pictures. They learned about
camera basics, camera settings,
photo apps, editing tools, and
composition. Then, they headed
outside for a practical experience to
put what they learned into action and
practice their new photography skills. 

that she may be the first smiling face
people meet at community outreach
events motivates her to give my best
when interacting with them. Nurturing
genuine connection requires
intentionality. It means listening
deeply. It involves putting aside
distractions, making time for others,
and recognizing the shared humanity
in everyone we meet. Continue
reading her blog to learn how she is
putting each of those skills to good
use in her role as an engager. 

Tech and Preparedness:
How Technology Can Help

You in a Disaster
By Karen Windon

When we think of disaster readiness,
we don't always think of technology.
But in today's world, it plays a crucial
role in staying informed, connected,
and prepared when emergencies
strike. It's one of the many reasons
why digital access for all matters.
From smartphones to satellite
imaging, continue reading Karen's
blog to learn how technology can
help you stay safe.

Join The New Civic Path Book Circle by Kiarra Louis

We invite you to be part of a meaningful opportunity to strengthen our community’s
connective tissue by engaging in conversations on issues with the mindset of what’s
collectively possible. In partnership with The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, TPF
has encouraged communities to turn outward, discover shared aspirations, and transform
them into meaningful action. With the release of The New Civic Path: Restoring Our Belief
in One Another and This Nation, the new book by the president and CEO of The Harwood
Institute, Rich Harwood, we’re excited to launch a series of book circles in Charlotte,
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DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties.  
This book circle is a space for exploring and reflecting on strengthening relationships and
envisioning a more inclusive and responsive community. Each book circle will be
facilitated by a TPF consultant to encourage thoughtful conversations that inspire
meaningful change and civic confidence.
What’s Provided:

A free printed copy of The New Civic Path, a discussion guide, and a customized
bookmark
Eligible book circle groups will receive a $300 Pay-it-Forward Award and collaborate
on designating one award to a nonprofit with a Giving Partner profile.

Interested in learning more? Complete the interest form here or register for a virtual info
session on Tuesday, July 15.  

Beyond The Suncoast
Check Out The Latest News in the Digital Access Space

National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) - Digital Navigator Training Opportunities
Benton Institute - The Digital Equity Act: What It Is and Why We Need It
The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) - Building
an Ecosystem for AI Accountability
Pew Charitable Trust - States Work to Address Barriers to Broadband Expansion

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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