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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation (TPF) created its Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative to explore,
educate, and engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in
ways that foster inclusion and well-being.

Reflecting on DA4A’s Three
Years of Impact
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Digital Access for AL I

In June 2020, when the world was in a
panic, and the unknown impacts of the
pandemic were in its early stages, The
Patterson Foundation jumped into
action. Dr. Laurey Stryker led the way
as the Digital Access for All strategy
was developing. TPF Fellow John
Ferguson 2020/21 joined her, and they
began mapping out a way to ensure
that ALICE (asset-limited, income-
constrained, employed) families would
have internet access to complete
homework assignments and obtain
resources. Read Cheri Coryea's blog to
learn about DA4A's evolution over the
past three years and how the initiative
has strengthened people, organizations,
and communities.

See DA4A's milestones here.
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Refurbish or Recycle Your
Electronics? What to Know and
Where to Go
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Chances are, you probably have a
drawer of old smartphones, tablets, or
laptops. Despite the growing digital
divide, it's not unusual for people to own
multiple computing devices and keep
them well past their use. So what should
be done with out-of-use devices that
store everything about us?

Never toss electronics in the garbage.
They contain lethal chemicals that, in
time, will cause immeasurable damage
to the environment, including our water
supply. Instead, take devices to a
refurbisher after doing some research. A
quality refurbisher will never:

e require payment for a device
being surrendered for
refurbishment
lie about certifications or licenses
refuse to answer questions about
their operation, their
refurbishment process, or what
happens to unusable parts

What happens to cracked screens or
batteries that don’t work? The
refurbisher should state in writing that
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Digital Navigators Connect with
Sarasota-Based Device
Refurbisher

Digital Navigators rely not only on their
training to help clients connect to
affordable internet, computers, and
digital skills training, but on the evolving
landscape of device providers to create
new opportunities for clients to adopt
large-screen devices. To bolster

TPF’s Digital Navigators to serve
community members more fully,

the Sarasota Technology Users

Group opened its doors to
representatives from the Digital
Navigator Program for a visit to learn
more about how the small nonprofit
receives computers, repairs them, and
distributes them at no cost to people in

need.

Maribel Martinez Promotes
Digital Access and The
Affordable Connectivity Program
During Solmart Interview

Left: Mercedes Solar, owner of Solmart Media and the
interviewer; Right: Maribel Martinez, Digital Access for
All initiative consultant.

Last month, DA4A team member
Maribel Martinez was a featured guest
on Solmart Media, a Hispanic family-
owned media company committed to
serving our local communities.
Interviewed by Mercedes Soler in

these materials are recycled or
disposed of safely and ethically. You
can also recycle your devices locally
at Urban Recycling.

Please do your part to help close the
device divide, so others who need a
device in our community can obtain one.
Visit the Sarasota Technology Users
Group to donate computers, tablets,
and smartphones that are wiped clean
of your data securely and given free of
charge to people who need them.

Inspiring New Possibilities
through Video Games

Video games have often been
overlooked as a platform for learning,
growth, and career opportunity. While
they offer a jovial and competitive
environment to many users of all ages
around the world, they can also serve
as an educational base for opening
doors to the industry of Esports. For the
second year in a row, FUNducation
hosted "Beyond Gaming," a Suncoast
Remake Learning Days event, in
partnership with Greatness Beyond
Measure at the Alfred R. Goldstein
Library at Ringling College of Art and
Design. During the event, children,
teenagers, families, and community
members gathered to participate in an
Esports Edu event to expose and
engage families and youth in the
community to the opportunities in the
gaming industry. In Michael
Zimmerman's latest blog, learn about
how video games are inspiring lucrative
careers in a growing industry that is
transforming people's lives.
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You’re invited to The
Multicultural Health Institute’s
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Spanish, Maribel had the opportunity to
share information about The Patterson
Foundation (TPF)’'s Digital Access for
All initiative, its Digital Navigator
Program, and promote awareness of
affordable internet opportunities to the
Latino community. Spotlighting

the Affordable Connectivity

Program (ACP), which provides a $30
discount per month toward internet
service for eligible households, Maribel
identified the Suncoast Digital Navigator
Network. Organizations with Digital
Navigators are trained to connect
qualifying people with low-cost internet,
devices, skills, and support. You can
watch her interview conducted in
Spanish here.

We encourage you to share this
interview widely with Spanish-speaking
clients and community members in the
Suncoast. You can learn more about the
ACP and organizations that are part of
the Digital Navigator Network here.

The Patterson Foundation's
National Philanthropy Scan
Workshop #7: Leave No Human
Behind: How are Funders
Closing the GAP in Digital
Literacy

Tiffany Benjamin
Chief Executive Officer
Humana Foundation

Tom Kamber
Founder and Executive Director

Older Adults Technology Services
(OATS)

Digital Literacy is critical to bridging the
digital divide. While we connect people,
organizations, and communities with
access and devices, will they know how
to use these devices in ways that help
them thrive in society? While some
funders have prioritized philanthropic
investment in Digital Literacy, others are
wrestling with where and how to invest.
From Digital Navigator programs to
partnerships with schools, funders are
eager to find ways to effectively improve
digital literacy in the communities they
serve for equal opportunity, economic
competitiveness, and broader societal

Affordable Internet Enrolilment
Event on Thursday, June 29!

GET READY TO
SAVE MONEY!
" June 29,2023 e
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Get ready to save money by reducing
your current internet bill or by signing up
for low-cost broadband! On June 29,
2023, Digital Navigators from The
Multicultural Health Institute (MHI) will
be on hand to meet with community
members for free to examine their
monthly internet subscription bill,
explore low-cost opportunities to sign
up for discounted or free home
broadband, get access to free computer
skills training resources, and even take
home a free computer! Subscribers
could pay $0-$30 a month for high-
speed home internet. This event is an
exciting culmination of MHI's
participation in The Patterson
Foundation’s third cohort of the Digital
Navigator Program. If you want to meet
with an MHI Digital Navigator, call MHI
at 941-225-8198 or

email carecoordination@the-mhi.org to
schedule your 30-minute appointment.

The Patterson Foundation's
National Philanthropy Scan
Workshop #8: What it Means to
Drive Systems Change in Digital
Access

Catalyzing systems change in Digital
Access is no easy task. While we see
large investment in the three essential
elements, connectivity, literacy, and
devices, it is also clear that advocacy
and policy play pivotal roles in shaping
our societal landscape. Funders are
eager to learn how philanthropy can
influence advocacy and policy and how
to operate in these spaces while staying
within their legal limits. Join us for our
eighth and final Funder Workshop of the
series, sharing knowledge and
strategies around how funders invest
and work at the intersection of
advocacy, policy, and Digital
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engagement. Focusing on Access. Join us for a powerful Funder
disadvantaged and older adult to Funder Workshop on Tuesday, June
populations has been a priority for some 27th, 2023, 12:30pm — 1:45pm EST.
funders; this Funder Workshop explored

themes of Digital Literacy with the
following pioneers in the space: Tiffany Register Here
Benjamin, Chief Executive Officer,

Humana Foundation, and Tom Kamber,
Founder and Executive Director, Older
Adults Technology Services (OATS).

Closing The Gap

You can watch the recording here.

The Digital Equity Scorecard -
Present and Future
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,!!"\ The Patterson Foundation (TPF) is

initiating an endeavor to close the ACP
, eligibility and enrollment gap to ensure
o those eligible for ACP are taking
advantage of it. TPF initiatives Digital
Access for All (DA4A). Aspirations to
Actions, and the Suncoast Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading will leverage
resources and human power to find
innovative ways to connect with
community members to generate
awareness and increase ACP
enrollment. Read on to learn more
about how DA4A will leverage its
growing network of digital navigators
that have completed TPF’s Digital
Navigator Program and a new network
of ACP Engagers to enroll eligible
households in the ACP.
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The Digital Access for All initiative has
utilized “Big Tent” conversations to
focus on key topics in collaborative
campfires regarding regional status
related to digital equity and the
workforce. The changing global
economy has pushed the demand for
workers to be connected, have devices,
and learn at least basic skills to be
employed, participate in society fully,
and access essential resources.

The Digital Equity Scorecard shows the
extent to which states are addressing
digital equity. In a past blog, there was
a review of the scorecard to learn ways
states are addressing digital equity and
skills learning. In this blog, we will dive )
deeper into how the scorecard was Reading
developed, its intended uses, and plans
to update the scorecard later in 2023.
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Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn

#DigitalAccessforAll
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