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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

 

Estimated Reading Time: 13 minutes

Digital Access for All goes beyond connectivity alone. It’s about ensuring individuals and
families have the tools, skills, and support needed to participate fully in today’s digital
world — in ways that foster well-being, opportunity, and belonging. Access includes:
affordable, reliable connectivity; appropriate devices; and the digital skills and support
needed to engage confidently in our increasingly digital world. Strengthening digital
access for people of all ages and backgrounds helps ensure that everyone can benefit
from our increasingly online world. 

In this edition, we’re spotlighting how communities across the Suncoast are advancing
digital access, innovation, and lifelong learning through collaboration and shared
opportunity. From DeSoto County’s Economic Development Summit and conversations
around broadband expansion to hands-on technology experiences during Remake
Learning Days, this issue highlights how technology can strengthen connection,
entrepreneurship, and community growth. You’ll read how The Gap team continues to
connect residents to affordable internet, devices, digital navigation, and skills support
throughout the region, while students and families at the 13th AV Community Center help
shape the future of technology programming through direct community input. We also
explore emerging conversations around AI adoption, cybersecurity, and practical tools
designed to help nonprofit and community leaders navigate an evolving digital landscape. 
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Closing the Gap and Strengthening Digital Access Across Our Region By Cheri
Coryea

Since the inception of The Gap in May 2023, The Patterson Foundation (TPF) has created
opportunities to strengthen connections among individuals, families, and communities by
leveraging trained support team members to help close the Digital Divide in our four-
county region through The GAP.

It is hard to believe, but there are still thousands of people in our region who do not have
access to the three essential elements: reliable connectivity to the internet, workable
devices, or the skills needed to advance their education or employment opportunities.
Continue reading how Gap team members have spent 2026 laser-focused on finding and
making connections in geographical areas that struggle with the three essential elements.

Getting the Word Out About Affordable Technology and Skills to DeSoto Families
by Maribel Martinez
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This month, Digital Navigators in DeSoto seized the opportunity to amplify their outreach
to community members during the many Suncoast Remake Learning Days events held
throughout the county. Since digital access was named a top priority by DeSoto residents,
Digital Navigators had flyers on hand at Remake Learning Days events to tell others about
the assistance they could provide with affordable internet, devices, and digital skills
training. 

Do you pay too much for the internet? Are you unhappy with your service? Does everyone
in your household who needs a computer have one? Could you use some help with the
internet or computers? Read on to find out where you can obtain free help and support in
DeSoto for all your digital access needs.

Participate in the Digital Access for All (DA4A) Conversation! 

We’ve created the Digital Access for All (DA4A) LinkedIn Group as a community for those
expanding digital access across the Suncoast and beyond to connect, learn about
emerging innovations, and share real-world experience. Join the Group and the
conversation! 

Question:
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Hearing Directly from Students and Families About Technology Needs at 13th AV
by Ericia Henry and Cheri Coryea

Since November 2025, we've been sharing the journey from the Digital Access for All
initiative with the 13th AV Community Center in Bradenton with all of you. The goal of the
project is to enhance the offerings and access at the Center's Computer Lab at 922 24th
Street East, Bradenton, Florida. This effort is designed to encourage and welcome the
community around the Center to utilize the Computer Lab for adult technology
programming and skill development in the neighborhood, as well as students.
In April, the DA4A team aligned with Suncoast Remake Learning Days events at the
Center. Five different classes and a total of 80 children exchanged information with the
DA4A team about their knowledge of the internet, the types of equipment they have at
home, and programs they would like to see offered at the Computer Lab. Continue
reading about TPF's continued commitment to listening and learning first here.

Links to Success: Strengthening Student Success by Clara Alvarez

On April 15, 2026, Links to Success cut the ribbon on their new Family Empowerment
Center in Arcadia, Florida. Located within the Center is a small but very important area
dedicated to technology access for youth and families that visit the Center. Laptop
computer stations are available for tutoring, homework completion, job search, research
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reports, and connecting with others. Ashly Coone, Links to Success Co-founder, hopes to
expand services for technology as use of the Center grows.

Technology has become extremely important to families that are working to grow their
students’ knowledge and efforts toward college or technical school enrollment. At the Links
to Success Technology Hub, students will have the opportunity to review courses,
consider careers and areas of interest, and use the Hub's equipment for research,
homework, and reading reports related to their areas of interest. Staff at the Center help
guide students to information and resources that they can learn and grow from.

Also, at the ribbon-cutting ceremony, Brian Madriz, a former Links to Success student,
shared his inspiring educational and career journey. Brian earned his Associate in Arts
degree and high school diploma in 2022, followed by a Bachelor’s degree in Medical
Biology from the University of South Florida in 2024. He continued his education at the
University of Florida, where he completed his Master’s degree in Medical Physiology and
Pharmacology in December 2025.

Currently, Brian works full-time as an Endoscopy Technician at Fawcett Memorial Hospital
while preparing to apply to medical school with the goal of becoming a surgeon and
making a meaningful impact on people’s lives. He credits Links to Success for helping
guide his path by providing career direction, academic support, access to technology, and
encouragement along the way. Brian shared that the program was always there to support
him, helping him stay on track and pursue his goals with confidence.

DeSoto County Economic
Development Summit Highlights
How Technology Is Helping Shape
DeSoto County’s Future by Cheri
Coryea

DeSoto County Economic
Development Manager Sondra
Guffey and her team hosted their
annual Economic Development
Summit in March. Attended by over
60 participants and vendor
representatives, the Summit focused
on the efforts underway to advance
entrepreneurship in DeSoto County,
advancements in technology, and
updates on new development
planned for the future.

The Patterson Foundation's Digital
Access for All team provided
important information on digital

SCF Ignite Discovery Expo

Technology is no longer just a part of
daily life; it’s a powerful tool for how
children learn, create, and prepare
for the future. Skills like coding,
robotics, and digital design go
beyond “tech knowledge”; they build
creativity, critical thinking, and
problem-solving abilities that benefit
kids in any path they choose. When
families learn these skills together, it
strengthens confidence and turns
learning into a shared, meaningful
experience.

That spirit was on full display during
Suncoast Remake Learning Days at
the SCF Ignite Discovery Expo, held
April 22, 2026, at the State College of
Florida’s Advanced Technology
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access and digital navigator
opportunities for businesses and
residents throughout the community.
Arcadia City Manager Beth Carsten
provided important updates on road
construction projects that have
impacted internet connectivity for
local businesses and residents. She
shared updates on projected
completion dates for the fiber
network advancements and planning
efforts for continued progress within
the City of Arcadia.

Continue reading to hear presenter
Peter Justen, Founder & CEO of
AmeriTrust Solutions, share an
example of how technology can
improve outdated systems.

Center. The free, open-house event
welcomed families, students, and
educators to explore hands-on
activities, including coding, drones,
robotics, 3D printing, and make-and-
take fabrication tools. 

With support from SCF departments
and community partners, the space
was filled with energy as participants
didn’t just observe, they built,
experimented, and created together.
Parents worked side by side with
their children, asking questions and
trying new tools, while SCF students
and faculty guided the experience. As
one attendee, Becky, shared, “I came
for my child, but I ended up learning
just as much, and we had a blast
together!” Events like this show that
when learning is interactive and
shared, it not only prepares children
for the future, but it also brings
families closer along the way.

Beyond The Suncoast 

Key Articles:
1. Ransomware is now less about malware and more about impersonation: Read this
article to understand how today’s biggest cybersecurity threats are shifting from technical
systems to human behavior and what that means for protecting yourself and your
community in an increasingly digital world (4-minute read).﻿

2. Where Senior Leaders Are Struggling with AI Adoption, According to Research: Read
this article to explore why the biggest challenge in AI adoption isn’t the technology itself,
but how people understand, trust, and adapt to it, and what that means for leaders
working to build resilient, future-ready organizations (7-minute read).﻿

3. Where Does Your Foundation Stand on AI? Introducing the AI Journey Map for
Philanthropy: Read this article to understand how foundations can move from reacting to
AI to leading with intention using a clear framework to build capacity, support grantees,
and shape the future of the sector (6-minute read).

Tools:
1. AI For Nonprofits’ AI Cheat Sheet for Nonprofits: Master how to craft the perfect
prompts to get the most out of ChatGPT & LLMs for your mission-driven organization.

2. NTC’s Ethical AI for Fundraisers Toolkit: This is your everyday operational standard for
using AI tools securely.

3. Tools for Solidarity — a growing collection of practical tools designed to support social
impact professionals, nonprofit workers, grassroots fundraisers, community organizers,
and advocates. Each resource is built with care to help you navigate the complexities of
raising money, building power, and advancing justice. All downloads are free and made
with communities in mind, not corporations.
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4. MentiMeter: Get everyone participating in meetings, classes, or trainings. With tools
built for interaction and enhanced by AI, you’ll spark engagement and turn live insights into
action.

 

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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