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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

Transforming the Digital Access Landscape for Older Americans
with Tom Kamber, by Andrew Spector

Tom Kamber, Founder and Executive Director of Older Adults Technology Services
(OATS), has developed a way of knowing what older adults need when it comes to
technology. After years of service in the technology world, Tom experienced a unique
encounter with a very tenacious senior. Through their relationship, he learned meaningful
ways of adding quality of life experiences for older Americans in connectivity, devices, and
skills training. As an affiliate of AARP, OATS developed Senior Planet sites that serve as
community centers for thousands of seniors across the country. 

We’re thrilled to share the second of three podcasts recorded following Suncoast Connect
in March, Transforming the Digital Access Landscape for Older Americans with Tom
Kamber. In the podcast, Tom shares the story of the foundation, evolution of OATS, and
Senior Planet since the early 2000s.

Listen here and watch here (58 minutes). 

Suncoast Connect Presentation Spotlight
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Tom Kamber on Transforming Digital Access for Older Americans

Digital access for older adults is challenging, but Older Adults Technology Services
(OATS), founded in 2004 and connected with AARP as a charitable affiliate in 2021,
shares its award-winning social impact technology platform. Senior Planet and its centers
have helped more than half a million older adults annually with tech skills, social
engagement, financial security, civic participation, health, wellness, and creative
expression. This session from the 2025 DA4A Symposium, Suncoast Connect: Innovating
and Thriving in the Digital Age, is presented by Tom Kamber, Founder and Executive
Director of OATS.

National Aging Conference
in Orlando by Cheri Coryea

The Digital Access for All (DA4A)
initiative lead, Cheri Coryea, joined
Tom Kamber, Executive Director of
Older Americans and Technology
(OATS), as he facilitated a panel on
the AgeTech Stage at the 2025
American Society on Aging (ASA)

Celebrate National Day of
Technology with

Digital Access for All

In honor of National Day of
Technology on May 11, The
Patterson Foundation’s DA4A
initiative invites the community to join
a conversation about the digital
divide. Through the DA4A LinkedIn
Discussion Group, participants are
encouraged to share a post by May
31 that connects people around
virtual trends, highlights gaps in
digital access, or sparks meaningful
dialogue.

Not sure what to post? You can
share an article, ask a question about

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/13103370/
https://youtu.be/ykD50eCkH3o?si=_RFsE9dV-9Ss0TSy


Conference. The conference took
place on April 21-24 in Orlando,
Florida, at the Hyatt Regency. ASA
was established in 1954 and has
become the largest and most diverse
community of professionals working
in aging in America. Joining Cheri on
the panel were John Feather, Interim
President/CEO of the Archstone
Foundation, and Lindsay Goldman,
CEO of Grant Makers in Aging, both
with extensive backgrounds in aging
services. Read Cheri’s full blog here. 

Suncoast Remake Learning
Days & Technology

Suncoast Remake Learning Days
(SRLD), the 15-day celebration of
creativity, exploration, and family-
friendly learning presented by the
Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level
Reading, recently wrapped up its
fourth year. It featured nearly 400
free, interactive events across
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties designed to spark
curiosity and foster shared discovery
among youth of all ages and their
families. This month and next, we’re
highlighting events related to the
Technology learning theme! 

– STEAM Fest 2025: Children
unleashed their inner innovators with
hands-on activities, engaging
challenges, and interactive exhibits.
They played and explored the
wonders of science, technology,
engineering, art, and math at
Homeschool STEAM’s 2nd annual
STEAM FEST, part of Suncoast
Remake Learning Days 2025! This
family-friendly event is perfect for
kids of all ages! They engaged in
hands-on activities, discovered

digital equity, spotlight a local effort,
or tell a personal story about
overcoming digital barriers. To
complete your participation, engage
with at least two other posts by
leaving thoughtful comments or
offering insights. As a thank you,
those who participate will be entered
into the spinner wheel for a chance to
win a $100 Pay-It-Forward donation
to The Giving Partner organization of
their choice. Together, we can
strengthen digital access for all.
Complete the participation form here.

The Future of Digital Access
Starts With Us
By Marla Smith

In the modern world, digital access is
not a luxury. It's a basic human right.
Technology shapes how we learn,
work, communicate, and grow. But
for millions around the globe, barriers
still stand in the way with lack of
devices, poor internet infrastructure,
limited digital literacy, and social
and/or economic inequalities.
Creating a world where digital access
is available to all starts with a shift in
mindset. It is not just about giving
people tools; it's about building a
welcoming environment. Continue
reading Marla's blog here to learn
more.

Office of Broadband
Updates by Maribel

Martinez

TPF Consultant Maribel Martinez, a
key Digital Navigator Program team
member, meets with the Florida
Office of Broadband director and staff
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creative projects, and drove Sphero
robots! 

– Fun-With-Tech Bradenton: The
SCF Advanced Technology Center
hosted a three-hour Fun-With-Tech
event! Students and their families
explored robotics, drones, basic
circuitry, and virtual reality at
interactive technology stations.
Participants received a printed
passport to document their fun and
learning at various technology
stations. 

– Learn to Build Chat Bots (A
Zoom Class): Growversity Solutions
hosted an engaging virtual session
on mental health and communication.
Families worked together to learn the
basics of chatbot creation. From
designing responses to exploring
real-world applications, this hands-on
session made learning about AI fun
and approachable for all ages. 

– Lyndsey Smith, consultant with
The Patterson Foundation shared,
“Families explored how to use
ChatGPT to plan a family vacation,
invent a mythical creature, and even
design a brand-new superhero. It was
amazing to see families working
together and having fun while
learning about AI and internet safety.
What stood out most was how the
session went beyond just technology.
Through discussions, families
explored emotional intelligence,
practiced communication, and
discovered how AI tools can support
mental wellness and connection. It
was a great reminder of how powerful
it can be across generations.”

each month to learn about important
updates related to broadband funding
and activities. This month's recap is
replete with information about vital
infrastructure, funding, and activities
to support broadband adoption, such
as devices and technology skills
training and late-breaking news from
the White House.

– The BEAD (Broadband Equity
Access and Deployment Program)
Challenge Process is final and has
been approved by the NTIA. Results
and maps are available here, but
comments are welcome. Residents
are urged to verify their address to
ensure their location is meeting the
100/20 (download/upload) minimum
speed standards.

– The Florida Department of
Education has signed off on a fiber
technician curriculum developed by
Mastec and Miami-Dade College.
BEAD-funded fiber technician
certification opportunities are
expected soon.

– FloridaCommerce launched a major
initiative to attract and train the
workforce needed to upgrade the
state's communications networks and
expand broadband access for all
Floridians through government,
nonprofit, and community anchor
institutions.

– The Digital Equity Act has been
deemed "unconstitutional," The
Digital Equity Act was passed in 2021
with bipartisan support to provide
funding for states, territories, and
Native Entities to plan and implement
broadband infrastructure and
adoption activities, as well as fund
grants for broadband adoption
projects such as computer training,
and more. Both BEAD and the DEA
are separate but distinct parts of the
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act (IIJA) passed in 2021. 

Beyond The Suncoast
Check Out The Latest News in the Digital Access Space
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National Digital Inclusion Alliance (NDIA) – Five Key Takeaways from Successful Digital
Navigator Programs

Benton Institute – Investing in the Human Infrastructure of Broadband

The National Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) – 5 Things
States, ISPs, and Construction Firms Can Be Doing Now

Pew Charitable Trust – Broadband Expansion May Hinge on States' Processes for
Attaching Lines to Utility Poles

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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