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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.

 

BEAD - Another Step
Forward: State Digital
Equity Capacity Grant

Program

Over the past several months, The
Digital Access for All (DA4A) team
has connected with the Florida
Commerce Broadband Office to learn
how the Bipartisan Infrastructure
Law has been evolving across the
country and in Florida. In my recent
blog, Florida Moves BEAD Initial
Proposal Forward, the BEAD initial
proposal (Volumes 1 and
2) submitted to the National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA), which
emphasized funding for infrastructure
and workforce education, was
summarized. This blog is a summary
of the NTIA’s recently released
Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFO) for the State Digital Equity
Capacity Grant Program. This
program will make funds available to
put the State Digital Equity Plans into
action. 

Digital Navigator Spotlight: 
Daisy Barreto, Goodwill
Industries of Southwest

Florida

My career at Goodwill Industries of
Southwest Florida began in 2020 as
a community resource coordinator
assistant. The opportunity to train as
a Digital Navigator came in 2021 after
I was promoted to community
resource coordinator. It was an
exciting way to expand my abilities
and better assist our clients. What I
learned allowed me to offer more
tailored guidance and support in
utilizing digital tools and resources
effectively. 

My most recent growth opportunity
was earning a free cybersecurity
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Read the full blog here.

Beyond The Blog Podcast:
Digital Access for All with

Cheri Coryea

In this podcast, Cheri Coryea,
interviewed by Alexa Carr, provides a
brief overview of The Patterson
Foundation’s Digital Access for All
(DA4A) initiative. This podcast
touches on the three essential
elements of digital access:
connectivity, devices, and skills and
support training. It also shares ways
listeners can learn and become more
engaged with the DA4A initiative.

Listen or watch the podcast here.

ACP Update  

In a letter to congressional leaders,
FCC Chairwoman Jessica
Rosenworcel again urged immediate
action before the Affordable
Connectivity Program (ACP) ends
and participating households can no
longer receive the ACP benefit. If
Congress does not provide additional
funding, April is the last month the full
ACP benefit will be provided, and in
May, households will see changes in
their bill. Chairwoman Rosenworcel’s
letter highlighted that the end of the
ACP would have broad
consequences nationwide,
including a special impact on senior
citizens, veterans, school children,
and residents of rural and Tribal
communities. Learn more about
ACP here. 

For questions about your ACP

badge online, which changed my
understanding of online safety. This
knowledge translates into more
robust security measures, helping me
protect Goodwill’s clients, the
organization, and myself against
potential threats. Essentially, the
course enabled me to navigate the
digital landscape with greater
confidence.

My hope for digital inclusion is for
everyone to access the resources,
skills, and opportunities afforded by
the digital world so everyone can
connect, innovate, and thrive
regardless of their circumstances. 

Digital Navigators Train in
Cybersecurity
By Maribel MartinezBy Maribel
Martinez

One of the important aspects of
digital navigation training is learning
about internet safety and security,
and this month Digital Navigators had
the opportunity to obtain next-level
professional development in
cybersecurity to keep themselves,
their clients, and their organizations
safer and more secure. As such, on
May 3, 2024, 11 Digital Navigators
from FUNducation and Goodwill
Industries of Southwest
Florida gathered to earn their
Introduction to Cybersecurity badges
from Cisco in a supportive session
designed to help reticent
learners successfully complete the
free, on-demand course.

Continue reading here. 
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status, call the ACP Support
Center at (877) 384-2575 or email
ACPSupport@usac.org.

 
Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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