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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

 

Estimated Reading Time: 10 minutes

Digital Access for All goes beyond connectivity alone. It’s about ensuring individuals and
families have the tools, skills, and support needed to participate fully in today’s digital
world — in ways that foster well-being, opportunity, and belonging. Access includes:
affordable, reliable connectivity, appropriate devices, and the digital skills and support
needed to engage confidently in our increasingly digital world. Strengthening digital
access for people of all ages and backgrounds helps ensure that everyone can benefit
from our increasingly online world. 

In this edition, we’re spotlighting how digital access continues to evolve at the
intersection of technology, community, and opportunity, from building AI literacy and
workforce skills to strengthening local connections through Digital Navigation in DeSoto
County. We highlight family-centered learning experiences while also exploring broader
trends shaping access, including rising technology costs and the growing role of human-
centered AI. Together, these stories reflect how communities are connecting, learning, and
adapting to ensure everyone can participate in an increasingly digital world.
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On AI Literacy Day, the National Digital Inclusion Alliance spotlights AI and
Workforce Development Skills

We encourage you to review the recording and resources from the webinar, “AI Literacy
Day Spotlight on AI and Workforce Development Skills,” held on March 27, 2026, as part
of National AI Literacy Day. The webinar highlighted key insights from the National Digital
Inclusion Alliance’s ongoing work at the intersection of AI and digital inclusion, with
emerging findings from programs piloting the integration of AI into digital skills instruction. 

The session also featured a compelling case study from SOAR, where Ashley Smith,
Digital Navigator Manager, shared how their team is incorporating AI tools into training to
support workforce development efforts in Appalachian Kentucky. Erika M. Smith, U.S. AI
Skills Lead at Microsoft, introduced Microsoft Elevate—a free resource designed to help
both organizational staff and community members build foundational AI knowledge and
apply it in practical, real-world contexts.

View the webinar recording and resources shared!

The Patterson Foundation’s AI Exploration by Andrew Spector

The Patterson Foundation continues to explore AI, most recently bringing in consultants to
facilitate an AI training at our annual staff and consultant retreat. In this blog, Andrew
Spector, Senior Fellow at TPF, shares how people can become more discerning AI users.
He recommends 1) Try multiple AI tools for the same task, 2) Follow AI news, and 3) Ask
yourself: Is it making you better?

Mark your calendars: The Florida Broadband Summit 2026 Takes Place on
Tuesday, September 14, to Wednesday, September 16

Florida Commerce Office of Broadband will once again host the Florida Broadband
Summit 2026 in Orlando, Florida. This Summit, in its fourth year, works toward closing the
digital divide in Florida and focuses on connecting small and rural communities. The goal
is to provide greater access to education, employment, healthcare, economic growth, and
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personal prosperity. Florida is continuing to expand broadband access through further
infrastructure investments made by the Governor’s office. Save September 14 – 16 and
gather with others who are working in communities and with people who can benefit from
expanding their access to broadband. More details on the location and agenda will be
forthcoming.  

Connect with the Digital Access for All (DA4A) Community on LinkedIn

If you care about digital access, inclusion, and community connection, you don’t have to
work in isolation. DA4A LinkedIn Group is growing, and we’d love your voice in the
conversation. Join the discussion group here.

Digital Navigation Takes Shape in
DeSoto

By Maribel Martinez

Community work is hard and joyful.
When a crucial goal like broadband
and device adoption is layered on,
the work becomes much more
nuanced and twice as rewarding.
Read on to learn about how the
fourth cohort of Digital Navigators is
shaping community engagement in
DeSoto County.

Suncoast Remake Learning Days
Are Here!

Strengthening Families Through
Creativity, Learning, and Nature

By Ericia Henry

The 13th Ave Dream Center will
participate in a two-day Suncoat
Remake Learning Days event hosted
on-site, offering engaging, family-
centered experiences that inspire
creativity and hands-on learning.

On day one, families are invited to
take part in a meaningful Dream
Walk experience. Participants will
walk along a guided path designed to
encourage reflection, imagination,
and conversation about their hopes,
goals, and future possibilities. The
experience will conclude with a
collaborative mural project, where
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Highlight Video - Suncoast Remake
Learning Days 2025 by Bill Wagy

Suncoast Remake Learning Days is
back for its 5th year, and it's bigger
than ever! From April 18 – May 2,
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties will be filled with
FREE hands-on learning adventures
for children and the adults in their
lives.

﻿Think technology is just for screens?
Think again! This year, dive into 13
tech-themed events where families
can build robots, experiment with 3D
printing, and master the basics of
coding. With 380 events in total,
there is something for every age and
interest!

Get ready to explore, create, and
discover together. Download the app
(search SRLD 2026) on Google Play
or Apple, or access the event PDF
here.

families will use paint and other
creative materials to design a shared
piece of art on a designated wall and
sidewalk. This activity celebrates
creativity, strengthens family
connections, and allows participants
to visually represent their aspirations
in a lasting and colorful way.

On day two, students and parents will
follow a path leading to a hands-on
learning space focused on gardening
and nature. Along the way,
participants will engage with their
environment before taking part in an
interactive experience centered on
plant life, growth, and sustainability.
Families will learn basic gardening
skills and plant something to take
home, encouraging continued
learning and responsibility beyond
the event. This experience promotes
outdoor exploration, healthy habits,
and a deeper connection to nature.

Building on the existing partnership
between the DA4A initiative and the
13th Ave Dream Center, this event
also serves as an opportunity to
deepen relationships with students
and families. Throughout both days,
our team will be present, tabling,
sharing resources, and building
meaningful community connections.

Beyond The Suncoast 

1. Mark Your Calendars for Net Inclusion 2027: Join the National Digital Inclusive Alliance
in Columbus, OH, February 23-25, 2027, for the opportunity to gain digital equity insights,
ignite change, and amplify your impact in the digital inclusion movement. Registration
opens June 1.

2.Global Memory Shortage Crisis: Market Analysis and the Potential Impact on the
Smartphone and PC Markets in 2026: Rising demand for AI is driving up the cost and
limiting the availability of everyday tech like smartphones and computers. This article
breaks down what’s happening and why it matters for device access, affordability, and
digital inclusion in our communities.

3. As AI Eats Up The World’s Chips, Memory Prices Take The Hit: New laptops and
everyday devices may cost more—and offer less—because memory prices are rapidly
rising as manufacturers prioritize AI technology. This article explains what’s driving the
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shift and how it could impact what you buy, how long you keep devices, and overall
access to affordable tech.

4. Human-Centered Intelligence: Identic AI is 2026, Trend Worth Watching in Research
Grantmaking: AI is shifting from a tool to a personal, human-centered partner that can
support decisions, learning, and everyday work. This article explores what that means for
how we design technology and why keeping people, values, and trust at the center
matters more than ever.

One Day can Change Everything

Next week, from noon on Wednesday, April 15, to noon on Thursday, April 16, our
community will come together to support nearly 700 local nonprofits across Sarasota,
Manatee, Charlotte, and DeSoto counties. Since 2012, this event has fueled over $92
million in funding. This is a day for everyone to be a philanthropist, helping organizations
grow, connect, and make a lasting impact. Whether you’re a long-time donor or giving for
the first time, your participation is what makes this region so special. Join us for a
whirlwind 24 hours of local love and support.

It is not too late to check out the pre-recorded trainings to boost your campaign strategies
and set your nonprofit up for success! Learn more here: Giving Challenge Trainings.

In celebration of the 10th iteration of the Giving Challenge, The Patterson
Foundation will strengthen giving during the 2026 Giving Challenge with a
1:1 match on all unique donations between $25 and $100 per donor, per
nonprofit organization — with no cap on the number of individual matches
from unique donors a nonprofit organization can receive. 

 

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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