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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support.
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Digital Access for All goes beyond connectivity alone. It's about ensuring individuals and
families have the tools, skills, and support needed to participate fully in today’s digital
world — in ways that foster well-being, opportunity, and belonging. Access includes:
affordable, reliable connectivity, appropriate devices, and the digital skills and support
needed to engage confidently in our increasingly digital world. Strengthening digital
access for people of all ages and backgrounds helps ensure that everyone can benefit
from our increasingly online world.

In this edition, we're spotlighting the many ways digital access efforts continue evolving
across our region through connection, collaboration, learning, and innovation. We're
highlighting opportunities to strengthen engagement across the digital access ecosystem,
reflections and recaps from key gatherings and convenings shaping digital inclusion
conversations locally and nationally, and lastly, important statewide and forward-looking
developments.
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Announcing Our First DA4A Spinner Wheel Winners!

Earlier this year, Digital Access for All (DA4A) introduced a new and playful way to engage
with the DA4A Newsletter, strengthening connections across the digital access ecosystem
in Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties and beyond. In each edition of the
DA4A Newsletter, you may notice a hidden Wi-Fi symbol tucked somewhere within the
issue. When discovered and clicked, it leads to a brief form inviting participants to share
the work they or others are doing to expand digital access and connectivity in their
communities.

We’'re excited to announce that our first two winners have officially been selected from the
DAA4A Spinner Wheel: Margie Genter with Goodwill Manasota and Michael Hutchinson
with Sarasota Technology Users Group (STUG). Both have received a $100 Pay-It-
Forward (PIF) award and have chosen an organization to give it to on The Giving_Partner.
Keep exploring future newsletters! You never know where the next hidden Wi-Fi symbol
might appear.

Join DA4A LinkedIn Group
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We’'re curious! What does meaningful digital access look like in your community right
now? Bruce Clark, CDE Center for Digital Equity, shares his success and how it is
impacting others. Join the DA4A LinkedIn Group to share your perspective and learn from
others working across the Suncoast and beyond.

13th AV February Update
By Ericia Henry

With TPF’s continued commitment to listening and learning first, we developed a survey to
gather meaningful input from community members within our partner organizations. As
part of the survey, we asked participants if they would be interested in a follow-up
conversation to dive deeper and better understand community members' needs and
desires. TPF consultant Lyndsey Smith and | had the opportunity to hold meaningful
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conversations with partners. Our next steps include continuing to gather survey responses
and collecting data to inform and guide our future efforts.

The Device Drive’s Final Numbers Are In
By Marla Smith and Cheri Coryea

The 2025 Device Donation Drive has concluded with
amazing results. Our goal of collecting 1,000 gently
used devices exceeded our expectations, and our team
collected 1,077 devices from individuals, educators, and
businesses, with an additional 233 devices donated
through our relationship with Goodwill Manasota. The
success of this drive is attributed to efforts to expand
our network of potential donors and to the realization by
people across all our sectors that many still lack a
workable device and access to resources. Continue
reading_ Marla’s blog_on how the device drive has
evolved and how it's expanding_connections for those in
our four-county region of Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee,
and Sarasota Counties.

From Sign-Up to Success: Why New Technology Streamlines
Digital Readiness Matters in the Legal Aid of Manasota’s Impact
2026 Giving Challenge By William G. And Marie Selby
By Alicia Exantus Foundation
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The 2026 Giving_Challenge is a fully 30 Years of
digital fundraising event that requires Access to

nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations to

be technologically prepared at every Justice
stage — from creating and submitting
their online profile to promoting their
mission and encouraging donations
during the 24-hour giving period.
Success begins with attending virtual
trainings offered through the Fueling
Dynamic Fundraising initiative, in
partnership with the Community
Foundation of Sarasota County,
which provided a three-part series
led by consultants from The
Patterson Foundation to strengthen
planning, communication, and
execution. Both nonprofits and
donors rely entirely on digital access,
as supporters use online search to

Since 1990, Legal Aid of Manasota
has provided veterans, seniors,
families, and vulnerable residents of
our community with free, trusted legal
service in civil matters, including
housing, family law, domestic
violence, consumer issues, and
more.

With a $20,700 grant from the Selby
Foundation, Legal Aid has completed
its implementation of the Legal
Server Case Management system,
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explore organizations and make
informed decisions, underscoring the
importance of strong digital readiness
for success. Continue reading_to
learn why digital access and digital
readiness are essential to
successfully navigating_and
maximizing_impact in the Giving
Challenge.

allowing it to streamline access to
justice for clients, improve staff
efficiency, and more easily increase
the number of pro bono volunteers.
The technology allows for text
messaging with clients, new online
features and integration, and more
ease in processing requests and
case data. Read more about the
Selbly Foundation in the latest
newsletter here.

Suncoast Remake Learning Days Features Technology

Highlight Video - Suncoast Remake Learning Days 2025 by Bill Wagy

Technology helps bring Suncoast Remake Learning Days to life by giving children and
families hands-on ways to explore the digital world through coding, robotics, and circuitry.
During the 2025 festival, more than 45,900 kids and their grown-ups learned together
through 378 free events hosted by 265 partners across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and
Sarasota counties, made possible by the generosity of The Patterson Foundation.

Now in its fifth year, this growing global learning movement has reached
more than 117,000 locally since 2022, helping strengthen family
connections and inspire lifelong learning. Suncoast Remake Learning Days
returns April 18—-May 2, 2026, continuing to create opportunities where

technology and hands-on experiences spark curiosity and confidence in
learners of all ages. Click HERE for more information.

What We’re Seeing Across the Digital Access Ecosystems
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One of the hidden Wi-Fi symbol prompts asks people to share what's taking shape in their
communities around digital access. Your responses are helping us surface patterns,
partnerships, and possibilities across our four-county region and beyond. In each
newsletter, we'll spotlight a few themes emerging from what people are sharing with us.
This month, we're focusing on which digital access approaches or strategies are gaining
momentum right now.

e "Offering free classes on hot topics, such as Al and online safety, are becoming
more popular and attracting attention. IBT Group has hired someone to address
digital literacy. This is a grant-funded position. We have been pleased to have
partners with a local church, the library, and the county-owned Turner Center. We
are working to expand our reach by attracting more partners. Our challenge is
spreading the word to the key communities. "— Sondra Guffey, DeSoto County
Economic Development.

"One approach that seems to be gaining momentum around digital access is digital
support for seniors, not only for in-the-moment needs, but also for connectedness

training. Learning supported with real-time practice is helping seniors become more
independent in gaining digital access and maintaining that connectedness! We like

the approach of a lecture paired with a workshop afterward.” — Angela Hemstreet,
Goodwill Industries Southwest Florida, Inc.

"STUG is the best example and one that motivates me to be helpful in a way | had
not thought possible. | would never have given a computer or mobile device away

for fear of my personal info being vulnerable. STUG provides a valuable method to
obviate that concern, repurpose devices, and provide those devices to people who
need them." — Victoria Finley, The Patterson Foundation

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn

#DigitalAccessforAll
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