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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.
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In celebration of the fifth year of the Digital Access for All (DA4A) initiative, The Patterson
Foundation hosted a Digital Access for All Symposium, Suncoast Connect: Innovating and
Thriving in the Digital Age, on Tuesday, March 11, and Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at
The Ora in Sarasota, Florida.

On Tuesday, attendees joined us for dinner paired with an informative and entertaining
presentation by Luke Bencie, Managing Director of Security Management International,
LLC. Attendees enjoyed Luke’s insights on cybersecurity, espionage, and digital
vulnerabilities and appreciated the opportunity to get Luke’s book and get it signed! His
keynote increased awareness of online safety, cyber threats while traveling, and the
importance of digital security.

On Wednesday, attendees joined us for an all-day symposium with keynote presentations,
breakout sessions, and innovative learning opportunities on the three essential elements
of digital access: connectivity, devices, and skills training and support. Read a recap of
the main ballroom presentations here or breakout room presentations here. With
more than 230 attendees on both days, the Suncoast Connect Symposium was highly
successful, with participants appreciating its educational content, networking opportunities,
and Al-focused discussions.

Whether you could join us for one day or both days or not, we hope you take a few
minutes to explore this month’s newsletter focused on the various aspects of this
memorable event!

Pictures Worth a Seeing the Future at DA4A’s
Thousand Words Suncoast Connect
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Take a glimpse at the various photos
captured by Dale Smith during Day
One and Day Two of Suncoast
Connect! Plus, don’t miss the playful
moments in front of the step and
repeat, you might just spot yourself!

Symposium by
Sandra Vega-Picchietti
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What do you do when you catch a
glimpse of the future? At the
Suncoast Connect Symposium,
attendees explored the evolving
digital landscape, learned about Al's
growing influence, and discovered
essential cybersecurity insights. The
experience was eye-opening—
revealing both the opportunities and
risks that come with an increasingly
connected world. Sandra walked
away ready to tackle Al with new
resources in her toolkit, and a new
fearless attitude and purpose...ready
to share her cookies with others.

Read Sandra's blog. which shares
key takeaways from the importance
of digital access for all to the powerful
role of Digital Navigators in preparing
communities for tomorrow’s
workforce.

Join The DA4A LinkedIn Discussion Group

Join The Patterson Foundation's Diqgital Access for All Linkedln group to connect, share

insights, and stay informed about efforts to expand digital inclusion.

This group fosters a collaborative community dedicated to increasing knowledge and skills
for individuals and organizations working to enhance digital access across the Suncoast
and beyond. This LinkedIn group provides an ongoing space for conversation and
connection—allowing our community to grow and engage asynchronously.

Breakout Sessions at
Suncoast Connect: Driving
Innovation, Digital
Inclusion, and Community
Empowerment
By Alicia Exantus
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Connecting, Collaborating,
and Conversing at Suncoast
Connect 2025
By Kiarra Louis

As someone having the privilege of
being part of TPF’s Digital Access for
All initiative shortly after inception, it
was a joy for Kiarra to see five years
of work culminate and be celebrated
at Suncoast Connect: Innovating and
Thriving in the Digital Age on March
11th and 12th. What was shared?
What was learned?

Read more to glimpse highlights from
the main ballroom on Wednesday,
March 12th, 2025.

Digital Access &
Opportunity for the Selby
Foundation, Local
Nonprofits

By The Selby Foundation
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Grants Manager Elizabeth Power and
President/CEO Susie Bowie attended
the Suncoast Connect Symposium,
showcasing significant
advancements in digital access.

Read their four takeaways and
related questions from the
Symposium that either cemented or
broadened the Selby Foundation’s
understanding of technology funding
here.

Exhibitor at the
Suncoast Connect
Symposium

One of the most exciting aspects of
Suncoast Connect was the small
group breakout sessions, where
experts in various fields shared their
knowledge, discussed pressing
challenges, and presented innovative
solutions.

Read Alicia’s blog to get a brief
overview of each session and the
thought-provoking topics addressed
by the presenters.

Building Bridges in the
Digital Age: Insights from

the DA4A Symposium
By Lyndsey Smith

One of the highlights of Day Two of
Suncoast Connect was the resource
fair, where eleven exhibitors
showcased their contributions to
advancing digital access. These
exhibitors provided invaluable
insights into essential elements such
as connectivity, devices, and skills
training and support, ensuring
attendees had the tools and
knowledge necessary to bridge digital
divides in their communities. During
the resource fair, Lyndsey had the
opportunity to meet Gretchen
Stearns, a student at the University of
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By Anthony Gagliano

CareerSource
.- SUNCOAST

As the buzz of conversation filled The
Ora, Anthony Gagliano was deep in
discussion at the CareerSource
Suncoast exhibit, connecting with
attendees and taking in the event's
energy. Earlier at the Symposium,
CareerSource Suncoast President
and CEO Joshua Matlock delivered
his keynote on Al's Ambivalent
Advantage. Then came a question
that struck a nerve: "Who is taking
the lead on Al's growing influence in
our workforce?" TPF Fellow Andrew
Spector had posed it, igniting a
conversation about which industries
and occupations would feel Al's
effects first.

Read insights and how CareerSource
Suncoast is preparing our workforce
for the Al era.

South Florida (USF) who is in her
final semester earning a Master of
Science in Intelligence Studies.
Gretchen said this symposium was a
first-of-its-kind experience, and she
expressed her excitement about
making meaningful connections
within her community. With her sights
set on a cyber threat intelligence
analyst career, she hopes the
connections she made at Suncoast
Connect could play a role in her
future.

Learn how Suncoast Connect was a

launchpad for collaboration,

innovation, and professional growth.

Up Next In This Room...

THE GALLERY
BREAKOUT1 | 10:15 - 10:45 am

Digital Inclusion, a Cross-Sector Network

Moderator: Dr. Laurey Stryker
Presenter: Veatrice Farrell

Older People at The Suncoast Connect Symposium by Joni Hansen

One thing that stood out to Joni Hansen at Suncoast Connect was the generational
difference between those attending and those presenting. Many of the vendors,
presenters, and exhibitors seemed to be younger professionals, while a large number of
the attendees, especially those actively participating in the symposium and dining events,

were older adults.

Continue reading to hear her takeaways.

THE BLOG ¥

Suncoast Connect Podcast
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Inspiring Philanthropy at
Suncoast Connect

Since 2010, TPF has demonstrated
the power of philanthropy and
inspired thousands of people to
become philanthropists through
various opportunities, one being the
Pay It Forward (PIF) Awards. The
Suncoast Connect Symposium
provided a wonderful opportunity to
encourage philanthropy and allow
attendees to be philanthropists. At
Suncoast Connect, there were 10 PIF
opportunities, meaning $1,000 will be
donated to organizations in the
Suncoast with a The Giving Partner
profile. So, what were the
opportunities, and who were the
winners?

1st Attendee Registered: Anthony
Gagliano (Fun Fact: Anthony, who
works for CareerSource Suncoast,
participated in TPF’s Digital
Navigator's Program and provided
digital navigation services in addition
to the services CareerSource
provides)

First Person who downloaded the
attendee hub app: Diego
Hernandez-Calabria

Device Drive Donation (Who
donated the most): Marianella Vera

Kahoot Top 3 Winners: Monia
Encarnacion, Rebecca Abrahamson,
Maricela Morado

Raffle Box — Newsletter Sign-Up &

Series Coming Soon by
Andrew Spector

Coming next month! A new DA4A
podcast mini-series with three
presenters from Suncoast Connect:

Jacob Saur, ECC Administrator for
Arlington County, VA, shares how
he’s using technology and Al to
improve 911 and non-emergency call
efficiency.

Tom Kamber, Executive Director of
Older Adults Technology Services
(OATS), shares about the founding
and evolution of OATS since the
early 2000s.

John Ferguson, Director of
Membership Programs at Indiana
Philanthropy Alliance and former
Fellow at The Patterson Foundation,
shares about the origin and evolution
of TPF’s Digital Access for All
initiative.

Stay tuned for the release!

Apply for Fueling Dynamic
Fundraising (FDF) & The Fund
Raising School Courses

TPF's FDF initiative, in partnership
with Indiana University Lilly Family
School of Philanthropy's The Fund
Raising School, is excited to offer two
fully funded, in-person fundraising
courses to help nonprofits enhance
their fundraising practices and
increase mission impact. Offerings
include:

Principles & Techniques of
Fundraising / In-Person / Sarasota
e Tuesday, June 3 - Friday, June
6, 2025 | 8AM — 5PM each day

Fundraising for Small Nonprofits /
In-Person / Sarasota
e Tuesday, June 17 -
Wednesday, June 18 | 8AM —
5PM each day

Learn more about eligibility
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Suggest A Future Topic/Speaker: applications and deadlines here.
Monia Encarnacion, Allison Imre

(who was also a presenter in one of

the breakout rooms), Melissa

Feriazzor, and Bill Campbell

We look forward to sharing the
exciting news with the organizations
that have been selected to receive

their PIF award.

Spotlighting the Suncoat Connect Volunteers By Kiarra Louis

After months and months of planning, Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the
Digital Age is a wrap! This entire two-day orchestration was made possible because of the
many, many TPFers who willingly devoted time and effort to ensure every aspect of this
event was excellent and that attendees had a meaningful and engaging experience. Over
30 TPFers supported the Suncoast Connect Symposium in more ways than one. Each
person contributed to the joyful spirit of the day and helped create a memorable
experience that advanced shared aspirations in new, exciting ways. To express our
gratitude, we’d like to spotlight our various TPFers and their roles in making this event
successful!

Read more here.

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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