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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.

Digital Navigator Cohort 4

The fourth cohort of the Digital Navigator Program is launching soon. Information sessions will
be held via Zoom on April 3 and 4 at 10:00 a.m.

Who should register for an information session?

If you or your organization serves DeSoto County, we need you! For this Digital Navigator
Program cohort, The Patterson Foundation wants to connect widely with different people and
agencies who intersect with DeSoto residents of all ages in various ways. Once again, The
Patterson Foundation will train Digital Navigators who will be skilled at sourcing affordable
internet and computing devices and facilitate digital literacy training for free. In addition to training
Digital Navigators, TPF will also need the collaboration of agencies who can support with other
resources such as meeting and event spaces, clients with whom to work on digital navigation,
and more. Join this exciting opportunity to help DeSoto County narrow its digital divide!

Affordable Connectivity Suncoast Remake
Program Update Learning Days
April 20—May 4, 2024
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NDIA ACP Wind-Down Timeline
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Without renewed congressional financial
support, the last funded month of the
Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP)
is April 2024. The ACP provides a $30
discount to eligible households, allowing
over 20 million households to subscribe
to internet access more affordable. Over
half of ACP recipients are aged 50 and
over.

For Digital Navigators, the ACP wind-
down is a challenging time. Surveys
indicate that many beneficiaries may not
have access to their email due to a lack
of digital literacy skills, where ACP wind-
down messages are being sent.
Additionally, many ACP households
may not remember they signed up or
even recall the name of the program.
These factors further complicate a
Digital Navigator’s job to help clients re-
enroll into an affordable internet plan
before May 1.

You can share news of the ACP wind-
down with anyone you know who may
have signed up.

Net Inclusion Conference

The National Digital Inclusion Alliance
(NDIA) held the 2024 Net Inclusion
Conference in Philadelphia, February
13-15, 2024. The conference, a
mainstay in the digital inclusion
community since 2016, connects
hundreds of people who care about
inclusion to share knowledge and
discuss policies impacting digital equity.
The 2024 conference focused on digital
inclusion best practices, securing
funding for sustainability, the latest on
digital navigators, digital health equity,
serving diverse populations, and
community-centered work. Each
conference area aligns with The
Patterson Foundation’s Digital Access
for All initiative (DA4A).

Angela Siefer, executive director of the
NDIA, spoke from the conference stage,
outlining a vision for a sustainable

‘‘‘‘‘‘

#SuncoastRemakeDays
Saturday
April 20-May 4
2024

THE 15-DAY HANDS-ON
LEARNING FESTIVAL!
I e

ADULTS + CHILDREN LEARNING TOGETHER

From Saturday, April 20, through
Saturday, May 4, Charlotte, DeSoto,
Manatee, and Sarasota counties will
dazzle for 15 consecutive days during
this free regional learning festival. Join
us and celebrate the joy of adults and
children learning side by side, all while
embracing curiosity and wonder!

We look forward to your participation in
this remarkable learning journey!

Click here to access the 2024 Event
Guide.

On mobile, click here to download the
app.

Click here to ask a question.
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Practical Tips to Avoid
Phishing Scams
By Maribel Martinez
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future for the digital inclusion movement.
She pointed out that the $2.75 billion
from the Digital Equity Act is just the
beginning and that digital inclusion
programs must be sustained after
federal funding runs dry.

Watch her speech and read her vision
and strategies below.

These days, most scams reach us on
our phones and through our computers
via email. Since most activities, from
work to leisure, are performed online,
it's important to stay vigilant. The
widespread use of digital technologies
creates infinite possibilities for

OF DIGITAL INCLUSION . scammers to hone their nefarious craft,
including Atrtificial Intelligence (Al). In
SHARE ON SOCIAL #NETINGLUSIONZ24 AND TAG US @NETINGLUSIoN (IO X B O fact scammers are growing more and

more sophisticated, and not surprisingly,
they can easily leverage Al

technologies, such as chatbots, to inflict
harm on end users and organizations.

Learn how you can avoid phishing
scams here.

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A

at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.
@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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