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L Access for All

The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore, educate, and
engage sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways that
foster inclusion and well-being.
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What's in store at Suncoast Connect?

How important is tech in your daily life? With our society becoming ever more technology-
centric, having access to devices and reliable internet is critical. Everything from our

morning routine to doctor appointments and homework assignments relies on technology.
But not everyone has access to devices and reliable internet. And many people don’t have
the knowledge and skills to navigate these technologies.

This is the digital divide. An ever-widening gap that exists between individuals and families
that have access to internet connectivity, devices, and digital skills training/support, and
those who do not. Access to these three elements is critical to surviving and thriving

today.

How is The Patterson Foundation engaged in digital access? Through the Digital
Access for All initiative, The Patterson Foundation aspires to close this gap by engaging
with community members and supporting efforts to improve access to connectivity,
devices, and skills/support. To catalyze efforts and connect changemakers, The Patterson
Foundation will hold its first-ever Digital Access for All Symposium on March 11 and 12 at
The Ora.

What is Suncoast Connect, and how will it strengthen efforts to enhance digital
access?

Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the Digital Age is a multi-day symposium
that will connect community leaders, industry experts, and digital navigators together to
collaborate on different avenues and best methods to tackle the digital divide. Attendees
will learn about the numerous facets of digital access and the tools that are being
implemented to bridge the gap through expert speakers, breakout sessions, panels, flash
presentations, and innovative learning opportunities focusing on the three essential
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elements of digital access.

What are some of the topics | can learn about at Suncoast Connect?
Here's a sampling of some of the presentations planned for Suncoast Connect:
o Atrtificial Intelligence and how it has the potential to empower communities and
exclude them due to barriers to access, adoption, affordability, and awareness.
e How broadband access and digital literacy can empower low-income households,
aging populations, veterans, people with disabilities, and racial and ethnic minorities.
e Growth trends of the greater Sarasota region focusing on the digital and innovation
economy through an expert-led panel discussion.
e What dark patterns are and how deceptive user interfaces make digital navigation
difficult for those new or unskilled in digital landscapes.
e Successful strategies for forming partnerships and bringing broadband to urban and
rural communities.

Whether you're new to the digital access space or an expert in the field, there will be
something for all. Suncoast Connect is an opportunity for attendees to learn and connect
with other changemakers as we work to bridge this digital divide.

Learn more about Suncoast Connect: Innovating and Thriving in the Digital Age. and
reqgister here.

Presenter Spotlight:
Dr. Jasmine McNealy

The Role of the Century:
How Digital Navigators
Prepare, Enable, and Enrich
Communities in Our
Modern World by Kiarra
Louis

MARGH 11 - 12, 2025

The Digital Access for All (DA4A)
Team wrapped up its second
Suncoast Digital Connect Webinar in

Have you ever felt nudged into
clicking "Accept All" without realizing
your choices? That's the power of
dark patterns—design tricks that
subtly manipulate decisions, often at
the expense of transparency and
user control.

At the Digital Access for All
Symposium, Dr. Jasmine McNealy
from the University of Florida's
College of Journalism and
Communications will unpack Dark
Patterns vs. Digital Inclusion,

January. In this month’s 30-minute
Webinar, Maribel Martinez explored
The Role of the Century: How Digital
Navigators Prepare, Enable, and
Enrich Communities in Our Modern
World.

Highlights from The Conversation:
e Digital Literacy for All Ages —
Maribel stressed the
importance of digital literacy
skills for people of all ages, not
just older adults. Even young
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exposing these hidden tactics and
their impact—especially on those
who are less familiar with navigating
the digital world.

Don't miss this eye-opening session!
Sign up here.

About Jasmine McNealy

Jasmine McNealy, Ph. D., will speak
on Dark Patterns vs Digital Inclusion.
Jasmine is a Policy Fellow with the
Public Interest Technology University
Network, a tenured professor at the
University of Florida, and a Faculty
Associate at the Berkman Klein
Center for Internet & Society at
Harvard University.

people and K-12 students lack
the basic digital skills
necessary for employment.
Maribel advocated for having
dedicated digital navigators
available in various community
settings, such as libraries and
hospitals, to assist those
struggling with technology.

e Addressing Al and Digital
Literacy — Maribel discussed
the increasing prevalence of Al
and its impacts, highlighting the
need to educate the public on
identifying reliable information
and navigating Al technologies.
She also emphasized the role
of digital navigators in helping
people safely consume and
produce Al-generated content,
both personally and
professionally.

Read the full blog to learn more!

Join The DA4A LinkedIn Discussion Group

We're thrilled to invite you to join The Patterson Foundation's LinkedIn group for the Digital
Access for All initiative! Connect, share insights, and stay updated on efforts to expand
digital inclusion. The purpose of the group is to create a more connected and collaborative
community around digital access and to increase the knowledge and skills of people and
organizations engaged in expanding digital access across the Suncoast and beyond.
While DA4A will continue to convene folks virtually and in person, the LinkedIn group is an
opportunity to keep the conversation going and deepen our growing community
asynchronously. Watch our promo video for more information on why and how to join the
group.
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Al Tools and YOU!
By Kiarra Louis

On Thursday, February 6, The Digital
Access for All (DA4A) Team wrapped
up its third and final Suncoast Digital
Connect Webinar: Al Tools and YOU!
In this 30-minute Webinar, Kevin
McNulty, Co-Founder and President
of NetWeave Social Networking,
explored how Al tools like ChatGPT,
Gemini, and Midjourney can enhance
productivity, improve quality, and
streamline your workflow with real-
world applications.

Al is not a singular tool but a broad
discipline aimed at helping computers
think and react like humans. Al is
already embedded in many daily-use
tools, making it crucial for individuals
to develop comfort with its
functionalities. It can enhance
efficiency in various areas: writing
and communication, meeting
management, learning and
information processing, image and
video generation, and more! Like
anything else, it's not without its

Digital Accessibility Today
Is No Longer a Luxury, but a

Necessity by Joni Hansen
and Carol Kranitz

Digital accessibility is no longer a
luxury—it's a necessity. It shapes
daily life, from education and
employment to healthcare and
economic mobility.

For many, digital access is second
nature. But for 36.8 million people, it
remains a challenge due to cost
barriers, lack of devices, and fear of
not knowing how to use technology
effectively. A common misconception
is that owning a cell phone equals full
digital access. Yet, completing math
homework, applying for jobs, or filling
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challenges and limitations! Read
Kiarra’s blog to learn more.

Watch the recording below.
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Beyond The Blog — The
Gap: Providing Hope
Through Support and

Resources

THE PATTERSON FOUNDATION'S

BEYOND THE
BLOG PODCAST @

The Patterson Foundation

Digital technology is more than just
convenience—it’s a lifeline. It
connects us to essential resources,
relationships, and opportunities,
shaping a more inclusive society. But
for those without internet access,
devices, or digital skills, the gap
grows wider, leaving them
disconnected from vital services and
the modern world.

In this Beyond The Blog episode,
Kiarra Louis, The Patterson
Foundation’s Leadership Support
Coordinator, dives into The Gap, a
TPF initiative working to bridge this
divide. She’s joined by Sandra Vega-
Picchietti, a consultant with The
Patterson Foundation, who sees The
Gap as more than a challenge—it’s
hope. Hope for connection. Hope for
resources. Hope for the future.

Listen or watch here to discover how

out healthcare forms on a phone can
be frustrating and limiting.

Digital accessibility begins with one
crucial step: making the connection.
Taking that first step can feel
overwhelming, but Digital Navigators
are here to help.

Read more here to learn how digital
navigators are helping individuals
take the first step into the digital

acCCess space.

SARASOTA
TECHNOLOGY

Users Group
DEVICES DRIVE

The Children’s Guardian
Fund Teams Up With The
Sarasota Technology Users
(STUG)

The Children’s Guardian Fund (CGF)
is a non-profit organization that
immediately responds to the needs of
children removed from abusive or
neglectful homes. They provide
emergency essentials and ongoing
support for the needs of children in
our community, such as cribs,
clothes, tutoring, summer camp, or
driving lessons to obtain
employment. CGF teamed up with
STUG to collect and refurbish
laptops, tablets, and cell phones for
foster kids. Read more about this
initiative in SRQ Magazine.
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The Gap is transforming digital
access into opportunity!

Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn

#DigitalAccessforAll

The Patterson Foundation | 2 N. Tamiami Trail Suite 206 | Sarasota, FL 34236 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

C Constant
Contact

Try email marketing for free today!


https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/beyond-the-blog/digital-access-for-all/the-gap-providing-hope-through-support-and-resources-2.html
mailto:digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org
https://twitter.com/ThePattersonFdn
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23DigitalAccessforAll&src=typed_query&f=live
https://www.facebook.com/ThePattersonFoundation
https://www.instagram.com/thepattersonfdn/
https://twitter.com/ThePattersonFdn
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

