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The Patterson Foundation created its Digital Access for All initiative to explore the efforts
of multiple sectors working to enhance access to technology that connects people in ways
that foster inclusion and well-being. It focuses on three elements that are essential to
digital access: connectivity, devices, and skill/support. 

 

Spot the Wi-Fi Symbol, Share Your Efforts, and Pay It Forward!

This year, we’re introducing a new, playful way to engage with the DA4A newsletter while
encouraging audiences to share their work in the digital access space. Highlighting and
tracking efforts that strengthen people and communities helps us identify patterns, close
gaps, and overcome common barriers to digital access.

In each edition of the DA4A newsletter, you’ll find a hidden Wi-Fi symbol tucked away
somewhere. When you spot it and click on it, you’ll be taken to a brief form with a few
quick questions that allow you to share your efforts—or those of others—that enhance
access to technology or connect people in ways that foster inclusion and well-being.

Once you submit the form, your name will be entered into our DA4A spinner wheel, which
we’ll use for periodic drawings throughout the year. Those whose name is drawn will
receive a $100 Pay-It-Forward (PIF) award to gift to an organization listed on The Giving
Partner. The Giving Partner, presented by the Community Foundation of Sarasota County,
inspires discovery and engagement of charitable causes across the Suncoast region. It
serves as a trusted resource for learning about nonprofit organizations, their missions, and
the impact they’re making.﻿

Beyond the fun, this is an opportunity for us to:
Learn more about the work being done in other communities
Discover organizations we can learn from, share, and amplify
Highlight community efforts through DA4A’s LinkedIn presence
Strengthen connections across the DA4A network

An Update on The Digital Access for All Device Drive
﻿By Marla Smith
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Since October 2025, our community came
together in an extraordinary way to support
Digital Access for All. Through generous
donations, we received 978 devices, and
through our valued partnership with
Goodwill, an additional 135 devices were
contributed. Together, these efforts allowed
us to more than double our original goal of
500 devices in a remarkably short time.

These numbers represent real impact. Each
device strengthens digital access by supporting students in their education, helping job
seekers apply for employment, enabling families to access healthcare and essential
services, and creating pathways for lifelong learning. This success reflects the power of
collaboration and the shared belief that access to technology should be available to
everyone.

Another highlight was toward the end of last year. The Patterson Foundation partnered
with the School District of Manatee, led by Scott Hansen, to expand local access to
essential digital devices. Scott Hansen has been a long-time advocate for student
technology needs. Before COVID, he worked closely with Tech4Students, helping
distribute between 1,000 and 2,000 devices each year to families who needed them most.

When a simple digital donation drive flyer appeared in The Patterson Foundation's
Newsletter, something sparked, and they reached out to explore how we could work
together to create an even greater impact. The collaboration quickly turned into action with
a donation of 304 laptops that have been fully restored and cleaned by Sarasota
Technology Users Group (STUG) for distribution.

With continued year-round donations and strong partnerships, including our ongoing work
with STUG, we are building a sustainable foundation for digital inclusion. Digital Access for
All is not a one-time effort; it is a community commitment to connection, opportunity, and
equity.

When a community works together, progress is not just possible. It becomes
unstoppable.

Digital Access for All (DA4A) LinkedIn Group

No one advances digital access alone. The DA4A LinkedIn Group is a space for
practitioners, partners, and community leaders to share ideas, learn what practices are
working, and support one another’s work across the Suncoast and beyond. If you’re
working in digital equity, inclusion, broadband, devices, skills, or community engagement,
this space is for you. Join and introduce yourself here. 

BuildCodeGo Recap
By Ericia Henry

Digital Access Beyond the
Suncoast

Net Inclusion 2026: The National
Digital Inclusion Alliance’s Net
Inclusion conference has been a
staple of the digital inclusion
community since 2016, bringing
together hundreds of practitioners,
advocates, academics, internet
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On December 17 at the 13th Avenue
Dream Center, members of the DA4A
team held its first event in partnership
with the center. The workshop, led by
TPF consultant Maribel Martinez,
provided families with a step-by-step
learning experience that was both
engaging and empowering. Being
involved in the preparation and
witnessing the event come to life was
incredibly rewarding. Students and
parents were fully engaged, eager to
learn, and excited to leave with a
device that could serve as both an
educational tool and a source of
enjoyment.

Before and during the event, we
surveyed parents and guardians who
picked up their children from the
center. Through this survey, we
aimed to understand which devices
families had access to, how they
typically used them, and which areas
they wanted to explore further. After
reviewing the feedback, we
discovered that many families
primarily use mobile devices and
access the internet through data
services and/or Wi-Fi. We also
learned there is a strong interest in
STEAM workshop opportunities for
kids and workshops focused on
digital literacy and job application
skills.

The insights gathered and the
success of our first event will serve
as stepping stones for building
stronger community connections.
They will help us develop creative
and strategic ways to encourage the
use of the technology center by both
adults and youth.

service providers, and policymakers
to share knowledge and advance
digital inclusion. It's a vital
professional development opportunity
for anyone looking to lead in the
digital equity space. This year’s
conference, in Chicago, February 3-
5, 2026, offers the opportunity to gain
digital equity insights, ignite change,
and amplify your impact in the digital
inclusion movement. Learn more
here.

Digital Equity Unwrapped — End
of Year Reflections: The popular
(and free) virtual gathering on
December 17, 2025, from 3 to 4:00
pm ET highlighted important
milestones in broadband over the
past year and took a look ahead for
what promises to be another busy
year for digital inclusion practitioners
across the country. Watch the one-
hour recording here.

The 2025 AI for Humanity Report:
Written by Fast Forward with support
from Google.org, the 2025 AI for
Humanity Report is a roadmap for
harnessing AI for impact. What
happens when the world’s nonprofits
put AI to work for people, not profit?
The 2025 AI for Humanity Report
uncovers how organizations are
already using AI to transform millions
of lives — and how nonprofits and
funders can build on these early
successes responsibly. Access the
report here.

AI With Purpose: As Funders and
Nonprofits Adopt AI, What’s Missing?
Read the blog here.
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Do you have a resource or idea to share with the community? Is there a national, regional, or local effort you'd
like us to know about or feature in future publications? Contact DA4A
at digitalaccess@thepattersonfoundation.org to be considered.

@ThePattersonFdn
#DigitalAccessforAll
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