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The Patterson Foundation’s DeSoto Digest Newsletter strives to educate and engage
while sharing the work of TPF initiatives and ways residents can participate. We each
have a role in forging a positive future!

WHAT'S INCLUDED IN THIS EDITION

e Celebrating High School Seniors in DeSoto by Links to Success

e Preparing DeSoto County for Another Hurricane Season by Tori Ferguson,
Consultant with The Patterson Foundation

e Bulldog Corner: A New Chapter for Community Impact by Alicia Exantus, Consultant
with The Patterson Foundation

o Florida Center for Early Childhood to Expand Mental Health Services in DeSoto
County by The Florida Center for Early Childhood

e Historical Society Celebrates Museum’s Grand Re-Opening by Carol Mahler with
The DeSoto County Historical Society

¢ Young Eagles Continue Arcadia’s Aviation Tradition by Carol Mahler with The
DeSoto County Historical Society

e Discover DeSoto: Connecting Community Through the DeSoto Digest Paper Route
with Sherry Oehler by Alicia Exantus, Consultant with The Patterson Foundation

Click here to read the Newsletter in Spanish.

a clic agui para leer este boletin en espanol.

Overview
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Each issue of the DeSoto Digest is organized to showcase real examples of how
community members, nonprofit partners, funders, and local organizations are working
together to bring these shared aspirations to life. If you are leading a project, planning an
event, expanding an initiative, or exploring a new idea that aligns with any of the eight
themes, we invite you to share your updates. To submit content for consideration in future
DeSoto Digest issues, please complete the DeSoto County Eight Emerging Themes —
Community Updates & Engagement Form. You may also reach out directly to Cheri
Coryea, DeSoto County Ahead initiative lead, at ccoryea@thepattersonfoundation.org.

Stay Connected to Community with DeSoto Digest
By Sherry Oehler, Consultant with The Patterson Foundation

Looking for a reliable way to stay connected to the heart of Arcadia and DeSoto County?
The DeSoto Digest is a monthly publication that highlights local happenings, community
stories, and opportunities to get involved in the DeSoto County Ahead initiative.

To ensure broad accessibility, the DeSoto Digest is available in both English and Spanish,
with printed and digital editions offered in each language.

If you would like printed copies delivered to your organization or location, please contact
Sherry Oehler at soehlertpf@gmail.com to be added to the distribution list.

Pick up your copy of the DeSoto Digest at one of these 40+ locations: Turner Center,
All Faiths Food Bank, Links2Success, DeSoto County Library, McSwain Farmers Market,
Three Trees Brewing, Goodwill, DeSoto Memorial Hospital, the Senior Center, Dragon's
Books, Laura's Good Vibe Tribe, Rose Café, Pine Level Church, El Charro, ReStore,
Darrell's Road & Wrecker Services, Casa San Juan Bosco, Catholic Charities, Arcadia
Housing, RCMA, Suncoast Credit Union, and the DeSoto Chamber of Commerce.

To receive the DeSoto Digest electronically, please email Kiarra Louis at
klouis@thepattersonfoundation.org and request to be added to the email distribution list.

Preparing DeSoto County for Another Hurricane Season by Tori Ferguson,
Consultant with The Patterson Foundation

The Atlantic Hurricane Season officially began on June 1 and will continue through
November 30. The Patterson Foundation’s Community Preparedness, Recovery, and
Resiliency (CPR-R) initiative encourages DeSoto County residents to prepare before a
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storm threatens our community. Consider making the following preparations for your
family:

1. Make a household emergency plan tailored to your family’s needs.

2. Build a kit with enough food, water, supplies, medications, and important documents
for at least seven days.

3. Have multiple ways to receive weather alerts, such as battery-operated or hand-
crank weather radios.

4. Know your home’s evacuation zone, if applicable.

5. Keep vehicle gas tanks at least half full throughout hurricane season to avoid fuel
shortages before a storm.

Living in a rural community means being prepared for extended power outages, limited
fuel availability, and temporary road closures after a storm. Charge phones and backup
batteries, and identify the nearest shelter location ahead of time. Preparedness is not just
an individual responsibility — it is a community effort. Through CPR-R, The Patterson
Foundation works with partners across the region to strengthen preparedness, recovery,
and long-term resiliency efforts so communities like DeSoto County are better equipped to
respond and recover together. Residents can find additional preparedness resources,
shelter information, and emergency updates on DeSoto County Emergency Management
and the Florida Division of Emergency Management websites.

Voter Education Tip of the Month by Lyndsey Smith & Leah Verier-Dunn,
Consultants with The Patterson Foundation

-- Check Your Registration: As election season approaches, it is important to stay
informed about voter registration deadlines and Florida’s updated vote-by-mail
requirements. Taking a few minutes now to confirm your registration and voting plan can
ensure your voice is heard on Election Day:
https://registration.dos.fl.gov/CheckVoterStatus

-- Voting By Mail in Florida: Florida’s voting laws regarding vote-by-mail ballots have
changed. All vote-by-mail requests expired in 2024. All voters who wish to vote by mail
must renew their request after every general election cycle.

Upcoming Election Deadlines

-- Voter Registration Deadline: Primary 7/2/26 | Midterm 10/5/26

-- Vote-By-Mail Request Deadline: 5 PM on the 12th day before the election
-- Election Day: Tuesday, August 18, 2026, 7 AM - 7 PM

Visit DeSoto County’s Supervisor of Elections website for information and to submit your
request

Theme 3: Nonprofit, Business, Resident, and Economic
Opportunities to Support DeSoto County
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Play-based therapy at The Florida Center for Early Childhood helps young children build
emotional skills early. Support from the Florida Blue Foundation expands access to care
for families in DeSoto County.

Florida Center for Early Childhood to Expand Mental Health Services in
DeSoto County by The Florida Center for Early Childhood

A $400,000 grant from the Florida Blue Foundation will help The Florida Center for Early
Childhood expand infant and early childhood mental health services for families in DeSoto
County, bringing care directly into the places families already turn for support.

The initiative focuses on children from birth through fifth grade and their caregivers,
emphasizing prevention and early intervention at a stage when support can alter the
trajectory of a child’s development. Services will be integrated into home visiting
programs, early learning centers, and pediatric settings. This approach reduces barriers,
increases engagement, and meets families where they are. Awarded in September, the
investment is already beginning to makea an impact. Since its launch, the program has
begun serving families while actively strengthening partnerships with local providers and
community organizations across DeSoto County. This early work is creating a sustainable
network of support to ensure more children and caregivers can access needed mental
health services.

“This grant gives us the opportunity to reach families earlier, before small challenges have
a chance to take hold,” said Dr. Kristie Skoglund, CEO of The Florida Center. “When
support comes at the right time, it can change the course of a child’s development and
strengthen the entire family.” Learn more here.
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Bulldog Corner: A New
Chapter for Community Impact
by Alicia Exantus, Consultant,
The Patterson Foundation

Visiting Bulldog Corner at the
Arcadia-DeSoto County Habitat for
Humanity ReStore was an exciting
opportunity to see the incredible
progress being made through
innovation, partnership, and
community investment. What began
as an idea through TPF's Margin &
Mission Ignition (MMI), is quickly
becoming a vibrant space that
celebrates school pride while
creating long-term impact for DeSoto
County.

Bulldog Corner is a dedicated school
spirit shop that will offer a wide
variety of Bulldog-branded
merchandise, including sweatshirts,
t-shirts, water bottles, stadium
cushions, decals, stickers, and
special spirit week and homecoming
items for students, parents, alums,
and community members alike. More
than just a retail space, Bulldog
Corner represents a mission-aligned
earned-income initiative that supports
Arcadia-DeSoto County Habitat for
Humanity and its work to provide
safe, affordable housing in the
community. Through TPF’s support,
Habitat was one of four organizations
selected to develop and implement
sustainable revenue-generating
plans through the MMI initiative. The
startup funding and strategic support
have helped bring this vision to life in
a meaningful way.

One of the most inspiring aspects of
Bulldog Corner is its focus on
workforce development. The shop
will create apprenticeship

Giving Challenge Prizes
By Community Foundation of
Sarasota County

This year’s Giving Challenge
included 21 different prize
opportunities for nonprofits, several
of them sponsored by Community
Foundation media partners and other
area foundations. A number of prize
winners have already been
announced on the Giving Challenge
website, while applications in other
categories, such as Best Use of
Social Media and Best Overall
Campaign, continue to be evaluated.
Visit the “Prizes” section of the Giving
Challenge website to find a list of all
the winners.

Arcadia Garden Club & Links to
Success received a SolMart Media
prize (Total Prize Awards: $2,500):
Prizes awarded on-air on SolMart
radio shows to random nonprofit
organizations throughout the duration
of the Giving Challenge. See the
winning_entries in this year’s Best
Giving_Challenge Photo contest,
hosted by Observer Media Group.

Devoted to DeSoto: 16 Prize Awards:
$250 | $250 prize awarded via
random drawing to 16 nonprofit
organizations based in or doing work
in DeSoto County.

-- All Faiths Food Bank

-- Arcadia DeSoto County Habitat for
Humanity

-- Arcadia Garden Club

-- Boys & Girls Clubs of Sarasota and
DeSoto Counties

-- Canine Castaways

-- CenterPlace Health

-- Centerstone

-- Child Protection Center

-- DeSoto Cares Homeless Services
-- DeSoto County Education
Foundation

-- Funeral Consumers Alliance of
Suncoast Florida,_Inc.

-- Hope DeSoto LTRG

-- Links to Success
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opportunities for local students,
allowing them to gain hands-on
experience in customer service,
inventory management, sales, and
retail operations within a supportive
environment. By combining
entrepreneurship, education, and
community impact, Bulldog Corner is
building more than school spirit and
is helping create pathways for future
success.

Nonprofit Job Bank by
Community Foundation of
Sarasota County

Whether you're seeking a new
nonprofit position or you want to post
an open position at your
organization, your local resource is
the Association of Fundraising
Professionals Southwest Florida
Chapter's Job Bank, supported by
the Community Foundation of
Sarasota County. Browse the
Nonprofit Job Bank here.

SPARCC Brings Child Safety
Day by Safe Place and Rape
Crisis Center

SPARCC (Safe Place and Rape
Crisis Center) recently hosted
Together in Teal: A Child Safety Day
in Arcadia, bringing its prevention
and education efforts directly to
DeSoto County families. Held during
Child Abuse and Sexual Assault
Awareness Month, the event focused
on helping children and caregivers

-- Safe Place And Rape Crisis Center
(SPARCCQC)

-- South Florida State College
Foundation

-- Step Up Suncoast Inc

Highlights from Gulf Coast
Community Foundation’s 2025
Regional Scan

The 2025 Regional Scan reflects
surveys and focus group responses
from over 1,500 residents across
Sarasota, Charlotte, and DeSoto
Counties—a more than 700%
increase in participation compared to
2023. Here’s a look at some of the
numbers across priority areas for our
region:

Affordable Housing: People
across all ages, backgrounds, and
income levels said housing costs
are the region's biggest challenge.
-- Among the 350 survey participants
who identified housing affordability as
the top issue and shared written
commentary, three key concerns
consistently surfaced: workforce
instability (48%), rising costs causing
financial strain (41%), and a system
that prioritizes luxury over locals
(37%).

-- While only 5.1% report actively
planning to leave, the cost of living is
the top reason residents consider
moving, with 55.8% of those planning
to relocate citing affordability as a
major factor. Another 18.2% remain
unsure about their future in the
region.

Protecting Our Natural
Environment: Residents are
concerned that overdevelopment,
declining water quality, flooding,
and habitat loss are threatening
what makes this region livable.

-- The most prominent problem,
named by 83% of respondents in our
survey, was overdevelopment. Nearly
half (47%) were concerned about the
loss of wild animal habitats, and
many cited recurring issues such as
red tide (45%) and flooding (40%).
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learn about safety through hands-on,
engaging activities. As part of
Suncoast Remake Learning Days—
presented by the Suncoast
Campaign for Grade-Level Learning
and funded by The Patterson
Foundation—SPARCC joined a
regional initiative that highlights
learning through community
connection.

Families explored interactive
stations, met first responders, and
connected with local organizations,
including DeSoto County Fire
Rescue and the Arcadia Police
Department. Children also received
books and safety resources to
continue learning at home. Through
events like this, SPARCC continues
to expand its outreach, strengthen
prevention efforts, and connect
families with vital resources.

CFRPC B9R

Helping People in Times of Crisis:
People want better, more
accessible help for those facing
homelessness, food insecurity,
and natural disasters.

-- Charlotte County's homeless
population has more than doubled
since 2020, climbing from 169 to 343
individuals. Sarasota and DeSoto
Counties have seen nearly an 11%
increase over the same period.

-- In 2024, more than 80,000 of our
neighbors sought support from All
Faiths Food Bank, which distributed
20.4 million meals, an increase of 2
million meals and over 12,000
neighbors from the previous year.

Read the full report and the actions
we can take to build a brighter future
together.

Learn more here.
Read the full report here.

DeSoto County
Comprehensive Plan

The Central Florida Regional Planning Council is
working in partnership with DeSoto County to
update the DeSoto County Comprehensive Plan.

Be Heard - Take Plan Survey

Shape Desoto County's Future Together!

Do you have answers to questions like: What do you love about DeSoto County? What
should change? Where should growth occur? How to preserve rural character? What
services are needed? If so, we want to hear your answers and thoughts on how our
community develops over the next 20+ years. DeSoto County is growing and evolving.
This update ensures our community is prepared for the future while preserving what
makes us unique. Click here to learn more. Take the survey here.
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Discover DeSoto: Connecting Community Through the DeSoto Digest
Paper Route with Sherry Oehler by Alicia Exantus, Consultant The
Patterson Foundation

In a past episode of Discover DeSoto, a Beyond The Blog podcast, host Alicia Exantus
sits down with fellow Consultant with The Patterson Foundation, Sherry Oehler. Though
Sherry lives in Manatee County, her work has brought her deep into the heart of DeSoto
through a special assignment with the DeSoto Digest Newsletter team. Together, Alicia
and Sherry explore what it means to tell stories that connect residents, community
leaders, and organizations, painting a fuller picture of life in DeSoto County. Throughout
the episode, you'll get a behind-the-scenes look at how the newsletter comes together, the
importance of sharing local voices, and the ways community-driven communication
strengthens trust and connection. Both Alicia and Sherry reflect on the joy of highlighting
everyday residents and the impact of giving them a platform to be heard.

Watch here or listen here!

Community Champions Spotlight:
Serina Williams

In this Community Champions Series, we are
spotlighting Serina Williams, Clinical Social
Worker/Therapist at New Vision Therapeutic
Support Services, and learning more about
her vision for DeSoto!

Serina was born and raised in DeSoto County,

went away to school, and returned to her

hometown because she loves the small-town

feel and the aspirations of people in the community. She established New Vision
Therapeutic Support Services in March 2018. Not only does she lead that Practice, but
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she also works with Jrprenneur Brunch, serves as a mentor with Take Stock in Children,
partners with various other organizations in DeSoto, provides workshops, and is involved
with providing support to local churches.

As part of TPF’s DeSoto County Ahead initiative, she is on the Faith Action Team and is
encouraged by the progress of people working on a shared community vision sharing,
“When | was young here, we didn’t have a lot of programs for young people, but now we
have organizations that offer programs like Links to Success, Big Brothers Big Sisters,
YMCA, and the Boys and Girls Club. These programs offer mentoring and personal
growth. Also, Adult Education and Workforce Development programs are more readily
available. Overall, organizations collaborate more often.” She aspires to see growth and
stability, so families can break the overall patterns of where they are and overcome the
feeling of being stuck in a certain place, so people can see a way out. And they can grow
and thrive here. Holistically, she wants people to experience wellness and possibilities.

Continue reading_about Serina’s aspirations and her work here.

Theme 4: Technology/Digital Access for All

TPF Trains a New Bilingual Digital Navigator by Maribel Martinez,
Consultant with The Patterson Foundation

Each month, | lead the Digital Navigator Working Group Meetings — a monthly gathering of
our past trained Digital Navigators where | curate digital inclusion news stories, provide
micro-training, and hold space for Digital Navigators to share their successes and
challenges in the region. Without fail, | note each month that Spanish-speaking Digital
Navigators are badly needed.

This is not surprising. According to US Census data, about 70% of people identify as
Hispanic across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties (combined). Meet
Ivonne Batanero, new Digital Navigator with The Patterson Foundation! This month, | had
the pleasure of training Ivonne, who displayed curiosity, willingness, commitment, and
connection to the digital divide issue, and whose questions were thoughtful and heartfelt.
Ivonne is a dancer and choreographer with deep roots in the Miami area, where she has
worked to create inclusive spaces for creatives like herself. Now living in Sarasota, she
also collaborates with Mosaic Movements and the Suncoast Campaign for Grade-Level
Reading.

As a Spanish-speaking Digital Navigator, lvonne looks forward to speaking her native
language more often while helping community members with their internet access,
devices, and computer skills needs. Now that her digital navigation training is complete,
she and | will start working with clients side-by-side using a gradual release approach that
will allow her to feel comfortable, confident, and independent as a Digital Navigator,
thanks to support from The Patterson Foundation. For more information on digital
navigation training, contact ccoryea@thepattersonfoundation.org.
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Theme 5: Family Fun Friendly Events with Sustainability

Summer Events

DeSoto County Library: The DeSoto County Library is offering an exciting lineup of
summer programs for all ages, highlighted by the Summer Reading Quest from June 6
through July 25. Participants can set reading goals, explore the community through
interactive “Quests,” and take part in a variety of engaging activities. In partnership with
local organizations, the library will host events such as DIY Animal Toys, Fun with 4-H,
Cool Down Crafts with the DeSoto County Sheriff's Office, Touch A Truck, The Bug Guy,
and Last Pioneer Standing: Can You Survive the Oregon Trail? With opportunities to learn,
explore, and earn fun badges, the library’s summer programs provide something fun for
everyone.

Rise Up: The YMCA Beacons Rise Up Program is where potential meets purpose.
Designed for middle and high school students, this program equips youth with leadership
skills, financial literacy, career exposure, and real-life tools for success. Through
interactive workshops and hands-on experiences, students build confidence, discipline,
and vision, preparing them to overcome challenges and lead with purpose in school and
beyond.

Sheriff Office: The DeSoto County Sheriff's Office Summer Program runs June 5 through
August 7, 2026, offering fun, family-friendly events that connect youth with local deputies.
Highlights include a kickoff kickball game, crafts at the library, a school supply drive,
Harmony in the Streets Camp (application required), a back-to-school drive-thru, and a
BBQ block party. To register or get more information, contact Shaneka Coone at 863-491-
6719 or scoone@sheriffdesotofl.gov.

YMCA'’s Early Learning Academy: Give your little one a place to learn, grow, and play
with purpose. Our Early Learning Academy provides a safe, nurturing environment where
children build confidence, make friends, and develop skills that last a lifetime. With
engaging activities, caring staff, and a focus on growth, it's more than childcare; it's a
foundation for the future.

YMCA Food Distribution at Speer Center: Our Summer Food Program provides free
meals for kids 18 and under, making it easier to keep your children healthy and energized
while school is out. Stop by the Speer Center on Wednesdays and take advantage of this
great resource for your family.

YMCA Summer Camp: Camp Season is Coming! We have the place to be, serving
children ages 5-15. Looking for an unforgettable summer experience for your kids? We
are now accepting registrations, and spots are filling fast! Secure your camper’s spot
today and give them a summer full of fun, growth, and independence. Y Summer Camp
2026 is designed for kids to explore, discover, and challenge themselves all summer long.
Financial assistance is available for families who need it because every child deserves an
incredible summer.

Community News

What’s Happening in DeSoto County: From the Florida Rodeo to the DeSoto County
Fair, there are festivals, shows, and games for everyone in the family. Join us to explore
Florida Wild! Visit https://visitdesoto.com/events.

Sunday Movie Fun Days: The Turner Center in Arcadia have come alive on Sunday
afternoons as “Sunday Movie Fun Days” brings families together for free community
movie experiences throughout June and July. Families can enjoy a mix of classic family
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adventures and animated favorites along with newer family-friendly releases similar to
movies like The Goonies, Back to the Future, Bambi, Hoppers, Arco, and Zootopia 2.
Concessions will be available for food, snacks, and drinks. Children under 14 must be
accompanied by an adult.

e June: 21, 28 | Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM
e July: 5,12, 19, 26 | Time: 2:00 PM — 4:00 PM
e Address: DeSoto County Turner Agri-Civic Center at 2250 NE Roan St., Arcadia, FL

The idea for Sunday Movie Fun Days emerged from community conversations led by
DeSoto County Ahead’s Youth Team, as part of the longstanding partnership between The
Patterson Foundation and The Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, focused on
strengthening civic culture across the four-county region. Through conversations with
parents and youth, community members shared a desire for more opportunities to
connect, feel safe and welcomed, and participate in regularly scheduled activities that
foster belonging and togetherness.

Inspired by what they heard from the community, Eric Hamilton and Sondra Guffey worked
together to develop the Sunday Movie Fun Days concept. Turner Center is proud to
partner with Team Arcadia, Jrpreneur, Arcadia Garden Club, Big Brothers Big Sisters of
the Sun Coast - DeSoto, and YMCA of Southwest Florida to help make these family-
friendly afternoons a reality.

Click here to access the flyer!

Theme 6: Preserve the Historical Essence of the Community and
Grow With Thoughtful Engaged Planning

Subscribe to the DeSoto County Historical Society Newsletter
The DeSoto County Historical Society is an all-volunteer, not-for-profit organization
dedicated to preserving and promoting the history of DeSoto County for future
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generations. Staying up to date on their newsletter to discover opportunities to engage
with DeSoto’s rich history. Learn more here.

Historical Society Celebrates
Museum's Grand Reopening

By Carol Mahler, The DeSoto County
Historical Society

On May 1, the DeSoto County Historical

Society celebrated the grand reopening of the

John Morgan Ingraham House Museum at

300 N. Monroe Ave. with a ceremony and

ribbon-cutting, thanks to Chamber of

Commerce Director Taylor Jones and Arcadia

Main Street Director Pam Ames. The Museum had been temporarily closed while a new
roof was installed, the siding repaired, and the building painted.

Society President Adrian Cline thanked Society Member Luke Wilson for entertaining
before the program began and introduced the Society’s Vice President, Vernon Keen, who
gave the invocation and benediction. Society Member Ron Jones, Sr., led the recitation of
the Pledge of Allegiance. Cline welcomed everyone. He said that the Society is “not just
opening the doors of this building, we're also celebrating the 250th anniversary of
America. . . . History . . . is lived, built, and preserved by people who care deeply about
their community. . . . this house will once again serve as a place of learning, storytelling,
and connection.

“To everyone who contributed—whether through labor, donations, advocacy, or
encouragement—we extend our deepest gratitude. You have helped ensure that the
Ingraham House will continue to stand as a symbol of resilience, memory, and pride. And
to all of you here today, thank you for joining us. Your presence affirms that history
matters, that our stories matter, and that preserving them is a gift we give to the
generations who follow.” Continue reading_about this historical event and learning_more
about those who helped make it possible. For more information, please contact the
Society at 863-266-5774, desotocountyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com, or historicdesoto.org.

Theme 7: Support Advanced Focus on Education Enhancement

Celebrating High School
Seniors in DeSoto by Links to
Success

In May, we were honored to be on
hand to celebrate some of our seniors
earning their AA degrees from South
Florida State College just weeks before
they graduated with their high school
diplomas! This achievement reflects
their hard work, dedication, and
determination, and we couldn’t be prouder. Congratulations to our Student Ambassadors
Zuleyma, Nanzy, Nataly, Alexa, and Yareli on this awesome accomplishment!
Links2Success also held its 2026 Senior Recognition & End of Year Celebration, honoring
our 12 graduating seniors and recognizing underclassmen in our Student Ambassador
Program.
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This year was filled with so many impactful moments, including college tours, workshops,
leadership training, and an unforgettable spring break trip to Disney, all provided free of
charge thanks to the incredible support of Charles & Margery Barancik Foundation, United
Way Suncoast, Lighthouse United Methodist Church of Boca Grande, Peace River Citrus
Products, and so many others. Congratulations to our Class of 2026 seniors and to all of
our students on an incredible year. We are so proud of everything you've

accomplished! Note: We are thrilled to have 5 of our seniors selected as Selby Scholars
this year!

Theme 8: Reconnect with Students, Parents, Teachers, and
Administration for Educational Support

Young Eagles Continue
Arcadia’s Aviation Tradition

By Carol Mahler, The DeSoto
County Historical Society

At the Arcadia Municipal Airport, the
Experimental Aircraft Association
(EAA) Chap. 1226 holds a Young
Eagles program that continues the
City’s amazing aviation tradition. On
the second Sat. of every month, EAA
member pilots give free flights to
youngsters, ages 8 to 17, who have
never flown before and who have
registered.

In 1992, EAA established the Young Eagles program to give young people “their first free
ride in an airplane. It's the only program of its kind, with the sole mission to introduce and
inspire kids in the world of aviation.” Thanks to the program, more than 2.4 million “Young
Eagles” have flown, according to the EAA Website. In Arcadia, this program maintains an
aviation tradition that began only 15 years after the first flight in Kitty Hawk, North

Carolina, in 1903.

Fast forward to 2026, and on May 9, EAA member Pilots Ralph Arwood, Andy Corsetti,
Ron Keating, Dave McGregor, and Shelley Peacock flew eight Young Eagles: Caden
Chaney, Cash Chaney, Waylon Davis, Clayton Iglehart, Ashton Lopez, Dillon Lundy, King
Ward, and Dugan Watson. Airport Director Shelley Peacock thanked all the volunteer
pilots as well as the ground crew: Jim Brewer, her assistant Veera Fitzpatrick, Roy Plackis,
and Ron Watson. Continue reading_about the EEA program and DeSoto’s aviation history
through the decades in the Arcadia Community Local.

Ongoing Grant & Contribute to
Scholarship Opportunities The DeSoto Digest

See available grant and scholarship - Nominate A DeSoto County
opportunities provided by various Community Champion to be
funders in the Suncoast here. Spotlighted: Complete this form
here to nominate someone who
aligns with our criteria below to be
featured.
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— Submit a Discover DeSoto Gem:
Our Discover DeSoto series
spotlights unique places and hidden
treasures. Share your favorite hidden
gem here.

Harwood Highlights: Unleashing The Community’s Potential

Health Action Team Publishes The DeSoto Community Resource Guide by
Cheri Coryea, Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

The Health Action Team of the DeSoto County Ahead, Harwood Public Innovators, has
been holding community conversations across DeSoto County. During these
conversations, they’'ve learned from the public knowledge they gathered that people want
to live in a community where they feel safe walking in their neighborhoods, have access to
healthy food, healthcare, and recreation, and know they are seen and supported,
especially those facing health, mobility, and economic challenges. People believe that
change must start with visibility and action. Community members believe that when
resources are clearly communicated, when progress is seen, not just promised, and when
young people are included as leaders, trust and momentum will grow. Led by the Health
Action Team and supported by the Leadership of the DeSoto’s All Faiths Food Bank,
Family Resource Center, an online accessible Resource Guide has been created and
continues to be updated for use by the community across DeSoto County: Live Link:
DeSoto Community Resource Guide

DeSoto Public Innovators Convene for Workspace #3 by Cheri Coryea,
Consultant, The Patterson Foundation

On June 11, at South Florida State College, 60 members of the DeSoto County Harwood
Public Innovators met for Workspace #3. Each of the four teams assembled to continue
making progress in gathering and sharing public knowledge, which they are using to
create small wins and move towards a shared purpose. Members of the Harwood Institute
for Public Innovation traveled to DeSoto County to walk alongside the Action Teams as
they remain in motion, taking action and collecting small wins. In a recent bi-monthly
meeting of the Youth Action Team, Liz Coronado with the DeSoto County Library,
mentioned, “translating the materials into Spanish will help non-English speakers to
understand the public knowledge being collected, but also will encourage them to engage
in how positive improvements can be made.*

Interested in Submitting a Story to Be Featured in the Desoto Digest?

We are looking for stories that reflect the spirit, resilience, and aspirations of DeSoto
County. Stories should align with The Patterson Foundation’s belief that communities can
shape their own future by involving people and organizations in the process. By
collectively pursuing shared aspirations, they can strengthen themselves and their
communities as they shape the future. We welcome contributions that reflect the collective
efforts and everyday actions moving DeSoto County forward. Please read our guidelines
here.

Missed an Issue of the DeSoto Digest?
Find past issues in English or Spanish here. To receive digital copies of the newsletter,
sign up here or email Kiarra Louis at Klouis@thepattersonfoundation.org.
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Do you have a story or idea to share with the DeSoto County community? Contact
AspirationstoActions@thepattersonfoundation.org. Learn more about The Patterson
Foundation at thepattersonfoundation.org
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