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The Community Preparedness, Recovery, and Resiliency initiative explores and strengthens the
efforts of people, organizations, and communities in navigating disasters.

Community Preparedness, Recovery, and Resiliency Newsletter
Catalyzing Engagement as Disasters Swirl

Musings from a Quiet Hurricane Season
(Quiet for the Suncoast)

As the 2025 hurricane season ends, we find ourselves both grateful and reflective. The
2025 Atlantic hurricane season was active, with 13 named storms, five hurricanes, and
four major hurricanes. A notable aspect of the season was the formation of three Category
5 hurricanes (Erin, Humberto, and Melissa), and our hearts and activities are directed
toward those who were directly impacted by Hurricane Melissa and the long recovery
ahead.

The Suncoast was spared from direct impact, a welcome reprieve as many in our
community continue to rebuild from the devastation of the 2024 season. There are still
many blue tarps across our communities, and case managers, mental health
professionals, and recovery teams continue their work to help with a return to normalcy.

Yet, even in this period of calm, the lingering effects of past storms remind us how lasting
their reach can be. One local resident shared, “Yes, we didn’t have a hurricane hit us this
year, but I'm still working to get my insurance claim processed and my life put back
together. I still have nightmares from Hurricane Milton and wonder when the next storm
will hit us.”

These words are a reminder that preparedness and resilience are not seasonal, but are a
year-round commitment that can strengthen not only our homes and communities, but our
peace of mind.

2026 CERT Summit: Rising Resilience, Ready Together



https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1108695245204/de4132ab-48c6-4dd0-8146-1e3b93fdee4d
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/community-preparedness-recovery-and-resiliency.html
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/community-preparedness-recovery-and-resiliency.html

it |

Our region faces storms, power outages, and emergencies that don’t follow a script.
Preparing for them takes people, practice, and shared learning.

On Thursday, January 29, 2026, The Patterson Foundation invites you to the
Inaugural CERT Summit: Rising Resilience, Ready Together. This day-long gathering
is designed for people who care about disaster preparedness, response, and recovery in
our region. Whether you're already part of a CERT, exploring how to start one, or simply
want to help your neighbors prepare and recover, this is your space to learn, connect, and
grow.

With engaging plenary and breakout sessions, hands-on learning, and opportunities to
build relationships, the Summit will bring together CERT members, emergency
management professionals, and community partners to strengthen the CERT ecosystem
across Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota counties.

We’'re honored to welcome Craig Fugate, former FEMA Administrator, as our keynote
speaker. Craig began his career as a volunteer firefighter in Alachua County and has
served at the local, state, and federal levels—bringing real-world insight into how
communities can show up for one another before, during, and after disasters.

If you're involved in preparedness or want to be, this day is for you!
e Thursday, January 29, 2026 | 8:00 AM—4:30 PM
e The Ora | 578 MclIntosh Road, Sarasota, FL 34232
e RSVP to the Inaugural CERT Summit here



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf795pDN_pWXjlSAT48ptueOFy-YG7luh5nYWdvq01HuRngkQ/viewform
https://www.thepattersonfoundation.org/blog/community-preparedness-recovery-and-resiliency/serving-your-community-as-part-of-a-community-emergency-response-team.html
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf795pDN_pWXjlSAT48ptueOFy-YG7luh5nYWdvq01HuRngkQ/viewform
https://youtu.be/Yo-8K187TMQ?si=fGSvg8xN050w2FbY

[ COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TE/ ‘i““ﬁ l

. GLENN LAKES  ; ST

CERT (Community
Emergency Response
Team) Spotlight

The Glenn Lakes CERT knows the
value of working together during blue
skies (when there is no disaster
response) and recently hosted a food
drive in their neighborhood.

Team leader Steve Litschauer
spearheaded the event, which
yielded 733 pounds of food and $60
in gift cards for the Food Bank of
Manatee, which was struggling with
empty shelves. According to Steve,
“The event collected much needed
food, while also reminding our
neighbors of the importance of
community and giving back, and of
the importance of neighborhood
CERT teams. It was definitely a good
day in Glenn Lakes! By hosting
events such as this, our CERT team
stays active, because having a great
working relationship before a disaster
definitely strengthens our disaster
response.”

Great work, Glenn Lakes!
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Stay Storm-Ready This
Winter

As hurricane season winds down,
December is the perfect time to
prepare for next year. A little effort
now can make a big difference later.

1.Check your home: Inspect your
roof and gutters, trim trees, and
make sure storm shutters or window
protection are in good shape.

2. Refresh your emergency Kkit:
Replace expired food, batteries, and
medications. Don’t forget comfort
items for kids and pets.

3. Review insurance and
documents: Confirm your wind and
flood coverage and take updated
photos or videos of your home and
belongings.

4. Update your family plan: Review
evacuation routes, contacts, and
meeting spots. Make sure everyone
knows what to do if you're separated.

5. Connect with your community:
Swap contact info with neighbors,
check in on those who may need
help, and explore local volunteer or
preparedness programs.

State Emergency Response Team
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Training Opportunity

The Florida Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services
is offering a G108 Community Mass
Care course that provides training for
local communities to prepare for,
manage the Mass Care/Emergency
Assistance functions, and understand
the ‘whole community’ approach to
Mass Care Operations. The training
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is scheduled for February 26-27 from
8:00 AM — 4:00 PM at 2968 US 17 N,
Bowling Green, FL 33834.

Why CPR-R?
Our communities have long been vulnerable to natural disasters, such as hurricanes and
floods, and, more recently, to the increased impacts of higher temperatures and the

pandemic. TPF understands the disaster recovery process includes three distinct phases:

¢ We cope by ensuring our safety and addressing the immediate needs essential to
survival.

e We adapt to living through disaster by adopting new systems and methods to create
stability.

¢ We innovate by embracing a possibility mindset and discovering fresh ways to live,
work, and play.

Cope Adapt Innovate

Phases of CPR-R

In the Discovery Phase, we will connect with and learn to identify existing community
resources related to community engagement in the disaster preparedness, recovery, and
resiliency arenas. Additionally, we will connect beyond our four-county region to identify
programs and efforts to be replicated locally and create spaces for others to collaborate.

In the Sharing/[Engagement Phase — we will engage people, organizations, and
communities as we share our learnings.




In the Action Phase - We will strengthen our communities’ disaster preparedness,
recovery, and resiliency in various ways.

We welcome your thoughts or any questions. Contact Karen Windon at kwindontpf@gmail.com.
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