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The Community Preparedness, Recovery, and Resiliency initiative explores and strengthens the

efforts of people, organizations, and communities in navigating disasters. 

Community Preparedness, Recovery, and Resiliency Newsletter
Catalyzing Engagement as Disasters Swirl

Tips and Tricks

The Calm Before the Storm Is Your Window to Prepare

As we move into the heart of hurricane season, it's more important than ever to ensure
that you, your family, and your community are prepared. While the Atlantic hurricane
season officially begins in June, storms often peak between August and October—
meaning now is the time to take proactive steps to protect what matters most.
July is the perfect window for preparation. It gives you time to:

Assess your home's readiness
Stock emergency supplies
Review evacuation plans
Stay informed with trusted alerts and resources
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Don't wait until a storm is on the radar. By then, supplies can be scarce, and decisions
must be made quickly. Early preparation saves time, reduces stress, and can ultimately
save lives.

Strengthen Your Home
Secure loose outdoor items.
Install storm shutters or board up windows.
Check your roof, doors, and garage for vulnerabilities.

Build or Restock Your Emergency Kit
Include water (1 gallon per person per day for at least 3 days), non-perishable food,
a flashlight, extra batteries, a first aid kit, any necessary medications, important
documents, and chargers for electronic devices.

Know Your Zone and Evacuation Routes
Check your local emergency management agency's website to find out if you live in
a hurricane evacuation zone and know how you would leave safely if advised.

Communicate Your Plan
Make sure every member of your household knows what to do in the event of a
storm. Designate a meeting place and share important phone numbers.

Stay Informed
Sign up for local emergency alerts and follow official sources like the National
Hurricane Center and local Emergency Management on social media.

Hurricane preparedness is not just individual, it's collective. Talk with neighbors, check on
elderly residents, and get involved with local preparedness programs like Community
Emergency Response Teams (CERT). A connected community is a resilient community.

Final Thought:
Preparedness is peace of mind. Let this July be your month of action before the storms
arrive. Because when it comes to hurricanes, preparation isn't panic, it's power. For more
resources and checklists, visit your County Emergency Management Website or
FEMA.gov.

Stay safe, stay ready.

Lessons Learned

Flood Insurance: When is it Needed, What does it Cover,



and How to Make it More Affordable

Flood insurance is a type of insurance that protects your property from damage
caused by flooding. It is important to have flood insurance if you live in an area that
is at risk of flooding, even if you don't live in a floodplain.

When is Flood Insurance Needed?
Flood insurance is needed if you live in an area that has a history of flooding, or if
you live in an area that is at risk of flooding due to factors such as heavy rainfall or
dam failure.

What Does Flood Insurance Cover?
Flood insurance covers damage to your home and personal belongings caused by
flooding. It can also cover the cost of temporary living expenses if you are forced to
evacuate your home due to flooding.

How to Make Flood Insurance More Affordable
There are a few things you can do to make flood insurance more affordable:

Shop around for the best rates. There are many different flood insurance
companies, so it's important to shop around for the best rates.
Consider a higher deductible. A higher deductible will lower your premium, but
it will also mean that you will have to pay more out of pocket if you file a claim.
Take steps to reduce your risk of flooding. There are several steps you can
take to reduce your risk of flooding, including elevating your home, installing
flood vents, and constructing a retaining wall.
Look into government assistance programs. There are a number of
government assistance programs that can help you afford flood insurance.

Final Tips:
Flood insurance has a waiting period: There's typically a 30-day waiting period
from the date of purchase before coverage kicks in. So, don't wait until a
storm is on the horizon to buy coverage.
Review your policy regularly: Flood risks can change over time, especially as
your property ages or if there are changes to the surrounding environment.
Make sure your policy remains up-to-date.

For Businesses and Organizations

Join the Movement for Disaster Readiness
How COADs Are Making a Difference

Community Organizations Active in Disasters (COADs) are local groups that collaborate
with government agencies and other organizations to prepare for, respond to, and recover
from disasters. These are often comprised of nonprofits, faith-based groups, civic
organizations, and government agencies.

Monthly COAD meetings are held in our region to facilitate collaboration on disaster
readiness and relief efforts. These meetings are gatherings of numerous organizations,
including several from surrounding counties, alongside key representatives from FEMA.
The focus of the meetings is to discuss the needs of COADs and how they can play a
crucial role in bridging the gap between those in need of help and those who can assist.
They are a reminder of the power of collaboration in disaster response and recovery.



What COADs Need to Move Forward:
Active Participation: Engaging with community members and organizations to
ensure resources are mobilized effectively.
Clear Leadership & Structure: Establishing defined roles and responsibilities for
smooth coordination during times of crisis.
Regular Meetings & Communications: Keeping all stakeholders informed and
connected to address evolving needs.
Commitment to Shared Goals: Uniting around common objectives to ensure a
timely and effective response to disasters.

Our counties are committed to strengthening community resilience, ensuring that no one
is left behind in the wake of a disaster. The meetings emphasize "your participation
matters" in building a stronger, more prepared community.

Interested in becoming a part of the COAD network? Reach out to your local emergency
management agency to learn more about how you can contribute.

Let's continue to work together to ensure that all counties remain strong and resilient in
the face of any challenge.

Financial Readiness for Hurricane Season

HURRICANE FINANCIAL TIPS UNITED WAY SUNCOAST
Check your insurance policy documents annually to see what they do and don’t
cover. For example, homeowners insurance is separate from flood insurance, and if
you live in an area that might be flooded, you’ll want to look at getting both. This can
make the difference in what property is covered. And even if you rent, consider
purchasing renters insurance if it isn’t already required.
Take cash out before a hurricane hits, even a little, as it’s possible that credit card
machines and ATMs will be unavailable in power outages.
Before a hurricane hits, inventory your belongings. Take photos or videos of your
property so you can remember what you had in case there is damage. This will also
help with filing insurance claims.
If possible, set aside a small amount of money every paycheck into a dedicated
emergency savings fund, even if it’s only $20 a month. This savings account can be
drawn from for insurance deductibles, replacing items, evacuating and preparations,
and more. Costs can quickly add up after a hurricane, and having a savings account
can cushion those costs.
Knowing your financial and evacuation plans ahead of time can make you and your
household feel more financially confident and secure. Don’t wait until a hurricane is
on its way.

https://unitedwaysuncoast.org/disaster-resilience/


We are now in hurricane season, and the
first line of defense is preparedness!

We are now in hurricane season, and the name of the war is preparedness! As storms
threaten our communities, it's not just about weathering the wind and rain; it's about
planning for what comes after.

Following a hurricane, it can take 2 to 4 weeks just to move from the immediate disaster
response into the initial recovery phase. And recovery? That can last for months or even
years, depending on the severity of the storm and the strength of the community's support
systems.

That's why resiliency efforts matter. Communities that plan ahead by strengthening
infrastructure, organizing neighborhood networks, training volunteer responders like CERT
teams, and making sure residents have emergency kits and evacuation plans bounce
back faster and stronger.

Preparedness isn't just a checklist; it's a mindset. Let's all do our part this season to
prepare, protect, and support one another. Together, we can build a more resilient future—
before, during, and after the storm.

Phases of CPR-R

In the Discovery Phase, we will connect with and learn to identify existing community
resources related to community engagement in the disaster preparedness, recovery, and
resiliency arenas. Additionally, we will connect beyond our four-county region to identify
programs and efforts to be replicated locally and create spaces for others to collaborate.



In the Sharing/Engagement Phase – we will engage people, organizations, and
communities as we share our learnings. 

In the Action Phase – We will strengthen our communities’ disaster preparedness,
recovery, and resiliency in various ways.

Another Offering From
​The Patterson Foundation

5 Reasons to Participate in a

New Civic Path Book Circle

The Patterson Foundation is facilitating a new
series of book circles open to anyone in
Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee, and Sarasota
counties, exploring the themes in The New Civic
Path: Restoring Our Belief in One Another and
This Nation by president and founder of The
Harwood Institute for Public Innovation, Rich
Harwood.

Learn more about “The New Civic Path” and why
you should join a local book circle here.

Find past issues of the CPR-R newsletter here. To receive digital copies of the newsletter,
sign up here or email Kiarra Louis at Klouis@thepattersonfoundation.org.

We welcome your thoughts or any questions. Contact Karen Windon  at kwindontpf@gmail.com.
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