
 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO)’s Office of Broadband 

 

On July 1, 2020, the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) established the Office 

of Broadband. The Office of Broadband works with community organizations, private 

businesses, and local and state governments to increase the availability and effectiveness of 

broadband internet in Florida.  

 

For example, the Office of Broadband markets and promotes broadband internet services, 

implement ways to increase broadband internet use, and verifies broadband speeds and 

availability in Florida (Florida Department of Economic Opportunity [DEO], “Office of 

Broadband,” n.d.). It encourages investments and grant funding opportunities for broadband 

programs that expand broadband, especially in underserved or rural communities (DEO, “Office 

of Broadband,” n.d.). The Office prioritizes projects that include broadband access, training, and 

equipment; support for community support; and investments to establish sustainable broadband 

internet service in unserved areas (DEO, “Office of Broadband,” n.d.).  

 

The DEO offers a Rural Infrastructure Fund to facilitate infrastructure projects in rural 

communities to encourage job creation, investment, and rural economies (DEO, “Rural 

Infrastructure,” n.d.). The Fund has the following three grant categories: total project 

participation grants, project planning and preparation grants, and preclearance review grants 

(DEO, “Rural Infrastructure,” n.d.). 

 

The Office of Broadband’s website shares two federal funding opportunities: the U.S 

Department of Agriculture (USDA)’s ReConnect Broadband Program and the Rural 

Placemaking Innovation Challenge (RPIC). The ReConnect Broadband Program provides loans 

and grants to deploy broadband in rural communities where it is insufficient (U.S Department of 

Agriculture [USDA], “ReConnect Loan,” n.d.). The Rural Placemaking Innovation Challenge 

(RPIC) provides grants to plan, build, and implement places where people want to “live, work 

and play” (USDA, “Rural Placemaking,” n.d.) through planning and technical assistance to build 

and expand broadband. 

 

Other state and federal funding opportunities are offered by the Florida Department of 

Education, the Federal Communications Communication, the National Science Foundation, and 

the United States Department of Education, Agriculture, and Commerce. 

 

To learn more about the DEO’s Office of Broadband, click here.  
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